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CHAP, I. - 

UUR liero found his \eA very comfort- 
able/ and, spite of the rattling of the case- 
ment, was in a profound slumber, when the 
bell ringing for matin,s woke him; Hardly 
knowing where he was, he started up, and * 
struck his; watch; the hour accounted for 
the noise which had disturbed him, and^ 
iike Donald, he could not help thinking 
ths^t Mr. Langhton was resolved every 
neighbour should know how devout he 
was. Having, however, once more com- . 
posed himself to rest, he did not wake till 
hfe valet, according to order, appeared' at 
VOL. A. B his 
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his bedside. The housemaid having very 
speedily relit the wood fire^ she \yas no 
sooner departed than he very respectfully 
inquif«^^'-- H^w bis hwii^hiip httd^ffpti'* 

*^ ^ever better, till the four o'clock bell 
disturbed me, and very well since/' 

« I am sure I lluwght.it v«as an alarm of 
fire," said Donald, '' and had just popped 
my head out of my door, when I caught 
sig^t of Mr. Belthorpe, wbo sleeps on this 
side of the^ house, and who told me what 
th^ hell was ringing for-^hoping Jt would 
not disturb you. I was, very sure it mpst 
have, done so, but he p9§sed op to church* 
Mr. Albany sleeps next room to hira ; Mr. 
Langhton and th^ ladies sleep in the other 
i^i»g-vSo does. Father Benedetto^ and they 
all rise, I believe, to matins." 

Our berp did not chuse to coxitradict 
him* ?^ h.e wa« fearful of keeping. this ye* 
gular family waiti|ig; therefore hurried 
oyer his toilette, and joined thein in the, 
oriel parlour^ just as Mr, Langhtarj cajne 
in frpm mas3j it being. his general ruk to 

remain 



MWam^ least-a quarter of at¥ hour at hW 
private -devotions, after the service y^pslf 
ccmckide^. Farther Benedetto usually bear- 
ing him company. He very- politely 
greeted the yottag p6er, atid- after the 
usual morhifi^ complements, they all sat' 
dcfwn to hreak&st, as thk was not a fast- 
day; a^id as soon as their mea] was.over^' 
Mf; Langh ton desired his grandsbn would* 
^^k over the house and grounds with his^' 
brother, as there was. much^to admire' in 
both, adding — ^^Vfe generally dine atlialP- 
past-^oQe, my Lord ; and, on account* of the 
adeiittanal ehutoh service. on holidays, we 
cftnnot vet^ well- deviate from our general'. 
rule to-day. To-morrow I shall request^ 
you would name your own hour/' 

The Marquis, as expected, in treated '' he ' 
rtight conform in every respect to the ac-* 
customed rules of the famfly^** leaving the' 
room with hi« brotber and* Behhorpe; the 
former of wbom told him he was afraid he 
would not "dctwe much ^ pleafsure from* 
« • B 2 strolling 
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fitf oiling over their old ramshackle habi^^* 
tat ion. 

" It will^ at least, have novelty to fecom- 
mend it to the Marquis/' resumed BeN* 
thorpe; " and it certainly aflfords some fine > 
^ecitqens of Gothic architecture." 

Leading the way into the hall, formerly i 
the refectory, he told our hero, who found 
much to admire in the painted windows, 
which commemorated the miracles of many 
Romish saints^— 

" You were received last night, my Lord" 
Marquis," continued Belthorpe, " in the - 
locutorium, or parlatory ; and we supped in . 
the oriolum, or oriel chamber, where the« 
former abbots, when this was a monastery, • 
always took their repasts. Now let us pro- 
ceed into the cloisters" — which Malcolm 
declared were worthy the inspection o( the 
most curious antiquariaii. . . 

*' In the gate-house, or portal chambers, 
the portress resides," proceeded oraek Bel- 
thorpe; " ai\d to the right, over the clois- 
ters. 



'tcrs^ i^ the ancient dormitory, now appro- 
priated to the use 6f the menials ; to the 

*left is the lavatorium, or laundry, which is 

«till used as such." 

Having returned into the hall, Algernon 
led the way inta the library, a lang dai4$: 

•room, containing every work upon divinity 
which had been published by the fathers of 
the church, and a few authors of a more 

-recent date. 

** Mr. Langhton is not a great readei*,'* 
said Belthorpe : " my pupil has a smaller, 
but more select collection of books^ in a 
room above." 

V *' Yes, these are more for shew than 
«se,'* rejoined Langhton; '^though here 

-are ^ome illuminated missals I should think 
it no sin to turn into cash, if they would 
fetch half what Belthorpe says Protestants 
often give for such." 

'* Yoii forget they are heir-looms, Mr. 
Albany: one of them was a pVesent from 
Kiiig John to the holy Abbots Reginald dc 

bS Langhton, 



langbl0!i> and anelhe^ is a gift of P^{Mtf 
Urban the -first/* 

Our hero bcigged to be favoured \f\Ai tL 
sight of these precious relics; asKi «as he 
f^eed' they 4vefe<beth rase and valuable, 
Algernon proH|isQd lie . should • hafe hfa 
choice of them^-as^soon ^ tiiey> were ^t bis 
dif^posal^ if that «^er occurred — . ^ 

'.' Since, who .Jcnoi^s» B/* he.wei^t .00, 
'^ whether the Tadrc Benedetto m^j' not 
^isecnre ^ them to bis^, share ; ior*tho^gh» he 
has reooimoed the pomp^ and ywittes ^ 
4hi$ world, and all the sinful lu$t$.of tfafe 
flesh, he has a terrible hankering after 
money, ^or. money !s .worthr-^as 4v -not, 

3. ?'* ' • . • ' - .1 

'^ Yon shf old nob; allow yxmrself i^M?h 
'latitude of ifpeocb, Mr. Albany^. -Tbe.I^ 
4her basmany A^ccellcAt ^jfiaJities ? 'his bei^ 
a foreigner has rendered hiin ^a4ber nnpo* 
purlar among 4he ^heufsehpkl:; -butd 6an*re-r 
.ve^rtnce even-theet^rops ofigaod men/* \ 
• ^' Well, he duall be an angej, if yi<>li 

please. 



an^H w*n sttear j^f)to a*c rtie better inah t>f 

^'tlie t^, «id rttich the least interested. 

Hdwe^ is iny Inrothter iStay trof relish the 

fcuity ismell ©f these olA tnaiiWy ffiana* 

scripts^ let us proceed on our tour.** — Rfc- 

lurning liltd ^hfe 'iHffl-^' That door op<^ 

^i^hmie leads -to Ae kifcheir^ pantry, and 

larder; and as the former inhabitants 6f 

iftfis >ptte ItiVed ^oM eating betl«r than 

«teipM|^#nt, «h^ eodk ib «ldt €oto#n«d fbr 

%Mi 0f ¥be4A. ' 8ft>')ra^ let «is mount aloft. 

-^to tte 1^, jif ybU please^ brotJier-^ 

!5WMjr fdoia, «t yofa farther -end; tvas fot- 

meily, and fe sHU, the gratid ap^rtofenf;^ 

tiflire fs la k>tig vettuin scroll iti the library^ 

cpntainfng ifke Mines and portmts of »I1 

Hfbe gfcat felts tvlM> 6leptlA it whfle this 

'^ras ia moita^tery^ycytt shall baV€ that ^ilh 

iAie missal/'* 

f' *ou ^re very AMigiiig/* resuthed the 
highly-»ft«ged Malcol* . 
'\ ^ That is Ifce^efligy of SSt. Basil over ^our 
iAmt: you): yaiet sleeps in (his &i5t rooia 

V4f ---and 
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—rand I\ere I court ^tl^e drowsy god^ Jfow 
happy y<ui are, ,b,r9th€r, in . not be^gg 
obliged to attend;ouif noctprj^l 4^ty l*<it 
. may be very meritorroufi-r^Jbut eyen. Bel- 
thorpe allows it.oft^ gqes ^gaii^iit the 
.grain.' . ,.,... r : >! i^-^^ 

. " Mr. Albany "i" criffd tjje t«!tar. . ^i; t 
. . *' My brott^a^ijj {*rotif^lan^'^ wa8;,tiie 
reply. . . . ^ ,n ' r • >...i 

''Agreed; an4 I must ac}cno>vkd|[e>'A!fr. 
Langhton keeps .^siii>thie -strict perform* 
«ance of our duty ;.9.ndl^^^ frqinJ^Dg habki 
be is insensible of ^coId'^imietC b^ fancies 
we are equally ^bte to bear ;the chillii^ 
damps of the chapel jfi winter nights/' 

'' I wonder he do^s not have it warmtd 
by stoves, " rejoined M^^lcolm. 

'' Oh, tl^re would be no merit, he wouH 

jthink/'exclaiiued Algerjion, "if we heard 
or said our prayei-s comfortably — ^we are 
never so triily devout, in his opinion, as 
when our teeth chatter in our head/^ 

• • - 

The Marquis laughed very heartily at 
this definition, of Mr. Langhton's piety, 

while 



^btle tnitiiiig into his brother's rbom^ 
which though large^ was of small dimed- 
sions^ when coinpared to the one he octii- 
pied ; it was also much worse furnished^ as 
the bed was of green serge^ and the chairs 
of walnut-tree^ as was a smaU table; in ad- 
dition to which^ there was a crucifix in a 
niche in the wali^ and two figures of saints^ 
an hour-glass^ and a few religious books 
upon a deal shelf. Malcolm^ of cpurse> 
made no remarks^ though Belthorpe said-*- 
'^ Mr. Langhtoh is a great enemy to luxu- 
ry/* opening a door intd a second room 
of the same dimensions^ fitted up as a li- 
brary, in which there were globes^ and 
some very good mathematical' instrumenis 
— " This is our study/' he continued; 
'* here we are allowed a fire/* 

'•And here we sometimes eivjoy our- 
selves of a winter's evening^*' hastily re- 
joined Langhton. 

" In reading some of the best authors in 
French and English/' gravely resumed the; 
vt^tor. 

B 5 Algernon's 
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(Aclgerhori's ifirst ^ngnardal ispredch sew^ 
<deml x)iir4](erb rsoiier hicreduimis respe^t^ 
ing Seltibtjvpe^ a^iei^kjfi, ftough he m^e 
9IO >«i>ffinveties; iBtifl 4;bey acroA left the 

• ^''I stebj) ^in ;i|ie one Jiext to Mr. 043- 
malH/' said the tntnn; '' -thertefote wow, 
'With yimr Iiordship1s;iearve> Tve ^illadjouim 
^ tbe cfaBpel." . 

' ^^.Not yet, if ybii pibase, B, Lam re- 
4;4)lt^ my.'braftdr shdll see gvandfathec% 
j^/> and'tb^ri^oK^'s \^vt}ta, as he calk ij-^ 
;|fe^y arredi^fc in the sK:fi[itoriiun or corffe»- 
4ionaL roiom, ipte^ring for sexte--<-^nd I 
BtxtoytAbe Harris is vtot so straittlaced as 
^cime/ofHiuiinoitd Togirunis/' 
L:.":WfiU>; well/' said 'the complaisant tu- 
tor, " you rtust rio as yon -please; but 1 
-daoeTwytibe^a .party coircerncd in exp!or- 
-wg/.tbe .s^nptum aanctoriims^^to i will 
wait for you in the chapel/' . . .. 

;- dMaitxDltiLJb^g^d )lm TOfight not'ti%$pass 
jtip«Qr.'lbebid&ea . grouifKl-T^thoogh* ^rtcally 
very curious to see these said apartmedtEf ; 
/.;.).-:? i?r.» - . .he 



t« tblrefbre suffered his iirotber to over- 
<^Ie his scruples^ y^ho first led him: into 
Mr. jiiabsghton's €eU> las 'he juibtly termed k, 
as It Wis a Verj temaftl robm^ which oien^ 
coBtaTaed a stuiiifH-bedi^jead^ upoD which 
/ivsB « ]i^raw jbcd, anfl ia inery scanty por- 
tion iftf covers^ a «inali tabie^ upon n^ioh 
^Mcas a ^atfc^srhead^ an ivory cruc^x, and 
SH) diour^glass; a -dtminirtiye lookiiig<^Ia<5S 
•hQ<i^ against die ifall^ and a sorl: of 
MsnoJited v»hip fwas' suspended in a remote 
'CDroeit tvdiidi AlgerRon took dov^n^ aud 
-imvisig lyestovred >seireral geatle stupes 
'wpoii^faimKtrU'^ replaced it^ tellmg ^his asto-- 
sii^hed *brotber*-*^ The old gentleman 
' ftbifriis die can dnly get t0 iHeavefn by*ren-* 
^tiring .himself miserable hei£ t>eIiow-**and 
i latn mrfe ddo poor dinner e^er itook «iore 
^lakiitodo that»^tli« Padre is aiot socb a 
)ifileli -I give you my lioa»our;, no more is 

' '^ ifiiit diMs iiot Mr; :Langhtan iremove to 
a more commodious <apa#tmdciit when iil?'' 
'ifii[|iiKredjaQ»e(iie9)D« . . 
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Aify !p4U' ^Hu^iofiky.; dad 'onp^i^e '^ s^e 
^hi^m cottoting his'b^ard^ wHi<5h ^ib sis^ilfff s 
t^4h&t:gmat chest to the i*ighc of bis befl. 
A^ct, ayeu laC «faim ^loBe^ he is a de^p ioile^ 
1 ^promise jTDUi-^nd he ^mdhes.no Iscrupl^e 
of iiKtulgiD^ ia. t]t4dts» after ^be iknri}y 
troe 'retired> ipartkiuiatly on ::&st«4a^s^'^e 
x^K^nfeibses ihe^ook-^id^— 4ind 4)e:tdkes caite 
to keep the cold ouit with bome ^of grand* 
* father Is best wine^ismce all the servants a*e 

•s. 

ificrecor l€SSUtidel*:iuB thuitibv and, as he 

-wrmks at their 'folIoiitfingfaisijegLamplerthev 

m\l rhever peacfli. -Iirdeed^ to be •vehjr thtf- 

•reit— 'bm rinim^s the -wcntd^ jtdirisAKiw^ 

JBelthnrpe and 1 aire fkincto imdce cnih^dvea 

-fima^ds., how and ithen^ ifor our .fOffcted 

fasts — for there never was so stridt a iHmn: 

'as;gr^ndfkther;: h6 oilghtjo dbayfe'^^n a 

fironk of)La.Trappe, asIBLlea]^; since na 

Btan 'bf a liberal mindriMouId sanction mr 

«oiifmni 1Q the rigid ^ittdes he * etrfbrces^ 

<3ftn0»g ihie^vusehold. ^r^^umc&iiaejidetnvt 

-jud^el iif.Catbidlci^'^in gehotal, ftio^m ihe 

'«i:q[i|dfe -yoq ii9veoha&, lad :80iii^ ;arenrery 



I^Mfd sdTt'ctf peopIe-^ifBdthdrpe kto be 

IbeliBi^ed. Ho^%ver/6od send I h^d^biust 

numed my bdck t>p0ti thi6 glootfi^ pi^cyn^ 

jl >dhoilld t)Ot te in ^ha^ie to return iiitteer 

i — indeed, ^B.^safj^ 'ife ?itoio8t utfi^u^^f ^ffs 

3(iM, to it hds teei>%bpt^)rt ^ch'*gottei i^e- 

'}>ttk; It is fbe fi6e§t d|it?ckneii i^'C^f^Mt 

Jarbhitecture, arfd ^T cdhvewfM gro^m,lfb 

ibe met with in Bftftertd; for 'cVet^ Ihin^ 

^remains fte«irly in the same Bfate as when 

Harry the Eighth s^iaed ^hfe >reveniiei5, «fitt 

turned the monks aikilt i^ ^atid dliilost'eve!*y 

other monastety is gone to raelc and rvti^^. 

But y^u have not seen the chapel, and ^fls 

^half-pust'^eleven — we will oi^y walk round 
lit/' 

Rerurifing onee niore into the IfaH^ aiiH 
ieading .the^way Aovm the^arbhed pa^g«^ 
-^vith which the ^itTng*robms cofmimm- 
'^ted, at the ex^tr^emify df <wiiit>h ;0^$s a'^r 
'4»f folding^doors, tl^at lopened ^ in j;o ftie 
thape}^ whet^ M^\c6lm (emriA itnui^ ^fto 
-aidmirej as the paired Mi^iliao4«6 fme^iki9ll 

in 
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in (excellent repair^ and represented manjr 
ofth^ nlo$t pron^l^inent miracles performed 
by 6ur Saviour and his disciples; a double 
row of light Gothic pillars supported the 
fretted rOof> a fine organ was in a loft 
facing the great altar^ which was most 
sumptuously decorated^ it be^ng a holiday, 
smd a very fine picture bf the Ascension 
hung over it. Algernon next pointed.out 
the tomb of the last abbot, which Malcolm 
thought rather disfigured the holy pile ; 
and many marbje .tablets encrusted in the 
walls, sacred to the memory of the Bene- 
dict, Dominic, and Eusebius.Langhtons, 
and their dames, whose bones reposed in 
the vault or crypt beneath.^ In a small 
recess wa&a figure of the Virgin, beyond 
which was a Gothic door, which was never 
openedi Algernon said — '^ It leads into the" 
,bye roadi which runs down that sidp of the 
house ; formerly the great folks in the 
fieighbpurhood used to come in to prayers 

liidt wity> as it:admit^^d; them, into the iu'* 

terior 
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..terior of, the.chmch; t)^ poasafits^ aad 
- pHgriini cameinr^tbmughjtbat Aqajt upder 
^tjjie organ-loft" \ r ovi * 

I .Walking; towards it, it opened iato ' an 
. ;40[Ctagon .Go^ic v.6$^^ule. .- . 

; /' Tk^,\ Padre^«.:?»^irf/ft7 be^^easTt on, *'^s 
^^o\7^r|tb,i&r^9|fl^---^th^^ !$taircase goes 

^ up |0; i^t»/;*^^ IbldingTdpors on that side, 
vhich have long been walled up, were for- 
.merly always, open ipr the admission of 
rpilgrijcps and trayejlers; but no strangers 

♦ ever x^qy/ ,coipe to their devotions here, if 
I except a French lady and her daughter, 
whom the revolution have driven from 
France; and v4io esiltte fecomtfiended to 
Father Benedetto. They reside iii a cot- 
tage about two miles from, hence, belong- 
ing to my graYidfathfef, which he fitted up 

* for them, and whei*e they lead but a dull 
life; though they were fortunate enough 
to secure some of their valuables when 
they niade their escape, and they had 
tran$mitted some- money, previously, to 
England — so they make shift to keep the 

/ wolf 



* 
IJ^blf fl«m fhe'^or. 'Btff/ before^ yoti Ui^e 

tfce tbftp^/yoti'mu^'^e^iye oF <5Ur fatt- 
est boasts— a copy of the celeb mted^tkrrte 
• *jf iSt. Bar!b'hol6iTrew, which Js itt the cathe- 
dral at Milan" — le^itfjj DliAcbM towatfis 
ift hitjne iWA^Wch «^66d^<^thefe/* said 

iHMir upon the iSaihiKkiB intact' an* chirklto 
tbldSof the ikit^/^ - '■ ' ^ • '• ^ 

'**v And I «ht»ifld t>e tem^tftd tb tefply,'^ 
ah EngTirftm^n did ^bcTbte me," tejwnid 
•^Maltroltn, '''Whtlh imtVeying fbe ti^iti&Wt 
•iWnan— '•' '■ • •.■■■ '■' "" '■ •'••■' • 



.•«- 



. ! • 



t^ n^c we»r miiMi iihe other tinaen.! 



^ ^.But I am satisfied, for ^uch as J ^4niire 
the skill of the artist, the;rejpreseatatieii 
jnakes me shudder.'* 

** This saint, having been ilajed alive, has g\ven the artist » 
.Itnb of*poftunity to sh^ his skill in anatomy: the liousfcTes are 

« 

licpce^dnied wftM^ibitiaccunicy, and^thc^kini:^ thrown loosely 
taclosfidieibo^tieiy'iibeaMli, '/ 

^M.only 



tor vre all participalertii your di slifee of the 
horrid representation. But tlie bell will 
i«H>n ring forisexW' 

" Then I ^11 go to wy loilette/' ssrid 
the Marquis, " vktlo ]^(ni :go to yiMr d^ 
%voHotu^*^afid cam, BSSOte ybu tliiat S inrve 
h^n innoh gwlified bj thy rahnUe.'* 

l^etaviog. the ohapel* i^itfa hb brother, 

i^ho tKvlitsjiered* as 4h^^ separated M the 

.foot of . the gv^at ^AaiiK^iie^-^^' Mot la vrord 

-v^ltk^ ^e&9 or ttoii/to; expatiate bs much .as 

:3^<>u |>lease 'upoti all the: other vromka^ti^V < 

^'' WbaX a^ratige ctnnpdund of levity, 
4tipei!Stkiim» ^»A b^,p0cmy^ ^s tlus said 
4mirihte e( rmiinelV tbottgirt th^ Malh|iiif, 
>yhile he nodd^isn asseiH^fti his caiftUiil.' 
;. 7l^oiMd4 vu^ i>i '^k omMMr'aiioom, pre-* 
^iJQg .b^ 'toilette, which rindaoed him to 
jro$»arK» thai Mr. XaDghfon ^ined ivheti 
.fashionable folk$ "rent to break&at; adding 
1-t'^ •! -coivWnot have ^believed, »niy Lord, 
/there had bectntaiailiiliy >r^i»)atediis this i8> 
4o have been ^ittM yAtk in &ighHid«^as I am 

very 
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veiy sure there were no such, rigid Catho- 
lics, even in Italy, preVions to the French 
revolution.*' 

Our hero had particrpatcd in Donald's 

astonishment, not having believed that Mr. 

--iAnghton nvas^the' bigot report l^ad repre* 

sented iiini; bnt/he was^ now convinced 

that rame-%ad barely done him jifetice, 

.Well might he Uve secluded, cveb in his 

native country, bethought; since he fre- 

^quently denied himself common hecessa- 

^id^, and led so strange a life, that he was 

half t^rnpted to think him insane — and 

Stich gloomy fanaticism is certainly more 

or less a species of madness, sTnd very ini- 

sinic^l to the comforts and morals of those 

who dwell within ife influence. 

His reflections were interrupted by a 
servant knocking at his door, with a note 
from Lord Algernon, whose groom waited 
for an answer. The Earl wrote in excel- 
lent spirits, observing* that Henry was not 
more anxious to explore the Priory, than 
the Countess and Lady Winifred wei^e to 

see 
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sec the Marquis of .Ett4crniay^; Ihfe latter of 
Tvhom hoped he would spend at le^sf a, 
fortnight with her, before he left I^nca- 
shire; nor was Lady Willia^m Albany for- 
gotten; as'he compfiissioned oyr hero to. 
deliver a very kind message to her, and to. 
assure her that he should take an early op- 
portunity of paying his compliments to 
her in person. 

Malcolm instantly answered this kind 
epistle; promising to .rjde over, the next^ 
morning, to pay his respects atHighwood, 
and explaining' why Lady. William did not 

* send any message in return, since he dare 
not disturb her at her devotions; but' she 
had desired him, the overnight, to hint 
that her late estrangement from his father's 
family had not originated in choice— en-, 
tering into a few details which he knew, 
would be interesting to his uncle, but 

, which he was obliged to cut very short, in 
consequence of Mr. Langhton's early 
hours. 

Donald carried his answer down to the- 

groom. 
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groom> vitho had remained at the lodg^^ 
Md wtiohi lie s^nt to the NagVhead t6 
refresh'hkwscflf befbre be returned home. 
And aur hero having completed his toi- 
le^e^ (be had left off his mournii^ig befbre 
be quitted Scotland), he descended into 
the loctiiorimn^ as Mr. Beltharpe styled it, 
\fhere he found the whole family, who 
were just returned from chapeK 

Mr. Langhton was extremely flattered by 
the remarks he made upon his habitation, 
as they convinced him- that he was a judge- 
. of the real beauties of the edifice; and he 
now informed him whose portraits deco- 
rated the saloon — ^as our hero had &up«- 
posed^ they were aH dignitaries of the 
church, related to the Langhton family, 
or bearing that name; and they claimed 
affinity to many Italian nobl^s^ who bad 
worn the purple/ and been disthfiguished 
by a mitre. Tbe^ portrait that resembled 
Mr. Langhton had been painted at Rdme 
for his' father, during his residence among 
the Jesuils. 

^ ''In 






*' In tljie oriel parlpur^'' ladAed the crfd 
gent|«p,». S« the poi1n.H3'oT my grand, 
fat^]^ fatb^^i i^nd j^nothe^;* liat they were 
done in England, and not logr .a^ fitfst-rate 
ai^&(**r->tiii^i^fo^e a?f( iikerely^ vakiable, as 
bearing s^me re^nibiaiibce to* such near 
relations. We think Algernoa vqry Hfce 
h^, ^l^ceased uncle. Youir Lordship is^ I 
ui^dep^iul, extr^meJy.Uk^. yow. mother." 
■^ H^ is, ^ inde^/' said l^^d^y WiUianj ; ' 
for \ h^ve seen a mi^i^t^iife pii^ture of 
Lady 2era Montrose; biit I iMiiik he has 
hi& father's features, and thj^ general eK- 
pxes^ipjk;! of hk countenanjCfe/' 

; A s^;n|T>A^s, toydiniJerbafQke in upon the 
cQDver^tioq; aodioyr, hero wa$^.Qeilvinced 
that OQ holidays the fan^iiy were ii^aide am^ 
pie aoajend^. for the faints which pr^o^ded 
tbem^.aSi a very si^n[%pt|i,aus repast smoked 
upon thei bpa^rd, seTye4 i?* siljve^r-to con- 

v^i^e the yoHWg^ pe^r tha,t th^vl^^ghtjon^ 

could, upon occasion, vie with the En4^r- 

may- and Derwe^t, fascnUies, ip p^etint of 

3 magnificence. 



magfiHicerice, if not in point of modern 
taste and. elegance; ancl after doitig aniple 
justice to the dessert^ the family again re- - 
turned to ohapel: 

Malcolm seized tht opportunity id write 
to Dr. Campbell^ and had but just finished 
his epistle, when his hosts joined him; and 
out of. compliment to him. Lady Williiam 
and her children were excused from at- ' 
tending vespers. Her Ladyship seized the 
opportunity to convince him that her 
daughter, though educated in retirement, 
had not made a very bad use of her time, 
as she drew her out sufficiently to enable . 
him to ascertain that she was well versed 
in the history of her own country, and by ' 
no means ignorant of geography — the dis- 
course having turned upon Egypt, the bat- 
tle of the Nile, and that of Aboukir, in 
which he had taken so active i part. > 

'' If you Were a Catholic, brother," sai4 

the much less polished Langhton, *' you 

' might hear Rose play the organ, which she 

frequently 



r 



L ANGHTOK , PRIOIIY. ' 9i 

frequently do^ -during Vespers. Behfiorpe 
w^s her niaster^ and he supplies her place 
when she is excused duty.*' * 

'' And do you never touch any other in- 
strument^ my dear • Rosalie ? -' asked ' the 
Marquis. 

'* She has a very good piano*-forte in my 
drcssing-room>" said Lady William; " but 
I fear She wll fall very short of the lady 
performers ydu have had ati opportunity 
of hearing/ ray Lord ; but if you areih* 
clhied to judge for ytMirs#lf^ vre m^ill ad^^ 
Journ thither.'* 

.Maldolm thanked her Ladyship for such 
a proof of her regard/ readily following 
her np*stairs> and into one of the mosi 
comfortable apartments he had yet seen in 
the Priory^ ^vhich was hung round with 
pieces of embroidery and drawings^ done 
.by the two ladies^ which were i^r above 
mediocrity ; and if Rosalie was not a firit^ 
rate niiusieian^ she was a very pleasing 
performer/ and sung some of ;Hander$ 
componiions with great tastb^her. elder 
* voi%.v<r c brother's 



bnl^r>;' ju4^i<HiVS '^^omf^iiia^nt^. proving 
M' epcoHQigliigi tiiT^ti sl;^ even, s^cpa^so^ 
her mother's exp.c^a^io^tfiN \^hpf:relH€^^lIy 
r^mnded thism thdf tV^mwe/ 4t^vpuj^ part 
<>|; tk9 ftmiliy Avpu^ .j»On ijftiir^, friaw 
chapel ; and gladly would our hqto h^ve 
bpea . os^f^iused' tt^m-^ agsMf^ j^i^Mig^ them ; 
b^f as: that' was^ inrppmblciy be^ polit^y 
li$t€|tvfi^ tjo^varjqus pi^H^ series respqrt*^ 
infii iAf^>f(«» wabbo ts>of tljp naaiiwofi, y^h 
vMthi: *fev timgbto;! chpaTf.^to- ei^t^afiri 

hfam ;iaii4v'tq %.¥ery f^rbiileufr legend nfP7 
pecting/the original foundeA»t>«wbtic^ |tl|^ 

Hid' nrnit se.emf t^ bQli0V|e mq^impUQilljr; 

ThCfVaricrufiu im)pae«ic .^rd^ss vj;elte;iii|x|; 
da«cusaH&d; wA tbough ]M^«. Langbton h%^ 
Witoh to «tf>y. in jimim ftvi^nroC th^,gli)s<|iw>ji 
fNiv(ate!e&. Q^ LaT^pp^ h(^ gfiNe the Ae^idf^ 
im^roncp t^L the 4»^i^s ..jof J^imtiw 

t^enth. h^ abolt^sg sp uiu^utl an -qnl^ 
had iam: thq f0U]|daj|i<in'jo£ thi% flrcMf hint* 
v^httioiif sinoer: tbe- dei^tiK^l v^i^ngSi ^^ 
^l^itfttim^ anA. Us.bi^tkl^f«)i4»wmM £li-> 



dcrot, D'Alembert^ and (DcAiddlteeti *ttUl^ 

Wethrdii.;^abd aft th^ v^eUt^ toiSM^M M 
fhe best ili«tructort-*Qf y%ulh; Afe rMftgl 
generation-cjffhd French tr^uMihat-'tetvef 
become so abindoned a ra^ oj Wiet^j bft*^ 
riiey 19661) sttiT^r^d t^ fdftf^ftla^elr dl>i«- 
t^rs^ ais fhe getie^Kty c^frthent mmti ^tb* 
or i6d% i»a^^ be^A cdiita^ed'bf'lh^ b€>l}^ 
iath0rs. . '• . , *-•«»'' ^ . 

Miakolm thought thet^ WlA' sdnfid^ tfuAy 
mingled ^i^ a- gi^ift d^ai 4d^ K{)«iim^'aAd^ 
superstition, ii» His r ease mtig;9ll&' iigj*^^;^ 
that the abofitidniof tlie jifsttlld hud <»#^ 
tainly TBhakert the P^pai aurtotity. ^^ 

*** Borgive tile, my liord^^^-idtiH^i^^ i'ii^ 
thef Batedettot;. '^^}^tiiPsmtpiS4^'¥fUtl 
yoq^Ms a'diiM«^terifl^dHi ^&miiUt\^'dh\if^f 
since feiv Catholics could drat^i JUM)^ c^n^^ 
clusiions than you have done." 

'* Our cfeed is more indulgent than 
youc5> Father/' was the reply; and as the 
clock was striking ten, he chose to retire 
when the master of the house did; Lady 

^' '.' eg. William 
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William having hinted, during the even* 
ing^ that her farther was naturally rather 
jealousj and that he might feel hurt at his 
pr^erring her campaoy to his; and very 
possibly the monk might nfftct to dread 
they should discuss religious topics^ since 
he must be. convinced that his Lordship 
could argue very ably upon every subject. 
And Malcolm was convinced she had judged 
rightly^ since the friaf seemed ple^ed^ 
when he found he did not wish to keep 
thii ladiMrup after their accustomed hour; 
l^indiy comprising him in the general bles- 
sing^ and assuring him that he should con* 
stantly remember him in his prayers. 
Malcolm dightly bowed his thanks for this 
proof of his regard, and having paid the 
usu^l compliments to aU present^ sought 

his apartment 
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DoKALO was in vraititig in his room, as the 

servants aU retired at an early hour; and 

< 

not to keep the housemaid from mass,^ hb 
had promised to set light to a faggot she 
had given him^ vrhen his Lordship rose. 
Malcolm approved of the notion^ not wish* 
ing to break in upon the family devotions. 
" Why, they had need to pray, my Lord,** 
resumed the valet; '' for I am afraid they 
are a very bad set. As for old Ashton, he 
is an absolute drunkard, and at the beck 
and call of the Father and M^. Belthorpe, 
who wink at his failings, as he enables 
them to indulge their own propensity to 

c S dripking. 



drinking. In short, none of the household 
are restrained from doing wrong, from any 
sense of duty; or gratitude towards their 
masters, astkey-csm ail procQFe absolution, 
by conniving, and assisting to defraud Mr, 
^anghton. Lady Willifim and JVliss Albany 
are angels upon earth, I do believe, since 
all the servants join in their praise ; and, 
wh^t is more, they fear them, as much as 
they love them-— such is the ascendancy of 
virtue, ^ven among such a crew. As for 
.the youn^ Squireir a§i dvey call. him j -he is 
J^ail fellow with them all ; therefore I can- 
xiQt .sa/ he is much more r^ected; than 
tj}e pid gentlomac^ wbointhej style Father 
Basil, when 'm .their. c^P^ ^^ declare thalt 
the. italiaii^ might make him stand iipon hi^ 
head ta ihe^ church, by way of penance^ if 
iie took it iatp his faticy ; for he can oaly 
jS0e> hear, speak, and act« su5 he difecls. 
MaUex Asbton was pretty comfmumcjative 
this eveiijfig/ havings out of politeaess to 
me, drank aa extra bottIe> ^of which he 
^pok his full jshare-^^^^-But pray, my Lord, 

were 



were you ifi the porch cBatalbef bdjoidkig 
the chapel, when you walkfed 'ov^r ^e 
hdkse fhis mormng ?" 

** I wiis: why do you iltqbil"^? Whrft'has 
thnt'to^o^ith *Asht6n'« be?ng in ficjuor/' 

*'l hope yottr iiOrdiWp^ will ttot t*iinjk 
Ifie too presuming; btit you Intist bavfc 
hi?atd, th^t'when people are «o, they firfe- 
quently Wutideir out with What they do weft 
intend." 

"But too 0ft^*-^s6 pray tell twfeVhat 
miglity secret hMtin has discfosed^ liow 
he k in his eups." 

''' "He haife merely e^rtsitfed ia!iy curlosfty; 
tty liord^fficrtrg!! t haive heard of ttiM 
cWtehrfes hafv?hg ^teti perpeti^ed By 
mdukk abl-oad^ flrtft t iy^n I am hicfi^tetf 
to 'believe thfett cafp^fflt! of ahy -a^rbt^ty: 
tathtt l^ctoefleVf© Hi ^h Italian, ahct ft^ 
aye *the tiiost tfdaShcrdrtis of sfll nations. 
But as your lordj^iip' has been in the potdh 
chamber, pra[^ did yo*u ^b tip into hh 
room, whic?h is overiti*** 

^ My brothtjr itefb^med rfic iw ^ne wall 

c 4 ever 
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ever admitted. into his apartment^ his owi> 
servant excepted/' 

'' So said Ashton^ which makes me put 
some faith in the hints he drdpped. But 
not to keep your Lordship in suspense — 
as you have been in the porch chamber^ 
you know the situation of that and the 
friar's room, which is directly over it-*— 
indeed, there is a flight of stairs which 
leads down from the one to the other/ • 

'^ I know there is : what of tliem ?". . 

/' Why then^ my Lordj there is a third 
rooin in this said turret, which runs over 
the friar's, and which once had windows 
to the road on one side^ and tp the gardea 
oil the other, as the monk's still has ; hut 
fome yeats ago these were all walled up> 
by the Padre's orders; and this upper room 
is BOW only lit by a skylight, which no one 
can look down> as the turret walls have 
been both heightened and spiked ; and 
there is no communication with Ihiswell-* 
secured apartment but through the friar's 
roQm^ V in an adjoiipiing closet tliere is a 
. staircase 
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Staircase leading up to it^ similar to the 
-one below. Now^ as Ashton observes, 
there must have been some very cogent 
reason for Mr. Langhton's having put him* 
self to such an expence^ as it cannot have 
been merely to gratify a whim of the fifi- 
ar's; besides^ why was an apartment in so 
elevated a situation so secured by ivon* 
work ? — ^What thieves would ever think of 
breaking into the house from the roof? 
Hqwever* one of these days I am to be 
gratified with a sight of the. walls which 
enclose tjhis mysterious room^ as there is a 
trap-door in the lumber-room> which goes 
out upon the leads^ very near the turret. 
When I have seen how it is secured^ I shall 
be better able to describe it to your Lord- 
ship; for^ as Ashton says, what use can the 
old man make of this said rpom, as his 
money would be as sjife in his own f hut, 
positively, he thinks there is some one, of 
what sex he does npt pretend to say, 
concealed there.; for very soon after it was- 
thus> in a manner, rendered iuaccessiblff, 

c5 the 



ihe PadreV servant quarrelled with aU 
those in the hou8e> and has absolutely re^ 
imed to eat, drinks or associate %yith them 
fince ; and as the friar is all^powerrul^ he 
easily found excuses for his caprice^ de^^ 
claring that> as a punishment for his eon* 
tumacy^ he shojild henceforth eat his meals 
alone and in his own apartment; and as the 
cooky v^ho is all in all. with the monk^ 
liever stints him^ Ashton thinks he ought 
to do* more credit to his keep^ for he makes 
away with more than would ^erve two 
moderate people* Therefore, surely, my 
Lord, one may be tempted, like Ashton, 
to surmise that the upper room is inha- 
bited, as well as the lower one/* 

" Why, altogether, 'tis a strange story/' 
resumed Malcolm; " yet Mr, Langhton 
must be in the secret, I should suppose ; 
as he must have known of the alterations 
you mention." 

" Qhi he gave the orders himself to the 
workitten, my Lord, who were told thhs 
Oiysteriow attic Was to be nsed as an ob- 
servatory; 
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fei-tatbry ; afad a fine lat-^ tel(tect>pe Waii 
sent r<* frdAi LohdibTi, to toafck iJiti tftohft 
to ^atch the irtotibrts bf the tnoon ati^l 
srtai^. But Asht6n declaims the oid ttaHaa 
is too cunning for his priest-riAden miyster, 
wht> thinks he has the Whole house safe 
nndet Ipck and key; When the great gates 
are closed; whertas, it^has been ascer- 
tained that somebody, either the itJ'ather or 
his servant, ha'^^e often gone out, and, of 
course, come in, through the little Gothic 
door in ^he chutch, tHoUgh the key has 
hung for years in Mr. L^nghlon's room, 
and it is supposed it is ne\'ef opened. But 
Ashton has been too tnany for the friar, 
;Since a little j^ne sa^d, or ^ pin, placed 
upon the lock, and rloW arid then k cob- 
web over the kfeyhole, has ehabled him to 
jo^ge that somfe one does how and then 
make their exit and entree thus privately ; 
'6f cotiiise, the inh'afcit^nt of the attic was 
smuggled in that Wi)^— iiid if the old tta-; 
lian l^aA Injciih^d to Intrdducfe robber's, 

c 6 ^«ho 
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i¥ha could hinder him i I vow^ if I was 
Mr. Langhton, I should not sleep easy ia 
my bed. Ashton did not mean^ at first, to 
bp 90 communicative ; but I drew him oi),. 
as I promised never to mention what lie 
told ' me without the walls> and I have not 
forfeited my word — though I certainly did. 
not give him reason to suppose that I 
should discuss the matter within . the holy 
precincts; but I thought it my duty to 
communicate what he said^ to your Lord- 
ship — not that it matters to you whether 
the old fellow keeps a mistress, yet I wish 
that could be ascertained/' ** 

'^ That may prove a difficult task, po'* 
nald — but, for the present, good 'night*. 
As your having remained so long with me 
may have excited su]f>rise, though I do not 
think you hav^ been overheard, take no 
notice to Ashton in the morning; since,, 
should you appear curious, you will defeat 
your own purpose. Chance may befriend 
you during our stay ; but, as you valne my 

regard. 
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Kgarij take no steps likely to excite sus- 
picions in the Father's bpsom^^and do sot 
forget to call me as usual/' 

* 

The valet bowed and retired^ leaving his 



master more perplexed than he would have 
chosen^ to have acknowledged. Had ibm 

said attic merely been used as an obser* 

« 

vatory, thought our bero^ why need iC 
have been thus secured ? and why had not 
his brother, who was so anxious to shew 
him the Padre'^ vau(ta^ avoided mention- 
ing the mysterious apartment over it ? He 
had certainly hinted that the friar had his 
secrets; and perhaps, likeAshton^ he mere- 
ly suspected that there was a female above; 
still it was extraordinary he had not men- 
tioned his suspicions^ or that curiosity bad 
not induced him to explore this forbidden 
apartment; perhaps he was sworn to se- 
crecy — but then be must be in t\k€ monk's 
confidence^ and that seemed very qnlikely^^ 
when it occurred to him^ that he and Bel-r 
thorpd had certainly made the ppenine h|^ 
had peeped through^, with a view to dis-* 

coveir 
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cover who the tnofik had coticetAeA iihovt ; 
and possibly they might never have been 
able to obtain a glimpse of the pti&oner. 
Then again he reflected, that possibly The 
lady, or gentleman, who thus cheered the 
"^ather^s solitude, might not always inhabit 
the Priory, since the monk could go out 
and in when he* pleased ; but what story 
could he have toH Mr. Langhton, likely to 
induce him to come into his plans ? He 
resplved, however, to be niore au fait of 
this mysterious business before he quitted 
the Priory, as he knew Donald would un- 
dertake even impossibilities to oblige him ; 
and as a preliminary step, he resolved to 
take a minoite survey of this mysterious 
turret from the garden; and, if possible, 
to draw his brother into conversation res- 
pecting it. 

these reflections had so brbke ihis rest, 
during the fore part of th^ night, that 
he was in a sound, sleep when the ma* 
tin-bell roused the household t6 prayers, 
an^ neveif Woke till Donald^ having ' lit 

the 
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ttie* Are, thought It necessary to call him. 
He renewed his cautions to the v^\ei, 
while dressing, adding, wth an encoorag- 
iog smile—*' I will devote a short time to 
reflection^ before I endeavour to explore 
this mystery; though, I dare say, Ashton is 
right ill his conjectures, if, ais he supposes, 
the turret chamber is inhabited— -but ap^ 
pear to hav^e forgottco the circumstance, 
as he %vill doub4less be very much upon 
his guard' to*day.*'' 

Donald promised obedience, and the 
Marquis joined the family aj breakfast; 
>vhich was no sooner over than he or- 
dered his horses, tclfing Mr. Langhton 
that he should- ride to Highwood, as Lady 
Winifred niiightfency herself slighted, were 
he to delay paying his respects to her. 

'^ Your Lordship ^iH' return to dinner, 
I hope,** was the TeplyV^^ the old gentle- 
man felt an involuiitai7 degree of regatti 
and respect for fhts'ybttthful defender rff 
his country; a^rf tonsiddHhg l^e was*a^ Pro- 
testant, 
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testant^ it was truly exfradrdioary<«**naf, 
even Father Benedetto felt something like 
esteem for him ; and had even gone so far 
as to tell Mr. Langhton, he wished his 
grandson might make as good a use of 
fortune'siavours. 

But to return to the present time — Mal- 
colm assured the party that he should make 
a point of returning in time for their din* 
ner-hour. • . 

'^ Which we shall make an hour later to- 
day^ my Lord/' said Lady William ; ^' as we 
have no ser\'ice till vespers^ and do not 
wish to confine you to our very old-* 
fashioned ways;'' requesting he would say 
whatever he thought most expressive of 
her respect for them to Lady Winifred^ 
and the Earl and Countess of Algernon. 

^' And let me request you would invite 
the Earl, in my name^ to the Priory/' said 
Mr. Langhton : ^' he must ever be a wel- 
come guest within its walls; z% I shall ever 
feel myself greatly indebted to his liberar 

lity. 
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Yity, for not having availed himself af the 
power your father's will gave him over my 
grandchildren/' 

Malcolm promised to deliver this mes^ 
sage verbatim; and then« accompanied by 
})is brother and Belthorpe^ walked to the 
great door^ where his horses and groom 
were in waiting; and having mounted^ pro- 
ceeded to the ancient family mansion of 
his great-4unt ; which cer^inly^ as Lord 
Dunluce had observed, bore some resell- 
blance to a citizen's villa in the environs 
of the metropolis; stilly as the bojuse wa9 
very large, it appeared a veiry (xmifortable 
residence; and though the fuiiniture was not 
fashionable, every thing wa|s cc»tly, rich> 
and accurately clean. - Having dismounted 
at the grand entrance, he was conducted by 
the same servant .out of liveryi who had' 
facilitated his father's first interview with 
Lady William Albany, into the breakfast* 
room, where Lady Winifred, the Earl, his 
Countess^ and Lord Dunlpce, were sitting; 
Miss Albany, having, a slight sore throat/ 

had 
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bad not yet jom^d the family. The facf 
vivtn, Lsrdy Witrifred did not those she 
should be upon intimate terms with Lmd 
Diinlirce/ whose fiishioftable >manners did 
hot mecft her approbation; and tifever 
having seeti ^cftr'herb, she wished to do :;44 
btfore' she introduced him to her 'ward; 
though she dM not venture to hope that a 
miein of his nrnk and fortune could marry 
^be daughter cf Mrs. Saltadore. MaTcolm*s 
person and first ^tbardvfere so much to htt 
fimC'^f^he ^Yf^tomtd Imn wtfti more 
#lati cof^flinlity/ eveft with aflfection, td 
Hfgllhv^od i tMyr <wi» ihe Comitess less 
ilrvdk l^y Ms^comttiafifAhrg figure and v«y. 
prepostesentg c<yuf!tenance^ « she pcWt^ 
J^Im^ed; Aatf she foftmd sh^ Irad httn 
^afly h€?r HQfwn 'enemy, 5n not teiving be- 
t6th^^krired ftfe Earl tb Scotland, since 
evefy Tetter *e fed written from thencfe, 
had increased her impatience to be intro- 
duced to fte Marqufe of Endermay. 

Our hero was extrcine^y flattered -by sjq 
kitid a reception, since the Earl seemed no 

kss 



itss harpfiy to-seeiiim; and Lord Dunluce 
.declared he %sA thaug^t efc^y monVeitt^ 
agesince fhcy parted. 

" I am sorry y<*ur Lordship should havfe 
fdnnd Highweod, afid my 'Sii&cfety, so'dis- 
.»p•ceab^e/''saidiady Winifred. ' 

*' iieed him not, my dear aunt,** rej'Oitoi»& 

tte IBarl ; ** he vrse dying of erm^i in'ISco^ 

land^ eren under liie roatf of Lord ^EtMei*- 

.mayvWho> c«t of compasmon to Ms'£»lly, 

hastened his journey Mufhwaivd.'^ 

Mridohn Goiifirm^ ^hat his <ttnd^ liaS 
>adicati<M9d} in so <lrdll « ^af ; that lie -ifotm 
4iq88|leA 'ffie dmiA ^4th liad gftllherett 
iopOA JE^idy Wivrifi-c^Asi lypow; of Whom lie 
in€pnvtd aieer Miibs Albany; «Bd was^ir- 
jformed die 'iwds indisposed; 4>ut by wayfff 
softening has ^Bappoff)inietkt> the gM lady- 
hoped she would be well enough to 9tt 
Ufa wAten he ^lext visked Hrghvrood, as 
^he is^outd bften expect to see' Mm dm-rng 
his stay at the Priqry. '^ Anft when you 

are suffered to leave Kfr.LatrghtotiV'^J*^ 
-'prooeodedj " I hope you will join Lord 

and 
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and Lady Algernon here — ^as they hare 
kindly promned to prolong their visit, 
that I may enjoy at least a week of your 

company." 

Malcolm made a suitable reply to this 
invitation, having long wished to be upon 
friendly terms with all his relations; and 
as he was anxious to acquit himself of the 
commission he had received from Lady 
William Albany, he, in appropriate terms, 
expressed the wish she entertained, to 
renew her,acquaimance with the Earl and 
Lady Winifreds and to be introduced to 
tha Countess ; excusing her- past appear* 
ance af neglect to the / two former, under 
the real plea of her not being her own 
mistress; and concluding by delivering 
Mr* Lapghton'a meamge to his uncle wr« 

Lady Winifred declared she was ex- 
tremely ready to excuse any errors which 
arose from a too rigid notion of filial duty : 
,she had seen very little of Lady William 
Albany^ but enough to convince her that 

she 



ske w^ an exemplary daughter, abd as 
such «fae thought her highly deiierving of 
her esteem, skice she honoured, instead of 
blaming her for the obedience she had 
evinced' to -her father's commands; and 
should, in consequence, though not in<^ 
eluded in Mr. Langhton's invitation, pay 
an early visit at. die Priory/' 

"And I wjll ride over 6xi Saturday mom* 
ing," said the .Earl, ''as I am very amctous. 
to «ee my wards that were to have been. 
Dunluce is no lesa impatient to see his; 
, cousins; bat I shall not bring him "with 
me pn Saturday, » I must feel my own* 
way before I introduce such an ^ourdt 
into such a sober famUy/' 

Lady Winifred looked her approbatuMi 
^f this determination^ while Lord Algorooii 
requested his nephew would give hin bit; 
opinion of bis brother and sister. 

^'Rosalie is a >very ii)e girl^ ttiy Loidj 
and infinitely mord acf:omplt8hied thanj all 
things considered^ I could have auppoaed; 
a very little polish wiU; sender kef a ifia^ 



mond «f tM first water. AlgcrDon is also, 
I make no doubt, z very gooA scholar r 
bia a Ufe ofi to^ secltiskm is l^ss^&voar* 
able t^ young men than to yooti^ wonmn/ 
as there is a rmticity in his mannem which- 
is by jio< means so pTepossesmig> af tlosaKe^il' 
reaerved'tf midity r yet be appears to possess^ 
a very good hdart; and swtns'^tiy have taken 
a-fmat iikSng' to ihe, i ha^eatj therefofe, 
iir oontemplatson to request Mr. HanghtOn 
watt al)ow him fo sptod a* month or six 
weeks' in Ilondon wirfl me^ next Spring/' 

'"f mucbdoub^ the old gtmf^an's ac-' 
Mdingt tio youf* pl^ii WaiScj%Tis,'* resumed' 
£lKiy Winilred): '* ft»f, I can- h^irdlf wish 
he may, since, shoulftifkfc yj^MWig^ riistrc be^ 
gnilfytaff aaiy follies? -trtey-^wotfld all*' be 
vmiUmttit^^ hkhavi^'asSQ^iat^ with his^ 
Broti8Miitvbrotifber>' -Blir^yttif Aave itrti?* 
rested me -so^ mttetf^ JRSi* 'y*)ttrif&tfer, th« V 
wiilti||dbsfti^^^yiniri# ttdi^fo»^Mompat^ me 
aiid .Man Mtanj|rii$^fwv0'Mdtt<sea9O#; a^ 
u t a tn ywartk shbaMp fte^^fMiefii6<> a« ^ • 
JMttsis;i atid^ i»»p^|m# ai»4i#i»im4idiVi« 

• appeared 






apj^eane4 at co\itXs Mr. L^tnghton. jcamiot 
object to- bis grandchildren's pajpng their 
respects io our royal fafnily-^", 

"JEhe jQojwntesB of Algernon. coj|14f not 
qprvceivQ^ he wp.uld, addingr— " Your X^y- 
shi|>'s ki^d intentions will render, mine 
nug^tpry^ as; I also meant, to have invito 
Rpsaliie Al^pny to ]bave sp^nt a moypth in 
Pprtl^nd-^Uc^f fi^iongb^ I. fearf d. my volaj 
tijp spa WQ^lduhaye. proye^ a.seripus. pbr 
jection to Mr. I^ijighipn..^ Yojijr p^sn^ifi 
therefore,: far beJXer; a^d.^I $ball ^^Jff^^ 
y^.;will be my .frequeqt^^i^sl? \yien ypij 
do visit London/.' ^ , . ' .. .^ . 

" You ladies remtnd. n^ie. of the, J^^tiUers 

and the Deer/' said the £arl; '' y«u ^^c^ 

dividing the sjcin ""before you have kiUe^ 

the.animal;x asj think it,, very possibly Mr. 

Langhton may not sailer, either of hi^ 

4^ndch^diien taJeafV|3 the. Priory .dnri^|[ 

hU. lifetime. ,Hpwever« I. will ..a^is^ jjx 

yp.ur*6 and. the Marqiw's. chjuutyl^^Q.dc;! 

si5iis^tQ^tb€,best.o£a»yjabilit^ ^Hft}?WI 

have 
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liave not told us, nephew, whether your 
brother resembles his hie father/* 

• * 

"He has certainly* duck-eyes— but there 
the likeness ceases. Mr. Ianght6n thinks 
hitn the image o( a brother of his; which 
is vtryt possible, as tHe portrait of Srfr. 
R^gin^ld Langh^on, lieVer a good one/ is 
Very much fided arid injured by time ; pf 
course,' it bears nd great resemblahcc to 
Aljgemon, who 'may nevertheless be ex- 
tremely like the briginal; Rps^lie is the 
firing picture of her mother; and, at times, 
particularly when'^be is animated, she re- 
scinds me of my father's picture." 

** Then I am convinced ishe is very hand-- 
some, "^ 'rejoined the Earl. *' But have you . 
been suffered to walk over the holy pile?** 

Ourbero gave a very animated and cor- 
rect description of the interior of the- 
Priory; though he did not mention having* 
teen Mr/ Langhton's cell, nor ^ having 
peeped Inta the Padre's vaulta; still less 
did he toocb tip<m the mysterious turret. 

He 
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He succeeded, nevertheless, in highly 
amu§ing his auditors; Lady Wii;>ifred de- 
claring that she perfectly remembered the 
oriel chamber In which he slept, as she 

3 was received in that room when she paid 
* Lady William her lying-in visit; expressing 
her astonishment at his being able to enjoy 
any repose, in such a gloomy, melancholy 
apartment, * 

'' You forget, aunt, that the Marq^uis is 
a soldier, and they are not apt to under- 
stand the meaning of the word fear" 

" Oh, I should not mind sleeping in the 
chapel, "^ cried Lord Dunluce, '^ if Mn 
Langhton would but give me an invita^ 
; ' tion/' -^ 

'' I am fearful you 'would soon be tired 
. , of so cold a birth,'* replied Malcolm, 

• '* And I am sure Mr. Langhton would 
" soon be tired of you," obtruded Lady Wi- 
nifred, ' ' * 

'' Does Belthorpe improve upon ac- 
quaintance V asked the Earl. 

*' He appeared to more advantage in 
▼OL. II, D Scotland 
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Scotland than he does at the Priory-i-thcre 
he was acting a natural part; at home^ I 
am fearful he sometimes enacts the hy- 
pocritc. Indeed, Mr. Langhton is so sfricC 
in his nolronsi that the family must be all 
saints, or the exact reverse, to conform to 
his rules," 

Here the conversation was broken in 
upon by the entrance of the groom of the 
chambers, who informed Lord Algernon 
ihat Lord Newhaven £ki|d Major Sedley were 
in the drawing-roort. 

" They are quartered at Preston," said 
the Earl; looking 'at his aunt ; '' we saw 
them there the other day en passaiU; and 
when they understood I was coming here, 
they talked of beating up niy quarters. I 
suppose they would not have gained ad* 
^mittance at the Priory, Marquis; a red 
coat, except upon your backj,^ must be h'eld 
in abhorrence there. But I will not keep 
them waiting — the ladies will excuse you. 
Lord Endermay, and I know this visit is as 
much to you as to me." 

I hope 



ft 
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'' I hope you will suffer me to come in 
for my share of thp compliment, Sir>" said 
Lord Dunluce, 

'' Oh, by all means ! though I am not 
conscious that any one was intended you/' 

Th^ young peer nevertheless accompa- 
nied his father and cousin into the draw- 
ing-room ; and Lord Newhaven, who was 
colonel of a regiment then at Preston, ex- 
pressed his joy at having timed his visit to 
Highwood so opportunely, since he dare 
not have ventured to ring at the Priory 
gates, which seemed always impenetrably 
closed against strangers; and be and the 
Major were qome to invite the Earl, Lord 
Endermay, and Lord Dunluce, to dine with 
the corps of officers at Preston, on the 
following Thursday ; as they were all an- 
xious to be introduced to one of the 'he- 
roes of Egypt. 

*^ There was but one hero on that me- 
morable dky, my Lord,'* gaily resumed 
Malcolm, ''and his example induced every 
man under his command to do his duty — 

D 3 but 
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hut the late Sir Ralph Abercromby is en- 
titled to all the honour of the day." 

" I commend your modesty, Marquis; 
but you have also earned a wreath of ne- 
ver-fading laurel in that memorable en- 
gagement — so may we hope to see you at 
Treston?" 

*^ I will be answerable for us all thr^e/* 
resumed Lord Algernon ; *' since the Mar- 
quis, though a resident at the Priory, has 
not yet renounced the world." 

''What a strange life Mr. Langhton leads, 
if report riiay be' credited !" replied the 
Major. "Mr. Albany has been pointed 
out to me, when riding with his tutor— I 
am surprised how a young man of his age 
can bear siicK close confinement." 

" He must be a very domesticated ami- 
aole character, I should presume," rejoined 
the Viscount; " I suppose it is a mere com- 
pliment to make the request, else we should 
be extremely happy if he would accom- 
pany you to Preston, Marquis." 

" He will, at least, be highly flattered 

by 
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by your polite invitation, my Lord; as to 
whether he will be permitted to profit by. 
it, I cannot take upon me to say; but I 
will endeavour to prevail upon Mr. Langh- 
ton to allow him freedom of choice upon 
the occasion. Or, perhaps, my uncle will 
undertake that task ; he is much the most 
likely to succeed, and has a sort of autho- 
rity over my brother, which I have not/* 

" We will unite our efTortis,'*. said the- 
Earl; ^' so do not mention the matteir till I 
^pay you my promised visit, when I do hope 
we shall succeed in liberating the young? , 
prisoner for a short time.'* 

This being settled, the officers soon made 
their parting bow; and our hero, having 
returned to the ladies, followed their ex- 
ample, as it grew late, promising to ride 
over again early in ^he ensuing week; aq^d 
be was no sooiier gone than Lady Winifred 
expressed her apprt)bation of his figure, 
manners; and conversation, in the most 
unqualified terms. 

The Countess was no less pleased with 

o 3 him. 
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him, observing that the army was the 
school for gentlemen; and the Marquis 
was intirely free from the puppyism and 
presumption so generally attributed to of- 
ficer of his age. 

^* He is, indeed, an honour to his pro- 
fession," said the Earl : " of his bravery arid 
siill, he has given the greatest proofs."^ 

" And so might I have done," inter- 
rupted Loixl Dunluce, " had you suiTered 
me to go into the army, as I wished. Sir." 

The Countess did not suffer his having 
brolwe in upon his father's discourse to pass 
unnoticed; and Lady Winifred was still 
more severe in her animadversions. The 
Earl, therefore, proposed a ride to him, as 
he was extremely fond of him, though by 
no means blind to his failings, and was in 
hopes, that time, and the society and ex- 
ample of his cousin, would, render himi 
every thing he could wish. 



CHAP. 



JLAK«HT02^ PRfQBY. 66 



■Inl. ! .'J, 



■*.rti .•m-m^l^t 



CHAP. lit 



Ta^ Marquis having reached the Priory in 
very good time, made a hasty toilette be- 
fore he joined the family in the parlour, 
vho were all very happy to hear the Earl 
meant to visit the ancient pile on the Sa- 
turday ; Mr. Langhton having conceived a 
very high opinion of him, in consequence 
of the Father's having frequently expati- 
ated of late upon the great forbearance 
his Lordship had displayed, respecting AI* 
gernon and Rosalie ; and never failing to 
conclude his panegyrics upon the Earl, by 
a wish that he would take upon Kim to 
introduce Algernon into life, who was now 

B 4 at 



fife LAKGHTON PRIORY. 

at an age to mix more in society than he 
had hitherto done; ^nd as Mr. Langhton 
had long been implicitly guided by the 
wily monk, never presuming to contest 
any point with him, he now felt as anxious 
to introduce his grandson to the Earl's 
notice, as he had formerly been to keep 
him at a distance, from his Lordship. 

During dinner, little of moment oc- 
curred, and when they adjourned into the 
other parlour, the old gentleman ^sked 
our hero, whether he ever played at chess? 

^' Sometimes/' he repliecL readily sitting 

down with the old bigot, wishing to keep 

him in good humour, and to stand high 

in his good graces, as it might induce him 

to suffer his Ibrother to visit London during. 

jhe spring; not being aware that Father 

Bened.etto was extremely anxious to have 

the young Catholic introduced to every 

meniber of the Derwent family, and ini- 

tiated into. the gaieties of fashionable life, 

un^der the auspices of Lord Algernon and 

.oux l^ero, who was a very good match for 

. "'-'"■ Mr. 
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Mr. Langhton at chess, which xertainly; 
raised him in that gentleman's opinion>^, 
who was extremely partial to this game> 
and generally devoted his leisure hours 
to it. 

At seven o'clock, as usual, the family 
adjourned to vespers; Lady William gnly 
remaining behind, who immediately asked 
the Marquis — '^ Hoyf he liked^ Lady Wi- 
nifred?'' 

^' Much better* than I expected, I give 
you my honour; and she did you such 
ample justice, appearing so fully to un- 
derstand and to appreciate the motives for 
your long seclusion from the world, that I 
am convinced she will not, in future, suf- 
fer you to estrange yourself from so near 
N a relation." 

He next reverted to the Countess^ of 
whoin he spoke in the highest terms, not 
forgetting Lord Dunluce, who, instability 
apart, he observed,, was a very amiablj? 
young man, and all impatience to be in- 
troduced to her and his cousins--— proceed- 

DSr ihg 
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ing to inform her where he was invited to 
dine on that day week, and that his bro- 
ther was expected to jojti the party, which 
his uncle meant to make a point of when 
he came on Saturday ; and he had been so 
passive hitherto, that he thought Mr, 
Langhton would not chuse to refuse him 
so trifling a favour. 

** I hope not. Marquis; though I hardly 
dare hope that Algernon will be permitted 
to kavehome, except in company with his 
tutor; nevertheless, I feel extremely grate- 
ful to both you and the Earl, since nothing 
would make me so happy as to have him 
placed under your joint protection for a 
short time." 

Malcolm, thought Mr: Langhton could 
nbt object to his brother being introduced 
into society j but not chusing to dwell 
upon the subject, he reverted to Lady Wir 
nifred's ward, observing that he had not 
had the advantage of seeing the young 
lady. 

•' I wonder at that^" she replied, "^ since 

I dare 
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T dare say her Ladyship is anxious to have 
her well married; and I know (Belthorpe 
4s my authority) that it has been whispered 
ir^ the neighbourhood, that Lady Winifred 
"^vished she might captivate the Marquis of 
Endermay.*' 

^' She did me very great honour/' re- 
plied the laughing Malcolm ; " but from 
irty uncle and cousin's account of the 
Xoung lady, 1 am well assured that we shall 
never be nearer related/' 

This Lady William thought very pro- 
bable; and he was, by her desire, entering 
into some details respecting the origin of 
Miss Hannah Albany, when the family party 
joined them ; and the Marquis retired, as 
he had done the night before, with the 
master of the house. 

Donald, while assisting liim to undress, 
wished, but hardly knew how, to revert 
again to the inhabitant of the mysterious 
turret; since Ashton liad never alluded to 
the circumstance during the day, and ei- 

D 6 ther 
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ther was, 6r chose to appear, wholly nn- 
conscious of what he had let drop the pre- 
ceding evening. Wishing, however, to 
draw his lord into conversation, he said— 
*' The servants and horses were very com- 
fortably situated at . Chedworth, which is 
a very pleasant village," — he went on — 
^^ though there are no families of note in 
it, if we except Mr. Langhton's and the. 
Rector's; though there are several rich far- 
mers, who are tenants oX the former gen- 
tleman, whom he grieves to think are 
Protestants; ^nd they as sincerely lament 
his being a Catholic, since they are rack- 
rented, it seems — little as Mr, Langhton 
affects to care about money ; but he has 
* those about him who know the full value 
of a guinea— Father Benedetto for one — 
and his jackall, as they term Mr. Belthorpe, 
who are both of them more than disliked 
in the village, since a Protestant might 
die of want at the very gates of the Priory ; 
though nothing is too good for son\e 

French 
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French ladies. Catholics of coarse, who 
reside at Hilton, about two miles from 
hence." 

" I am sorry Mr. Langhton's charity is 
so confined," resumed our hero; " though 
his being a Catholic is alone sufficient to 
render him unpopular in a country vil- 
lage."" 

He then dismissed Donald, without, to 
his great disappointment, touching upon 
their over-night's discourse; though .our 
hero certainly retired^ to bed less charit- 
ably disposed than ever towards Catholics 
ip general, since no man might have been 
more beloved and respected than Mr. 
Langhtoti; whereas/ owing to his secluded 
life and narrow mind, he was now an ob- 
ject of hatred and derision even to his 
tenants (and neighbours; and had, by'his 
mistaken severity and erroneous, tenets, 
evidently rendered his grandson's princi- 
ples very lax, since he fancied the mere 
lip-deep homage he offered his Creator 
would atone for every error. 

Donald 
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Donald was istill less inclined to sleep 
<ban his lord, as he was all impatience t© 
explore the secrets of the turret-chamber, 
yet could not devise any scheme likely to. 
answer the desired end, since he dare not 

4 

ask old Ashton's assist^ce, and he knew 
the Marquis would be seriously offended, 
should he undertake to fathom this mys- 
tery of his own head. He had promised 
not to mention the circumstance without 
the walls, or he might have persuaded 
some of his fellow-servants to scale the 
turret in the dark, and thus gratify his cu- 
riosity; but that might not easily be done; 
and much as Mr. Langhton and the priests 
were despised in the neighbourhood, it 
might not be safe to make so daring an 
attempt to penetrate into this mysterious 
attic. 

At last, however, he forgot himself; 
and at his usqal hour he appeared at his 
mastei\*s bedside, whom he found awake, 
having been, like himself, revolving in his 
own tnind, which was the most probable 

method 



tAKGHTOK PRIOBY. (JS 

method he could pursue, to satisfy himself 
fespectiTig the person it was supposed in- 
habited the room over the Padre's. Not 
having, however, come to any decided re- 
solution, he did no^t chuse to mention to 
Donaid what was pj^ssing in his mind, for 
fear it should lead him to commit some' 
rash action, by way of fathoming this 
strange mystery. 

The morning proving as fine as the 
preceding one, the Marquis gave orders 
to have his horses* brought to the Priory 
immediately after breakfast; and, of course, 
mentioned his intention of exploring the 
environs, when he met the familv. Mr. 
Langhton immediately desired his grandson 
to prepare to accompany his brother, as 
he could point out the pleasantest paths 
to his Lordship, who, while Algernon was 
gone to equip himself for his ride, strolled 
out into the gardens with Rosalie i and 
having led her, as by chance^ towards the 
chapel, he raised his eyes towards the mys- 
terious turret, which he now perceived 
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was, as his valet had represented, strongly 
fortified without side with a strong iron 
chevaux ,de frize, which was let into the 
wall, that had evidently been heightened 
very lately ; he also saw where the Gothic 
windows in the upper room once had 
been; but they were now closely bricked- 
up; therefore, the only light the apart- 
ment could receive must be, as Donald 
had told him, from above. 

*' Are the apartments in that turret oc- 
cupied by any of the family ?" he carelessly 
asked his companion. 

^' The lower room is merely an anti- 
' chamber to the chapel," she replied; "Fa- 
ther Benedetto has always inhabited the 
one above — those Gothic windows give 
light to his apartment.'* 

'' Which must be very lofty, I should 
presume — to judge by the height of the 
walls." 

'' Oh, there is a third room over the 
Father's, which is fitted up for an obser- 
vatory, I have been told ; but I have never 

been 
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been permitted to contemplate the pla- 
iiet3 from thence— though I have been 
assured there is a very fine telescope, pro- 
perly fix€d for making observations, under 
a sky^light. - Indeed, I recollect the turret 
undergoing a very great alteration, by the 
Father's directions, to enable him to study 
astronomy; and as he has long been sole 
governor h6re, I never venture* to perplex 
him with questions which he does not chuse 
to answer." < . '» . 

^' But why, .4e^ri?st. Rosalie, does he n6t 
suffer you to benefit by the observation he 
makes upon the heavenly bodies, ia this 
^id turret-chamber — sinc/e his own rooiU 
is inaccessible, Algernon tells me?" : 

'* Had you been brought up in a Catho- 
lic family, my dear brother, you would not 
have asked such a question.; since we are 
all required merely to see, hear, and speak, 
as our ghostly father directs. The mosl 
innocent curiosity is deemed a sin, since 
Father Benedetto requires us to be mere 
automatons in his hands: a good Catholic^ 

according 
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acciording to his creeds is an absolute, pas«- 
sive machine, whose actions^ nay, very 
thoughts, are all regulated by his or her 
confessor/' 

Before the Marquis could reply, Alger- 
non, who was ready booted and spurred, 
came towards them, 'calling — :'' Brother, 
your houses are arrived — and mine is ready, 
if you are inclined to be moving/' 

I am at your owJers,'* was the reply. 
I wish you were goin^ with us, nvy 
dear Rosalie. Do you never venture on 
horseback ?"- 

'' I have never ye¥ made the attempt. 
Marquis; and I am fearful I should be very 
timid and very awkward.'* ^ 

The approach of Algernon, with whom 
they returned jnto the house, prevented 
Malcolm from pursuing the subjedt; and 
he proceeded with his brother across the 
hall, who ran forward to the great doot, 
and not fancying his saddle was properly 
placed, chose to alter it, while the Mar- 
quis was taking leave of Lady. William and 

his 
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his sister. Our hero's groom was-^highly 
amused by Algernon's awkwardness; indeed 
he could hardly keep his countenance 
while holding his lord's stirrup; but hav- 
ing at I^st arranged his nag to his mind; 
he mounted^ and rode after his brother^ 
regretting that Belthorpc ' was prevented 
from joining their party ; but it being 
Friday, he always devoted the morning of 
that day to the confessional chair, for the 

benefit of the household. 

» 

^ Having taken a pleasant circuit of a 
dozen miles or more, they reached a small 
retired hamlet, at the further extremity of 
which stood a remarkably neat cottage. 

*' The French ladies I once mentioned 
to you, brother, rcJSide there," said Alger- 
non, pointing with his whip, "Madame de 
La Tour and her daughter. I must just 
ask them how they do, if you ha\^ no 
ij^bjection, as they n(iay feel offended, shoitld 
they see me ride by. They both speak 
very tolerable English — but you can talk 
French, I dare say : as for me, I have learnt 

more 
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more from Pauline de La Tour than from 
BeUhorpe — I wished Rose to have become 
her pupil; but my mother is not very fond 
of French people nor French manners; 
and Father Benny^ as we style him for 
shortness^ v;ould not second my plans— 
indeed^ he wants to keep me from visiting 
at Hilton; but Belthorpe is my confessor, 
and he says I ought to be kind to people 
in distress ; so the Padre's lectures are of 
no avail: besides, why should he hinder 
me from associating with women of ra^ik, 
and of whom he entertains a very htgli 
opinion, and whom I should never see eli^, 
but of Sundays and holidays? — and not 
jrlways on the latter, or you would have 
seen th^na on Wednesday — but Madame 
was not well. However, here is their 
door — shall we call, or will you ride on, 
while I just say how do ye ?" 

^' I could not thifik of being so rude,*' 
rejoined Malcolm, which induced his bro- 
ther, who had alr^eady reined in his horse, 
to call out — ^' Who is at home there?'* 

which 
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^hich was certainly proof positive 9f his 
being upon pretty intimate terms with the 
ladies, who soon appeared at their door, 
and having welcomed Mr. Albany, and 
expressed their.joy to see him, they hoped 
he and his friend would do them the ho- 
nour to alight. 

. "Can you make it worth our while?" 

asked the unpolished Algernon ; " have 

. you any thing to give us for our luncheon, 

as I am very hungry? — we have been 

taking a long ride.*' 

^^ Then I am very glad," said Madame, 
in tolerable good English, '' that we huve 
something to offer you, I am sure you \\ ill 
like." 

• "What say you^ Marquis?" cried Al- 
gernon; " I can make free, and this is Fri- 
day — you take me?" 

Our hero smiled, while the matron ex- 
claimed — '' The Marquis 'of Endermay, I 
presume? Why did not you introduce us 
to his Lordship, Mn Albany ? every avowed 
enemy of Buonajiarte/ and such are all 

officers. 
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officers^ I h^il as the savionrft of my poor 
distracted country/* 

During this speech Algernon had dis- 
mounted, and having thrown the bridle of 
his horse over the railing in front of the 
cottage, he ran forward with Pauline^ to 
inspect the larder^ he said. Madame chose 
to remain at the gate till the Marquis 
alighted; and while so doings owing to a 
glass opposite the parlour window^ he per- 
ceived his brothei: saluting Pauline very 
cordially; but almost immediately running 
out again, he cried — '^ Come along, bro- 
ther — faith ! considering the day, we are in 
high luck," 

Malcolm gave him credit for his attempt 
to dupe him into a belief that he had been 
visiting the larder; but as Madame re- 
mained stationary, he gave his horse to his 
groom, who with difficulty suppressed his 
smiles, having been no less clear-sighted 
than hisjlord, who now followed the lady 
of the house into the cottage, where Pau- 
line and a servant-girl were busily em- 

5 ployed 



ployed in decorating the table^ in a very 
decenf parlour ; and a. cold partridge pie, 
potted hare^ &c. were soon ^et out/ 

^* Come, brother, we will dispense with 
grace for once ? this is fast-day at Rome, so 
I generally contrive to call here, by way of 
laying in a good foundation previous to 
our fish-dinner.'* 

Malcolm felt hurt at this open derelic- 
tion from the tenets of his belief; but not 
chusing to express his disapprobation, 
merely said — *' You have not introduced 
me to these ladies, Algernon." 

*' Ob, I never stand upon ceremony* 
But this is Madame, the Marchioness de 
.La Tour, whose husband was a marquis^ 
^and an officer like you— she was lady of 
honour to the late Queen of France — his 
Lordship was guillotined by Robespierre; 
and she, after being, confined, for^ God 
knows how long, with Mademoiselle Pau- 
line^ at last, at the risk of her own life^ 
and that of some of her friends, made het' 
escape to Englattd ; and the Bishop of St. 

Pol 
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Pol de Leon recommended her to Padre 
Benedetto/ as she wished to live in the 
country But enough of melancholy re- 
trospections — let us endeavour to drown 
sorrow ; what signifies reverting to the 
past ? let us enjoy the present. Ladies, 
this is my brother-in-law, the Marquis of 
Endermay ; and when you know more of 
him, you will like him a« well as I do." 
[■ Madame, who had had recourse to her 
cambric handkerchief, during this short 
recapitulation of her misfortunes, soon re- 
covered her spirits, and pressed the Mar- 
quis very nluch to partake of the dainties 
before him. He begged to be excused, as 
Mr. Langhton dined so early, and he very 
seldom took any thing between meals. 

" But you will only have fish and eggs 
at the Priory," tried Algernon, helping 
himself to some partridge-pie. ^ 

" They will be a greater treat to me than 
to you," was the reply; " but we're 1 to 
follow your example, I should not be able 
to do any honour to my dinper." 

'' Then 
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'"i Then do as you please, as F nmst sink 
4he luncheon at home; for grandfather is 
'even a more strict observer of fast days 
than the Padre — is he not, Madame?" 

'^ They^re both excellent men^ my young 
friend; Father Benedetto is, perhaps, ra- 
ther the most indulgent of the two : and I 
own, I think, at your age, you require 
nK)re solid food than you are allowed; on 
these days, to partake of at the Priory, else^ 
I would not tempt you, to break thrqugh 
the almost monastic rules of that house.'* 

This was evidently said to excuse her- 
self to our hero, for conniving at what he. 
was convinced Mr. Langhton would have 
reprobated in the most severe raani\er. 

1 

While, however, Algernon was gratifying 
his appetite with thes^ forbidden viands, 
she expatiated upon the miseries she had 
endured since the revolution. Malcolm 
could only wonder she had survived the 
sU'fFerings which, according to her own 
account, she had undergone; since, having 
been in the suite of the unfortunatfe &iaria 
vex, II. E • Antoinette, 
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Antoinette, she had heen in a pecullaf 
perilous sitimtlon: but as neither Tier raanh- 
tiers nor address ^ed him to suppose she 
had ever been even presented at Ver- 
sailles, he paid Very little attention to her 
prolix narfsrtive. Pauline was very hand*^ 
some, and no fool, he thought. Madame 
liad also the retnains of a fine face> and 
had been once, he could suppose, very like 
her daughter, to tvhom thd stifl bore a great 
resemblance. Of Belthorpe they both 
spoke in the high^est terms ; Madame had 
known him abroad, and had l6ng felt the 
greatest esteem for him : but as our hera 
was by no means interested in these de- 
tails, he reminded his brother that time 
wore, hinting that he should not chose to 
make dinner wait at the Priory. 

'' Nor I, by Jove ! so we will be O.B»G, 
as Belthorpe says, if yon wilf neither eat 
nor drink any thing/' 

Malcolm again excused himself; and at 
last, to his great joy, tbey^wer6 suffered to 
4^art ; Madatne hoping that the Marquis 

wotilct 
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Vduld look in upOri them again, during 
%h morning airings, whiJe at the Priory, 
lie merely bowed in reply, not feeling a^ 
iiU ittclined to be upon a more intimate 
Footing withT them ; though from vanous 
remarks ivhich he miade, %vhich rathe^ 
raised Madame in his o]pini6n, he was con- 
Vinced that she did not wish Pauline and 
his brother to be upon the intimate termli 
they fevidently were ; for which he gav^ 
Tier great credit, as she must "bie cohscious 
that Mr. Langhton would never forgive his 
Inarrying even a Catholic, Vhp Was a mere 
'dependant upon his bouni;y. 

Having ridden from the door, Algernon 
inquired what he thought of Madame an^ 
Wuline. 

'' I have seen too little of them, td v*h* 
ture to give an opinion of them.*' 

" They are really women of rank,'* was 
the rejoinder; " Belthorpe knew Madame 
when she lived in just such a style as you 
do at home; and he thinks that, after a 
time, Pauline may come in for some of 

E * her 
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her father's* fortune, as fihe,was so young 
^vhe^ be was gu^illotined — he was Madame'« 
confessor at Paris." T 

'' And pray, who confesses Pauline 
flow ?" asked his Lordship, in a droll tone, 
looking full at his brother. 

'^ Oh, he does -V)f course : she was for 
some years at the convent at Pontoise, 
near Paris, to which he was confessor — that 
trought him acquainted with the mother/* 
, '* And must she inform him how tenderly 
you saluted her this morning ?'* 

'^ Oh, fie!" replied the rather-conftised 
Algernon ; ^' what, kiss and tell ! that forms 
BO part of our creed — and I cannot often 
do so, for llladanie has an eye like a hawk. 
The Padre would condemn me to spend 
half my days, if not nights, for six months, 
in the chapel, if he was as wise as you are— ^ 
so, for God's sake, don't mention the cir- 
cumstance at home; let me tell where we 
have been, and all about it, and I warrant 
me I will bring myself off with flying. co- 
lours; though, as I told you before. Father 

JBenny 
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fienpy does not approve of- my visiting 
Hilton." 

'* Would Mr. Langhton be more i-ndul- 
gent, wer& he to know why you. visit 
there?" 

*' Not he^ truly; he makes no allowances 
for youth; now the Father does wink at 
tome things — but as for grandfather, his 
heart, as Belthorpe says, is impenetrable j 
he was never in love but wkh his patron 
saint-r-I only wonder he ever married; and 
my mother has a good deai of his coldness 
about her. As for me, I take after our 
father, lam sure, fori love a pretty girl; 
arid a drop of good wine, to my soul." 

Our hera did not chuse to contradict 
him, though he was well convinced that he 
bore very littte /resemblance to his father, i 
even in point of disposition, who, though 
a v^ry dissipated^ and, in many respects, a 
very immoral character, was by no means, 
addicted to low pursuits, nor to the bottle. 
JMTalcolm was therefore more inclined to 
compare his brother to their deceased 

V K 3 uncle^ 
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uncle, whom he thought he bid very faib 
to emulate,, whenever he became his own'. 
Blaster. 

Having reached the Priory poctal dtsring 
his reverie, our hero alighted and delivered! 
his horse to his groom, walking forwards, 
with his brother, who whispered, when 
they separated in the hall — " Not a woi'd of 
the luncheon, or the kiss, if you have any 
regaid for me." 

" I sbftll suffer you to tell your own: 
•lory,** was the reply, hastening to his own 
Toom, convinced that Algernon's princi- 
ples were very relaxed. He was, therefore, 
rather nnd^cided whether he should invite- 
him to visit him in London; since, like 
Xady Winifred, he foresaw that many o€^ 
his follies would be laid at his. door. 

As he seemed lost hi' thought while- 
dressing, Dojaald durst not break in upon* 
his reverie, though when he had occasion 
to speak to the valet, it was with his usual 
affability; and while h^ was helping him on 
with' his coat and waistcoat, certain he 

would* 



would learn the circumstance frotn the"^ 
groom, and wishing to hear tiih general* 
opinion which* was entertained of them^ 
his Lordship said-*** I called with' my bro*- 
ther upon the French ladies you have btord 
mentioned^ Donald; ,they are- very com-*^ 
fortably situated at Hilton^ and are very 
pleasant chatty women ^ ther French revo- 
lution obliged them to'emigra^jand their 
being Catholics has interested this family in. 
their fiivour/* 

Now Donald had heard these said bdiei 
spoken of very lightly at the Nag's-head; 
and' ev!§n AihtoH had^ Wtjrted, tliar he be- 
lieved Mr. Belthorpe consoled Madame for 
the loss of the.Marc{uis; hut he durst not 
retail these scandalous suggestions ttdi his^ 
lord; therefore merely replied — ** He bad^ 
heard Hilton was a very pleasant place;" 
but did not venture, to make any remains 
upon the emigrants, which was a convin- 
cing proof to his master, that be had not 
heard them spoken of in very high terms. 

E 4 '' Has 
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" Has Ashton ever- renewed the jsubjecf' 
you discoursecl upon the other nighl F""" 
inquired our hero- 

f^ Never, my Lord; but I am sure he told 
me truth in some respects; since I have 
ittinutply examined tbe turi*et- i^om, the 
;road, and it is very easy to perceive that 
the windows bave been bricked up> and that 
it is fortified even against the approach 
of cats — for even they would hardly dare 
to scale the chevaux de frize that runs- 
round the upper wall." *^, 

** Ver)*^ probably they were the occasipn 
of it^ being put up; since the Father might 
afpprehend they would break the sky-light,, 
and damage his instruments^ in their noc-' 
turnal rambles; a^ I understand^ and from 
verjr good authority, the upper room is 
really an observatory/* 

" May be so, my Lord ; but I cslnnpt 

h»Ip having my doubts — since telescojjes 

neither eat nor ilrink. However, it cer- 

tainly di>es lidi concera me; though I can-- 

' - not 
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» 

«ot help being anxious to discover why sq 
siuch pains ivere taken to render this atti^ 
inaccessible." 

. The last dinner-bell prevertted ourherp 
from replying, as he hastened dovm t9 
join the family. 
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Mh. Langhton thought it necessary to apo- 
logize to hi^ guest, for setting him down 
to a fast-dinner; alledging that he dare not 
place temptation in the way of his house- 
hold. The Marquis again assured him tflfat 

4 

he was very partial to fish; and he was not 

^ sorry to see a blUsh of shame tinge his 

lu^other's cheeks^ when he caught his eyes 

jf & upon 



tipon hH«. The cloth being removed, th#- 
eonversation naturally turned upon the 
environs of the Eriory ; and Mi». Langhton . 
tsked hi$ grandsofi, where he had taken 
Ike Marquia of Endermay ? He detailed 
the route they had gone, adding—'^ Wq 
took Hilton in our way home. Madame 
de La Tour was at? her gate when we rode 

* 

by,, and pressed us so much to^alight, my 
brother agreed to oblige her/' 

Malcolm felt his colour rise, whife Al- 
gernon was Ihus distorting facts; still he 
did not chuse to contradict him. 

*^ Madame de La Tour is a very sensi- 
ble, welUnforraed woman,'' rejoined Mr. 
LanghtoD, " and extremely grateful for the 
rifling favours I have conferred upon 
her/' ^ . . 

** She 15 certainly truly deserving of the 
recommendation the Bishop^^ of St. Pel de 
X#oa gave her," obtruded the Father, " as 
«be conforms in every respect to her cir- 
cumstiBnces; and there is na small merit in 

»o 



so doing/ when people^ like her^ havc^ 
movecl in the first circles." 

'^*I perfectly agree with yow. Father/* " 
said our hero, who conceived the friar's ; 
last speech was particularly addrovsed to 
bira; " yet, as Madame de La Tour is par-- 
tiaJ, she told me, to a country life, she* 
cannot be more agreeably situated." 

Lady William did not join in the con- ■ 
rersation ; . and Rosalie busied herself in 
j^ring a golden pippin^ not feeling in- 
clined to say: any thing in favour of these 
said amiable emigrants. Mr. Langhton 
believed they were very devoutly inclined, 
adding-T-^' Had the English laws tolerated 
Mqv so doingy Mademoiselle Pauline wished ^ 
to have taken the veil; but though manv 
religious communities have been received 
in Great Britain, they are not suffered, I i 
understand, to increase their numbers/' 

Belthorpe neither seemed nor felt ex- 
actly at bis ease; and was, in his soul. Very 
angry with his pupil, for having taken his 
brother to Hilton; as. his want of appeti4o 

E:6 > at - 
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at jiinner Convinced hinv that He had broke" 
his fast at the cottage; and he had seen- 
enough of the young soldier to know, that 
jhe acted strictly up to his own profession- 
of faith, /therefore certainly would not 
approve of some of Algernon's private 
indulgences; but as this was not the time* 
to vent his spleen upon his unguarded* 
pupil, he fomented^ with Mr. Langbton, 
that the fair Pauline stood no chance of 
increasing the sisterhood of nuns. 

Malcdlm^ j\6t chusing to speak his real* 
sentimehts of the young lady/remained 
silent, and was not sorry when Mr. Langh- 
ton again challenged him to a game at 
chess; and they were no sooner seated at 
the; board, than the .Criar withdrew, possi- 
bly to his private devotions; and Belthorpe 
and his pupil retired into their study; 
where the former gently blamed his elite 
for having taken the Marquis to Hilton, 
^n'd strll niore for having indulged his ap- 
petite before him. 

Algernon laughed. 4it his scruples, de- 

-daring. 



^l^nirg his brother saw nothing reprehen- 
mb\e in his conduct— '^ He was not hungry^ 
else he wouM have followed my example. 
You know what he said of St, Bartholo* 
mew — and I tell you it is only politeness 
that prevents him from laughing in the 
Padre's face, when he gives him his bles-^ 
Sring, and mumbles out benedicilL He will 
never peach, I am convinced — nay, for ' 
fear he should unawares blunder out* with 
any thing that might bring me into anjc 
trouble, he desired me to te\\ my story my 
own way." 

'' That was certainly very kind ;. still I 
would have you be more upon your guard 
•— Lady William is very much attached to 
your brother, and. if she should close ques- 
tibu him, your visits at the cottage might 
be absolutely forbidden/' 

This surmise induced Langhton to pro-^ 
mise he would be more circumspect, though 
he was sure the Marquis would not make 
mischief; yet he felt rather uneasy, when 
Malcolm and her Ladyship were^ as usual^ 

left 
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fbrt teie-d'teie AuTWg vespers; and cert^Inly^ 
the latter immediately reverted to the la- 
dies at Hilton, seriously inquiring, what" 
his Lordship thotjght of them ? He aHedgcd 
Waving" seen too little of them, tor have 
formed any correct opinion, of Aem ; : 
though he acknowledged he much doubted 
Madame de La Tour^s ever having filled a^ 
distinguished post at Versailles. 

*'Oh;.l have never been the di^pe- of 
that improbable: fiction," rejoined herLa- 
dyship, " her manners are such a palpable 
contriadiction to the tale ; indeed^ I am 
sorry to say I entertain but a very slight? 
opinion of both mother and daughter, . 
though I am under the necessity ofitreatr- 
ing them \vith common civility when they 
\'isit the Friory. The mother has been 
handsome/ and Pauline is certainly a very^ 
fine girl — Algernon i9> I fear, of the same* 
o-pinion ; for I have often watched them ' 
both, when I ought to have been other- 
wise employed^ but when I fancy the 
happiness of my children is at stake, I am^ 

even : 
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even inattentive to my* duty at chajjel. I' 
l>ope my son is not a . frequent visitor at^ 
the cottage^did he seem ta be upon a^- 
very intimate footing there. Marquis?* 
"Your rising colour is a sufficient answer to^ 
my question/' 

"Nay, positively, my dear Madam, you? 
mtsinterpret my change of colour. How- 
ever, whether. Madame de La Totir was 
or was not dmne dltonneur- to the beau- 
tiful Antoinette, she does not appear in- 
clined to eticourage any intimacy be- 
tween my brother and :P?iuKne, whom II 
own, nevertheless, I 'wish was immured in 
some canvent, since sfee is so anxious to ^ 
retire from the world. Yet; as Father Be- 
nedetto almost prohibits Algernon's visits. 
to Hilton, I think yoo have, no need to ^ 
alarm yourself; besides, I hope my uncle 
will prevail upon Mr. tanghton to allow * 
my brother to visit London this spring. 
Lady Winifred^ I have already told you, 
talks of doing so, and of asking my sister 
to bear her company; which must,' in my 

opinion^ 
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opinion/ itiduce Mr. Larfghton to alloyr' 
Algernon also to leave the Priory, when, 
admitting he may be rather too partial to 
the fair emigvi^r he will soon forget her." 

'' T|iere is certainly great justice in 
your reinark. Marquis; and I do hope my 
father will agree to your very obliging 
proposal; but my son is so entirely de^ 
pendant upon him, I dare not take so ac* 
tive a part as I could wish in the business* 
, At Mr. Langhton's demise, the Priory and 
the annexed estate wiU descend to n^e^ and 
in due course of time to Algernon ; whe^ 
ther he could cut him off with a shilling, 
1 cannot pretend to say — I only know that 
he certainly would do so, were he to incur 
bis serious displeasure; at all events, he 
would not qome in for a shilling- of his 
personals,, which must amount to a very 
considerable sum^ — though, I believe. Far 
ther Benedetto distributes something very 
handsome yearly,, in charity — among Ca- 
tholics, of course; and we have none in 
this neighbourhood, if I except the tmi- 

grces;. 
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grees ; therefore the poor of this parish are 
not included in these donatians^ which t 
think very wroftg: but I am a mere cypher 
in the femily r and though I nowand thenv 
through the means of my maid, am able io- 
relieve a few poor women in Chedworth^ 
I am confident we must be all despised and 
disliked in the village." 

" I have been assured that every body 
floes justice to your merits, Lady William; 
indeed, the whole bjanne seems to fall, 
where it ought, upon Father Benedetto." • 
'^ I am sometimes inclined to think lantr 
too passive,*' resupied her Ladyship ; " but 
it is a difficult matter to reconcile opposite^ 
duties; and were I to act in direct contra-' 
diction to my father's will, it would be ai 
bad example for my children." 

Our hero perfectly agreed with this ex- 
cellent woman ; but the return of the fa- 
mily prevented him from telliag her so ;: 
and at his usual hour he retired for {be 
night. While undressing, he was medi-* 
fating how to satisfy his curiosity ^espect:^ 
.... ing; 
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iDg the supposed observatory; and thoughf 
the best tkne to explore its mysteries 
would be at seven o'clock the next morn* 
ing/ while all the family were at mass« 
Should be, or should he not> inform Do- 
nald of his intentions, he considered. At 
last, however, be resolved to ascend the 
roof alone, as he knew there was a trap- 
door which opened upon the leads/^n the 
lumber-room adjoining the Padre's vaulta,- 
and the ladder to ascend to it he had seen; 
lying by the side of the wall; he had^ 
therefore, no need to inquire his way, as 
this opening must' be within a few^ paces^ 
of the turret he wished to exjimme; and* 
shouM he be obliged to relinquish hi$. in-^ 
tention, he did not wish to have any one^ 
privy to his mortification; therefore dis- 
missing his valet as usual, who had been^ 
stirprised at his unusual taciturnity, he re- 
tired to bed, to meditate more at his ease 
upon the attempt'he was resolved to make. 
In conseque^nce he was up and dressed by 
seven o!clQck,, hut. \ytaited very patiently 

tilU 
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tilt the bell for mass had ceased^ as tha^ 
family were then/ he conceiv^d^-^all safe iik 
the chapel ; and sincerely did be rejoice at 
Donald's liaving taken upon him to light 
his fire, since rfie uncertainty of the house- 
maid's coming into hi^ room would else 
have prevented him from- making, at least, 
an attempt ta jgratify hi&. curiosity. At 
last, having put his head without the door>. 
and convinced himself that no one w^. 
BQOVing in any dir«ctionA he walked as. 
gently as possible towaids the lumber^ 
]K>om, and, as a preliminary step, took z^ 
peep into, the vaulta— ^na one was there;; 
:^erefore, after bolting himself in, to avoids 
being taken by surprise, he placed the lad«^ 
der, and' after cautiously undrawing half- 
a-<io2en boh& in various directions, he got 
out into a: wide gutter, close to the turret; 
but found,, upon a nearer inspection of the- 
chevaus dft frize, which surmounted the ^ 
Walls, that it wouJd.be no very easy task 
to obtain a glimpseof the sky-light;; and- 
tjs^epthe could lookdown.that, he should 
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not be able to ascertain whether the attic 
was inhaibited or not : yet, to have taken ^ 
6o much trouble, without at last gratifying 
his curiosity, would be, very provoking, 
he conceived. He might have made shift 
to scramble up the wall, he thought; but 
it would be very difficult to clear the iron 
spikes^ which projected in every direction, 
and which were at least eight feet from the 
place where he stood ; and should he be 
caught in them, which was not improbable; 
he might pay pretty dear for his folly, 
He was, therefore, preparing to^* return, 
when, upon setting his foot upon the lad- 
der, he reflected that he might, with the aid 
of ^hat, scale the. wall, if not clear the 
chrwNx de frize; andas he only wanted to 
look down the sky-light, he hoped he 
should be able to do that; he was therefore 
preparing to draw the ladder up, when in 
bending down to eflfect his' purpose, he 
caught sight of a large mat,, which had: 
.evidently been left in that room for. the 
Vt'orkmen .to wipe their ftet upoD> jvhen 



^ / 
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tliey catne down from their, labour; he 
. therefore hastily descended in s^rch of if, 
conceiving, it might be of service to him ;- 
and upon a nearer inspection^ he found it 
so completely stiffened with dirt, and 
beitig of the kind he had seen sailors 
making on board ship, he was convinced 
that even the spikes of|the chevaux defnze 
would not^ be able to penetrate it. He 
therefore eagerly seized it ; and haying 
once more ascended the ladder, hastily 
pulled it up after himy and placed it against 
the turret-wall; it was rather shorter than 
he could hav^ v^ished; but having, when 
he reached the top, flung his mat over the 
projecting spikes, which he found ^ere 
unable to penetrate through the thick coat 
of dirt it had imbibed, he, with iSorae diffi-r 
culty, and no small risk^ at last, seatied him- 
self upon the summit of the' iron fortifica- 
tion; but even then he could not look 
down the sky-light, as the small dome in 
which it was, was in the very centre of the 
turret* 

Resolv^d^ 
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Resolved, however, not to be disap* 
"pointed, now he had got so Tar, he piiHed 'I 
the laddci- up, and having fittd it on the 
other side, sooli descended upon the leads 
which sutTounded the dome, towards which 
he hastily approached, and upon looking 
down, metth^ eyesof aypiing man, nearly 
about his owfi agfc, who was in \he very 
act of putting, ort a loo^e great-coat; but 
who, havifl^ beefa disturbed by the nt)is6 1 

our hero had necessarily made, cautiously 
as he had endeavoured tomoVe, stood with 
hrs arms exteiided, and his i^yes fixed upoft 
the unexpected intruder, wliose animated 
bandsbme countenance did not lead him td 
apprehend he had fnlich to fear; and as far 
as sighs could rea&urc him, Malcolm tried 
todo s6, giving him to understand he wished 
to speak tb hitAi which inducl&d him, after 
wrapping himself in his ^reat-coat, by 
means of a line, to open a pane in the 
isky-light, the frame of which was all iron; 
and the small opening he seemed to have 
it in his power to make^ would not have 
3 sufficed 



*Siitfeced to pass his head through. Lean- 
ing over, our hero inqiiired--^'' Why ar^ 

.•you confined iti this strange way?'^ 

The prisoner shook Ms head, as itiijfch as 

"to say — '^ 1 do not understand yon/' And 
as his Lordship had spoken ratlhet low/ fof 
fear of being overfieard, fee tried to put 
his face moi^ through the operling; and 
the oerson he wished to ilddress* Ho less 
Anxious to know who he was, and froift 
whence he camCi ftiouftt^ upon a table 
^hich was ^tatiding directly under the 
^ome, Jind upon which some books wer6 
lying; -and as the Marquis addressed him a 
second time to tio pUrposfe, he made him ti 
*ign to hand him one of the bpt)ks, which> 
having previously placed a chair upon his 
taWe, he was able to do. 

•Never had oUr hero b^en more inte- 
rested in favour of ant fellow-creature j 
^ince, though fjy from clean in point of 
appearance, and seeming;' ais if he had nev^f 
i)een allowed the luxulry of a razors his 
dark hazel eyes beamed with sensibility^ 

blended, 
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Wended/our hero thought, with gratitade> 
who hastily opening the book he had given 
him, found it was the life of some Romish 
^aint in Italian; therefore instantly addres- 
sing the prisoner in that language, he asked 
— -'^ In the name of Heaven, * why ar^ you 
confined here J" 

' The wan coyntenance of the person he 
addressed instantly became animated, and 
he hastily exclaimed— -''Am I then so hap- 
py as to be addressed in the onlyjanguage 
I understand, and by a total stranger ? May 
I inquire who you are, and how you reached 
my prison window ?" 

" You are then, as I suspected, ^ pri- 
soner," rejoined the Ma;'quis. '' A strange 
story respecting ,the room yoi; occupy, 
induced me to scale the surrounding walls, 
to satisfy my curiosity; and I have seized 
the only time that I could have done so, 
unknown to the family. ,So let me know 
• whether I can be of any service to you ; 
since I give you my word, I am a man of 
honour, and have both the. power and the 

will 
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will to alleviate the miseriiss of my fellow-* 
creatures. But moments even are" pre- 
cious — therefore^ be caiidid^ and tell me 
who you are^ and what means I cab pur- 
sue to convince you of the sincerity of my 
offers." - 

This kind speech brought tears iuto the 
prisoner's eyes, who, at last, faltered out — 
** Your time must be too limited to listen 
to my short but sad story. Had I pen and 
ink, I think I could convince>yoH that I am 
deserving of your pity." 
• " I will provide you with writing mate- 
rials very speedily," rejoined the Marquis; 
** but as you value the friendship of a man 
whose, curiosity, and a sort of vague hope 
that he might be serviceable to a fellow- 
creature, has induced him, at some risk, to 
pay you this unauthorised visit,' be cau- 
tious— <lo not let a word, or even gesUirte, 
escape you, likely to create a suspicion of 
your haVinfg s^en any one, in the mind of 
those by whom you are confined." 

While speaking, the Marqius i^eturned 
VOL, II. F him 
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him the hook, Mfhkh having fectivei, -he 
raised his ey€& io Heaven^ sayings m Italiuft 
«— ^^ By the sacred jiarae of that all^^power* 
fill Behatg, viho can alone read |he florets 
of all hearts^ and vho pfie^j hy the most 
extraordinary oieans^ hrings cripiinak tQ 
juisticc^ I here swear never Io mieation hav* 
ing seen yx>u/' 

Tears of j oy and ^grs^itvde almost cb^lced 
his utter^m^e^ as he coBcluded ; and our 
hero^ yfho was ^Iso v«ery .much aflG^tedi, 
after a moment's pause fvesmn^ — '' I a«a 
upon a visit at the Priory^ and shall pro- 
bably •spend at least another ireek hexe. 
As I told you beibre, from some tunguaide4 
words which jan old servant dropped^ I 
suspected that there was aotme mystexy a&t 
tached to the room you occupy; Md I 
have, to my great satisfaction j gratified nkj 
curiosity. I icannot positively nettle whe«t 
I cw see you again; but I bvLve a 4S(9i)&^ 
dential servaat^ who has lived • with ii^ 
from my infancy; he diall ^ndeav^ur t» 
reach your prison w^dpw this eviesi^g; 
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as a token chat he corner from me^ he s^U 
bring you pen^ Ink, and paper; and he shall 
rap at your sky*Ught, -soon after «even 
o'clock^ <(vhen the family will all be at 
vespers. J%oK!d^ howesrer, any tfhing un- 
foreseen prevent his doing ^o, depend 
upon seeing me again^ at this hour to-« 
' morrow morning, when I wilt furnish you 
with writmg materiais, as I ^m eRtremeiy 
anxious to learn why you »e^thus myste- 
riously opnfined. So, for both our <sakes, 
be upon your guard; and )et me intreat 
you would be perfectly sincene in your 
communications; since I must be more 
acquaiined with many circumstances r^s- 
pecltjtig' yoia, than I am «t present, before I 
can venCure to inlerfeue in your behalf." 

'' I Wfll wite you atl 1 know respecting 
myself, generous stranger, which is but 
little, since I have been^, in iome respects;' 
secluded from the world frdm my earliest 
infancy. You are an Englishman, I pre- 
sume?*" - 
• * ^ I am fi Scotchman ^y birth; 'but my 
■^"' f2 father 
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father wsis an Englishman — Mr. Langbton's 
daughter was bis second wife, and I am' 
half*brotber to her children." / : 

'^ I never heard of the people yo.u men- 
tion^ though I suppose .th^y reside in this 
house: an old Italian monk> and his servant, 
are the only people I have ever seen, since 
I have been immured in my preseiit prison 
— the one was introduced to me as Padr^ 
Martini — the other is called Francisco." 

" I dare not remain with you any longer, 
ray new friend; since, for your sake, ^I 
particularly wish to reach my apartment 
again, unsuspected; though I am. more 
impatient than ever to hear your eventful 
tale, since there must be some weijghty 
reasons for keepi)ig you so much in the 
dark, as you appear to me to h%ve even 
been deceived respecting the name of your 
jailor. Therefore, rely upon my promise, 
that you shall ^ither hear from me, or see 
me by this time to-morrow." 

So saying, the Marquis\ once more as* 
tended the ladder; and with some risk, 

and 
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and nd 'small difficulty, retractd his steps 
into the lumber-room, just as the great 
clock Sfpucfc 'eight. • Having "hastily re- 
placed'die ladder and mat,, he unbolted the 
dooivand hastened back to his own room^ 
without meeting or even hearing any one, 
till he reached Donald's door, who came 
out of his room at thc^vei^y moment his 
lord was passing,, and seemed astonished at 
seeing him up and dressed so early* Mal- 
colm beckoned him to follow him into his 
apartment, not chusing to address him iti 
the passage, which the valet did in silence, 
wondering, where his Lordship could have 
been at such an hour. 

" Light .the fire," said Malcolm^ " and 
then 1 will tell you what induced m^ to 
explore this old mansion alone/' 

Donald soon obeyed his orders^ when 
our hera candidly told bim where he had 
been, and the discoveries he had. made. 

'' Then now, my Lord, I may venture to 
acknowledge that I have also been upon 
the leads, as I had learned from Ashton 

F 3 where 



^here thd tnp-ckxMr *war; bttt I dare not 
attempt to acak the waHs sttrrounding tlie 
lurref^ for feair Fiatber Benedetto simild 
have bad the gratification of seeibg me 
hanging upon one of bis spiked. But now 
yooltave pointed oat the means, and hate 
ran the risk of your owii llfe^ only put my 
courage to the tese, as I wouM perform 
impossibilities to o)yIige you/' 

'' I agree it is not a very easy mailer to 
reach the poor prisoner; and if you en* 
tertain any serious fears for your safety^ 
do not make the attempt. I am youngef^ 
and perhaps rather more aettye, and 
having—" 

'' B^tcuse the interrupttonj my Ldrd^ 
since I cannot sniTer you to believe thai I 
am less active in the csuse of ha man icy 
than yon could wish* You have be»des 
rendered the joivrney comparatively easy. 
Can your Lordship furnish me with pen, 
ink, and paper^ now? for, methinks, I could 
reach tine turret, and be back, before the 
family return from masa^'' 

" That 
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♦• Thaft wddld he i^posaSble/" was the 
reply; *' and I charge you, as yott vahre 
nrf regard, to act with prudence. Be- 
sfffes, you* must purchase the writing ma- 
terials F pirotnised the pi^iQoiier, smce I 
KaTe Hot a aofficrenf slock With me to s^p^ 
ply his' watts. But be' sure you are care- 
iM not to^ex(»te a»y suspiciolis-^-aiid da 
not think of approaching tlie turret tiU 
ihe'hmify^uTe att at vespers; it will be 
idark, I know; but t think, a\ there i» a 
Kitle mooit, yoif will be able to see your 
way. But» perhaps^ 'the pr'tsoner is not 
alVowed a Kght~-I am^ therefore, almost 
arnm) of your renturmg; since I positively 
should never forgive myself, were* you to- 
meet with any accident*** 

*^I win take every precaution not ta 
endanger my neck, my Lord^ even if I 
contrive a paper lanthorn. Meanwhile, 
Sttllbr me to brush your Lordship's coat 
and pantaloons> which bear the marks of 
your late scramble over the Apikes/' 

^ No doubt; and make haste, and put my 

B 4 hair 
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hair to rights^ else I shall Ii;eep break&st 
waiting/' 

'^ Oh^ how I should glory^*' rejoined the 
Talet, '/ if that old monk was but doojoftd 
to solitary impruK>ninent fojr the re|st of bis 
life \ since he ' must have had some vile 
motive for confining this poor young ma? 
*--*eke, why need be have made such a se- 
cret of the matter? I only wonder he had 
not ' made away with, him — ^but that, * p^rr 
baps, might not have answered his puf'i- 
pose: besides, in England, he might be 
puzzled how to dispose of the body; iiji 
Italy, he might have left it even in the 
public streets^ without exp9sing himself to 
suspicion/* . -, 

Thus did Donald run on, while f^rang- 
ing- bis lord's hair, who having rjenewed 
bis cautiqns^ and desired him not to.^tir ^ 
step witl^ut his concurrence, - walked 
dov^n stairs, dc^bating with hinv^lf whether 
he .should mention^ the strange discpvery 
he had made to his uncle, whom he ex« 
pected would visit the. Priory th^t morn- 
ing; 
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ing; but finally resolved not to do so, at 
least at present: he must first learn the 
prisoner's story, then he should be able to 
decide what measures to pursue with Fa^/ 
ther Benedetto, towards whom he did not 
feel very cordially inclitiied, when he joined 
the family party. 



CHAP. V. 




Soon after breakfast, the Earl of Algernon 
rode into the cloistered court, and was, 
npon alighting, shewn into the oriel par- 
lour, where the family were all assembled. 
Mr. Langhton had never seen him before,, 
but gave him a very polite jreception, and 
seemed to think himself honoured by his 

. F 6 visit; 
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visit; and his Lordship immediately set 
Ludjr William at her ease, by declaring^ 
that if it had not been for her son and 
daughter, he should have fancied merely a 
few months bad elapsed since their sepa* 
ration, she was so little altered. 

" My glass tells a very different tale, my 
Lord,** she gaily replied; " though I might 
with justice have paid you such a compli- 
ment^ still I have felt that many, many 
years have elapsed since our last meet- 
ing*' — introducing him to Algernon and 
Rosalie; and> like our hero, he was much 
the most jprepossessed in favour of the 
latter. 

Her Ladyship then inquired after the 
Countess, Lady Winifred, and. Lord Dun-* 
luce; and having assured hec that they 
were al) weU^ and very anxious to see her,, 
his LQrdship> having token a seat, imme^ 
diately entered upon the purport of his* 
visit— not appearing to conceive it pos* 
stble, tkat Mr* Langhton could object ta 
^^ grandson's accompanying the Marquis,, 

him. 
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ftifldj md liord Dualticej to Preston, since 
ftl^e 4tan^r was evldeatly given in honour 
ef I^oid Endenm^y* he obseiiyed: aodj as 
his hovddap bad expect(^> the old gentle- 
naa found it impossible to put a negative 
vpon his riequcst; indeed, .Father Bene^- 
dtetto, vho well knew how to lime his 
acquiescence, was the first to declare his 
intire approbation of the Earl'a proposal-^ 
^ It was time Mr. Albany »aiiw a tittle of the 
world; and imder whose SLU$pictB could he 
better «afce bis fim appearance^ than un- 
der those of his upcle find elder bri>ther? 
and be was convinced that niff^one had ref- 
jolted more sincerely at the Marquis of 
Endermay'is having so bravely earned so 
^ofious a wr^th' of laurel in the service 
of his country/' 

The Earl was agreeably surpiised to find' 
Jiimself thus ably seconded by so eloquent 
Mk Advocate, to whom he paid several yerjf 
i^cceptabie compliments^ as be really ho- 
.noured good men of every persuasion; 
jBfid. ouf ^exo, who had ifinally resolved not 

p C .to 
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to condemn the friar upon mere siispicion^^ 
was not^ it^may be supposed, deficient in 
politeness vtpon this occasion. This mat- 
ter .being", hawever, ^eftljed to both his and 
Lord Algernon's satisfaction, the Earl pro- 
ceeded, to inform the gratified. Lady Wil^- 
liam^ that Lady Winifred and the Countess 
proposed calling upon her on Monday; 
as the one was very ainxious to renew her 
acquaintance with her^ and the other to be 
introduced to her. 

•' They do me infinite honour, my Lord> 
in thus dispensing with etiquette in my 
fevotit. I teg you will assure them, that 
1 feel timJy grateful for .their, kind intenf 
tions/' 

And even Mi^« Langhton (wha requested 
the Earl would bring Lord Dunluce witk 
himy when he again visited the Priory), 
Mv flaliered by what he deemed a tribute 
oF respect ^id to his superior sanctity, 
atid . strenuously joined in requesting his 
guest would take some refreshment, who, 
to oblige hitn^ eat a biscuit, and tasted his 

sherry; 
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sherry; and, as lie expressed Ms appro* 
bation of those parts of the building 
which he had already seen^ Mr. Langhton 
walked over the lower part of the house 
With him, accompanied by the young 
men ; and the Earl's praise was so judicir 
oiisly tinJed^ that thie old bigot was in rap- 
tures/ aTid more than ever attached to the 
ancient pile. 

It was too late when his Lordship took 
hisr leave, to admit of our hero's riding 
any part of the way with him; but he pro* 
mised to visit Highwood early in the week, 
as he felt greatly obliged to his kind un* 
cle, for having so dextrously prevented 
Mr. Langhton from starting any objection 
Id' Algernon's joining their party on 
Thursday, who would, had he dared have 
taken such a liberty, he told his brothel, 
have taken his uncle round the neck, and 
have hugged hiin very cordially— so much 
was he delighted with he thckights of 
joining this 'dinner-party; stopping the 
MSarquis^ as he was going up to dress, to 

inquire^ 
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inqitrre> bow he ougfit to adoni upon A»' 
grand occaainnf 

'' As you cko m general^^^we shall not be 
expected to appear m gala suits/' 

Havings however; neselved to cut a dasb, 
ackhe told Belthorpe^ be dispatched a ser*- 
wot foTc the Tillage taylor^ to vhom he 
gare orders to make him a dark bhie froclL 
e — the colottv his brother generally 'wore^ a 
white waistcoat^ and drab smalKclothes ; 
desiring Ibey might all be cut in tbe vny 
last fashion. Mr. Carpenter^ the Snip of 
Cbedworth^ promrised to do his best; and 
Algernon^ vrbo hada very higb opinion of 
biniself, made no doubt of appearing to* 
advantage at this dinner :. but^ by Bel- 
lborpe'»vadvicei he forbore to dwell apon^ 
the approaching holiday, for (ear Mr. 
Langhton should think Kim too eager af^ 
iec pleasure. 

While hewas^ bowoy^^ busily employed^ 
in giving orde^ fpr the decoration of his> 
pecsan^ Donald was displaying to bis inas- 
ter the purchases he had made for tiier 

prisoner,. 
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prisoner> consisting of a qotre of paper, a 
dozen p^ns, and a bottle of ink ; to which 
our liero acided a pen-knife> and a kind 
bUIet in Italian^ in which he entreated the 
young stranger to place iofipUcit confi- 
dence in him ; briefly relating what Donald 
had ieamt from Ashton^ which had induced 
him to explore the mysteries of *the tUrret- 
chamber^ and candidly informing who he 
was/^nd who were the present inhabitants 
of the Priory^ as he seemed not to know 
any thing about ihera; hinting his suspi- 
cions, which amounted to a certainty, that 
the Padre Martini was, in fact. Padre Be- 
nedetto; and promising that his servant^ 
as least likely to be suspected, i^ould call 
for his answer the following evening, at 
the same hour. This note Donald tie^ 
on the outside of his packet, hating pro- 
Tided himself with a ball of packthread^ 
assuriog las lord, that he would not ven- 
ture near the trap-door, itH he was cer- 
tain that the fiimily were all at chapel. 

The 
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' .The aFternoon seemed unusually long t^ 
.both master and mafi. Fortunately^ Mr. 
Xanighton did not propose chess to our 
hero, as he ivas convinced that he should 
have been check-mated in a very few 
moves — his mind was so full of the inte- 
resting prisoner, towards whom he al- 
ready felt a sort of involuntary attachr 
ment. He was, therefore, exceedingly 
rejoiced to find himself left iete-d'tete with 
Rosalie> during the afternoon ; as the old 
gentleman, Algernon, and Lady William^ 
generally spent some ti-me with their resr 
pective confessors every Saturday. With 
his sister he was under much less restraint; 
and by way of amusing her, and of divert- 
ing his own ideas Into another channel, be 
gave hQr his opinion of the Countess and 
Lady Winifred, describing .their persons so 
accurately, that she was sure, she said, she 
should know them both, were they to meet 
by chance; He next reverted to Lord 
DutUucej,to:whom he did ample justicQ%' 

thougl^; 



though hp Igre/^d ths^t ;he was the most 
volatile young man of his ^^e he had ever 
met with. ,, . 

"Then, I am surq^fJiifn^aijd.^^^r^Qn 
will be sworn friends. V said she; '^ for 4id 
he.darey h^ would display an . equal sh;aT^ 
of.Ieyityj'but.thougb pf the stronger se}^^ 
he is more pfraid of :Father, Benedetto thap 
I am^.and |s^ tQ,|^e fulij^ a$ ^uperstitiousr^ 
therefore,^ the. dread of. offen4ing his. jx^t 
t];on $aint^ will/atr.any tiofie^ d^ter hijis;! 
frQm;acting wroiig. Still my toother wishei^ 
he wa3 more restrained by principle thai> 
l^y superstition ; since> should he ever shake 
that, o^, she is fearful he wiU; give into 
many follies; It must seem extraordinary^ 
Marquis> but though we have b^^n brought 
up together, Algernon and I . never assi* 
milated; indeed> v/e generally difier.in 
opinion — of course, we have nev<er been 
iipon confidential terms with each other. 
Now I should find no difficulty in opening 
my whole heart to you, and yet you are a 
comparative stranger to me." 

' '* Our 
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medtisrteTy tipon af femifiar fboting with 
each other^ my dear Rosalie; and henee^ 
forth, r t?riist* y du witf consiifcf me sfiT your 
fitrotirite b roth er ^ ' an4 the representative, 
of your father; ant?/ ate snch, b'onrtd fir pro- 
mote yotrr happiness anrrd welfare t& the 
' utmost of my .power; since, believe me, 
niy zfkctiSn for ytm more than equals 
what you feef foi^ m^ : and, to be as tandrd 
as yotr have Beeii^ Algernon and I shall 
never assTmrlate as you and I ieem likety 
to do — nor never, I am convinced, be 
upon the same intimate terms, I hope, we 
•haH evet be in futinie." 

The entrance of lady William broke in 
upon their discourse; and, as she was al- 
most immediately followed by her son, the 
conversation became general, tiH they were 
joined by Mr. Langhton an^ the priests. 
After tea, the Marquis wasi as usual, left 
with his mother-in-law^ who very fortu- 
nately, he conceived, as he was extremely 
absent^ entered into a long retrospect of 

past 
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pasf times>vliicb^ Bari's visit IiacF brought 
very fordbly to her memory; and he Hsh 
tened wilfc islltiite compilaiflMee, rejoicing 
at beingN spared Hie talk, of enfermimng 
her; t^Kmgtn ^oMd fae have been eett^n 
thai Potiald hml ensured bk eommissiot}^ 
^^&lid was laifety retttmed^ he felt that he 
slumM be o«ce more- perfectly at ease; 
yet he dare Hotf make an excuse * to retrre 
f^ hb own room^« for feai^ *b'e shoixld fhirs 
lead ta a discovety of whithct he wa* 
gcyne; and should any accident have be* 
fallen him, what excfunle could he alledge, 
for whAf must aippear a very great breach 
of hospitality ? When hearing the great 
dock strike right, he whh difficulty con- 
cealed his perturbation; and probably he 
wouM havebetrayed his anxiety^^ if, to his 
great relief, after gently tapping at the 
door, Donald had not entered the sa- 
loon, I'espectfully inquiring—^' Whether 
his Lordship had not, by mistake, put thfe 
key of his dressing-case into his waistcoat* 
pocket, as he had been looking for it in 

vain; 



Vain,. far ttiola^t .h^l&hofur?" perfectly 
lieved from all ])|s.l9le rear^t^Mlde Doiiald's 
looKs.c«nvijac«4<»^ffic^\;iJf ft*. M^fc. 

Pui! hcFQ felt IP .hi&j^oKkf^vbyv^y of 
c^rryi^ig Wi tb^ ^♦rgfl, l)U}o4cp)atfe4r:he bad 
not the key itk\q^\if^ifi»^^^tl\[im0^Mil\g 
the ya{et/it was ot ^,fifinnfiqi:^nf:fi,.rs\i\c^ 
he CQuId easily for^e-^hf J^ck. : Dfo^^ld 
bowe4 i^nd rehired; ;,^qd,I,a4y William 
Jwipeflil vroul^ Ip^for^cpfiHng.. TbQiMar- 
;quis ma^e no,<ioubt/of, jts.beipg. fooodj 
.hut soon • changed the subject^' and was 
certainly making up fpr^hH late tacitur- 
nity^ when the party join^thefn^; and to 
ills, great joy J as he .was;* extremely anxious 
.t^.be^r Donald's account of his secret ex.- 
,peditioB> it being Saturday, night, Mr. 
Xanghton made a motion to retire, imme- 
.diately after supper, and the Marquis, as 
usual, followed his lead, 
^ The valet was already in his apartment, 
and having convinced himself that all was 
safe, and, that no one was upon the listen, 
he thps began — '' As I always come "up 

into 
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itJto your Lordship's room, to prepare 
your evening toilette, when' the servants 
go to vespers, I did so ot course this even- 
ing; atiil here I remained very quiet, till 
a quarter pra^ seven, when shrouding my 
wax tafler in a paper Ian thorn of -my bVrf 
contrivance, I istepped ^Af 'towards the 
lumber-room, and sboh gck oUt upon the 
leads, pulling the ladder and mat after mei 
The night was very clear— still, as I was? 
not sure whether the prisoner was allowecf 
a light, I ctontrtvcd to- fasten' Wylafnftiorn 

r 

to the' mat, and'thus ascended, till Trea'ched 
the cheoaux de frizt. I was sonie iiAie'm 
fixing my mat, ^nd taking' my seat-'-^loAger 
than your Lordship b^ one half, IdaVe say; 
but having, at^ last, settled m^self^ \* faafd ai 
eonviiuiing. proof that J. was e)cpect6d; as I 
saw^ a stream of light probeeditig froiti- the 
dbme> which induced me to leave my Ian- 
thorn still fixed to 1 my mat,' while I des^* 
eended. ai > hastily. :aQ> was.* coiisi&tent Witlp 
pradenee^^thouj^hv Icaniassuw yowLwd-^ 
skip, I wasimb^e a&aid of exeitibg' M»pi-' 
: I ' cion. 
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cioQj should I preve jqlumay, thaa of hurt- 
ing myself; but havuig Iwdc^il iwy safely 
vfithM <b^ msAlh, I approiNched the /dmi^^ 
and saw this s^^gle p«a^, your liOid^p 
had SO aiccunrtely d^^crih^ open ; I teant 
qver i^ and let down wy pgrfielj mfdciiig 
signs ^at ajyi nw aaf^^^lor ihe young flwi 
was ^standing, iipo^i ^ xlmr, which i«S9s 
placed upon th^e lable> hofcting an limi 
fod^ vluch^ I suppose* he had ^afcen from 
his ihfsd, 40 the ^d of whkSi he had &s^ 
tene^ his %vji3(4%^fat-^wishii^» I presume^ 
to ftkcUits^ iny j^^-Q^^^h. jFioiv happy dnd 
h^w ff^t^hX he iseemedi vdute opening 
the i^ri^ i imd vhej[i he tead your librd^ 
ship's laote^ fce smd lifae a obaldri^nd, I 
helievci^ 4)e leers sprang into my t^e^rr^ 
he seemed ^o dfi^cted and ao ihankf^i ; and 
a9^ ^r ;as he could make me itndentand hy 
si|^, I;sm anre he will senwinber you in 
his fitSLyfaoh^lmimg a1s» made nie under*^ 
etend^ 'Am:, he . w» gsing ito obey- yoor 
cemnkMds, And alai . he.«hauld -seonet im 
tiMMKrep iMiMod Ins >fael. i iaid'him' good 
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nigbt, by^ignsabo; endeavouring to make 
him lUDdersland 'wJben he should see me 
a^gain. I "bad not half so much difl&culty 
in ^ttinfg back; And noiy ^^t I lonow Ik>w 
to manage, I am^wre I $ha|I get :up and 
down like a cat. But having placed evfxy 
thing as I had \£o\md 1%, iA^i^e lumber- 
room^ I slole bafk, aSiSo£tiy a$ I vent, till 
I xeacbsd your .cbamber; when your I^ord-* 
ship having said y w should JUe -all apuiety 
till yoi» m^e , oonmiini^^ed tH«t J v^m c^e 
r^tuii^ed^ I thought I imglo^ ^Nwre to 
shew myself in the parl^vr, if J cou^ bdiMt 
frame a plausible excuse for so doing; and 
having actually missed the key of your 
dressing-case last nighty I affected to haye 
be<^n hunting it this evening/' 

*' You acted very prudently; for I was 
extremely anxious to see you,'' rejoined 
the Marquis. ^' However, now you have 
succeeded so well, I shall be less uneasy : 
but^do not let your late success render 
you rash, since we cannot be of any ser« 
vice to this youth, except we act with the 

greatest 
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greatest caCition. Till I am more au fait 
of his story, I cannot decide how I may be 
able to serve him: So, good night— though , ! 
I would have you rest assured, that your ^ 
zeal to serve me shall not go unre* I 
warded." ! 

Donald bowed very respectfully, and 
retired; since, though he was by no means 
^actuated by interested motives, he rejoiced ' 
to find he stood so high in his lord's good 
graces; for whom, as he 'had tokl Ashton, 
he would at any lime hxv€ gone through 
either fire or wdt*r. , 
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CHAP. VI. 



THE'iilext day, Toeing Sundays, our lycro, 
^J|ile dressing Ui^the morning, wiiich he 
•did for the day, asked Donald, whether the 
f(ectorx}€ Chedworth was reckoned a good 
preacher ? pot feeling inclined, to go to 
.mass wiih.the family. . ^ 

''AH those I have heard mention him, 
.my Lord, declare he has npt his equal io 
the pulpit ; at all events. Dr. Murray is a 
very good man, since even the servants in 
this house .give him ^n excellent character, 
and he is idolized in the village. In my 
humble opinion, if Mr. Langhton was to 
yoTu. n. a follow 
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folloV liis example, he would make himsef f 
115 ore sure of Heaven." 

" Mr. Langhton does his duty, lii his 
trwn opinion^ and mjty be as tftiaritably iii-^ 
dined as the doctor; since t think it very- 
possible that his agents frustrate his kind 
intentions, and lead him into errors. At 
all events^ we Jfiave no righit to condeinri 
him, for strictly conf6rming to the ikith 
he professes/' 

" Why, 1 dare say, my lord, the old 
Italian is the most to blame; and if I wa§ 
his friend, I would caution him against 
goi«g ouf, or temrning to the Priory, a^ 
ter dark, since he hds iftany enemies in thieJ 
village — and some who would not scruple 
dragging him thtougli a hofsitpotid, if ail 
opporttinrty occuttedj fot *ftOst people 
think Mr. Laiighton ivould he inftmit^ly 
more, liberal, btit for him ; but, as Asbtoit 
says, and the turret lor the trufli ^ tfitaJj? 
the Father can tnake the oM g«n*lemA« 
'believe just what he pleases^ o* what Iwwt 

«uils 



Sttfts his purpose. Biit, as (or Dr. Mtir^^ 
Vav, he visits boitjl l^icli and poor wheA 
Ithey we iM, ^liA fte\^er (kMs ^6 r^ieve th* 
wants jorf ibe latter.^' 

*^' Theii I will certainly go ^nd liear 
^m/' Inta^mtited mAc^a,, who bemg 
dressed, went ddwxi to breakfast. 

Mr. Lan^ton b^d entertained sanUt 

hopes )Aal lie would accompany th^m id 

'mass, iS!& he H;^d Weti dssured that tri^ii^ 

het'etics wetfe indifferent as tb ^'^^beire^ or 

in what mbd^y \hey addressed their bo*^ 

biage to Iheir Creator; and Father Be^ 

^ledetlo, who ahvays preached after Higft 

inass, %^^bieb, on Sirnda^s, ifhs tfot j^er^ 

fomfed tin ^eVe^> hdd pafepired a dft- 

'tJMt^ b<^ fcJc^^d Would fB^ke a great im^ 

ipremiott vfpcm ^ke ymii^g soldier. But t6 

Ills ^ea't :^sapp6¥nWeiH,'imiiied$ftte}y a$^ 

tw breald&sr, oiiV bet^ wishM the Amtly i 

good tfifernittf , 6nd sMfi^d Wth on foot. 

The friar, hoWeVer, instantly •re€olkoted; 

that as his Zionlship m^s in the arm y^ he 

. • « 2 probably 
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^rdbaWy dare not follow tJie diciaites of 
liis heart, since fee might incur censure 
4Q'r attehding any ibrnj: 6f* wjorship, e^- 
^<:ept that of the established, chiirch. Mr. 
-Laugh'ton was df; the same /opinioh; ^nd 
Madfijme de La T6iCr hnd her: daughter 
being arrived, fajr- whom tbetfaniily taaach 
jiad be0n sent, they adjourned to: chapel. 
r Meanwhile, the Marquis- r^tnlpJed about 
^i> spn^e. pleasant field«^.a(}jo}n^fl^xthe'yi^ 
•lage,^ by way o.f pabsi.ng the Jiaie,^ till -tli^i 
dhorqh bell sumtooned him' fa? his duty. 
Mh serivartts/' who. had learnt fi'om. Donald 
that! he ineant lo be ther^, had aH bre* 
xxeded him^-tWther.; indeed, he ra^er «up* 
posed, as i^e ajp^proached* ,t^e ctlurch?)iard, 
ihat his valet hsKlfnad^. his fin teoitior! kn(«K!in 
at the Nag*s--he,ad> as a soi;t rf cj?o,iid wer^ 
assembled near, the s^imrch^pordk 5 nn4 bisi- 
forfci he renche^ the out^er gate, b^.^^tav^ tJie 
rj2vered viHa^e ipa^tpr adyai^eing /forticKw 
own Jiouse, who waiting for hhn at the 
gate leading info the jchufcHryard^ bowed 

very 
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my politely, iSayjng-r-*' I presunie'I havq 
the honour. lofaddrt^ing the Marqiiis of 
End^rnoijiy ?11 ,;-.:;:• . t 

Doctor fetjucfted he^ would do him tho 
favour to tafce a seat in 'his- pew,, and was 
convmp:ed*/whHe iailvandu^ up! the avenue,. 
th9t the.ycmng> p^^r wast to tbc full as po- 
Kt^ as he wa».braye; afld thai he was not; 
Jifee some :»tpderB men-of. fashion, pre^ 
pfired: to q.uiz^,:Jh9^,.i!ttS|ic^^ 
?ndeed> the report of his servants had 
greatly prQpo«iseli9e.d him in our hero's fa-*' 
v4Hir» ,and he^. p^xw found that they bad 
barely done him JAiift ice. .-: 

. They entered the church together; and 
the Doctof having pointed out hjs pew tO' 
the valet, our hero immediaitely joined 
three ladies, who were already seated in ifj 
whota)! rose upon his,apprbach, motioning 
for-hira to take whit they deemed the best 
seat;, this he absolutely declined, placing 
bi^mselffqes^t'thedoor; and never had he 
bc^^i'd our. ex;c^llent; ehuxch service bettei? 

G 3* rcad^ 



ISC iAntesroK nsownc^ 

fead Itaft by ffi* Doctor^ cJiMtte^ % tkPf 
ftcmi^t^ young Ttfm, *vih^ta Mile vector 
had long patronized; and ihe Ddctor'^ 
scrmoft far siirpas&ed ifis egvpettaiioass. 'In-- 
Aetd, be vai much ih^ mosr atteirti^^ 
aifdifor in the <htijrcS^i since his zppetit^ 
mat, aA4 hi» b^ing a lord, \vhieh i^ere 
v^i^y seldom seen ^t Ched^orth, prevented 
the congregAtidn &oda );fe&pifiif^' riie sarmd 
tieneflt^ from si m^t excclt^M di^^ime^ 
txtriin^ly wtll d#Kv^ed. Ttide^d, th^ 
fifarquh hsdn^^r fif^ef^t hftlfan hour mom 
lobis.siftisf^tidn, ftfi4, ^h^ ho^ed^ itnprove-» 
mctit r ttJOfcC stee^f*e}y did he wish his bt'o- 
ther had been wilh him*, ei h« Vas cdn- 
winced thai Sd impreftsive a tnorsd lecture 
vrotlhi htivc ittade far greater inrpression 
iip^drt him, riian any mystic Sermon of the 
Pathei*'^ had ever done. 

A% the ch«fcb was more crowJed thin 
iisual, Makohil was not the first to leave 
the pew ; the Doctor therefore joined him 
Rgain, just tA he was stepping outi after 
having ittelPely bowed ih silence -to the 
I ladiesj. 



^iies^ awer bavnig been Utrodaced to* 
tkefla; but he now very cordially took the 
earthy rector by the Iwid, saying—" Iw 
cpn^ioon with all tfio^ pieseHt, I hskve tot 
ih^nk yoU, D^tor^ iar si most excellent 
4l|coutse. I am oi^ly tocry there are not 
ifore such pi^chei^ among oiur churcb 
fioiiinisters; if f^ere were^ there woald soon 
fee iH> di^iseiHert." 

yf' An4 v^hik we b»ve swh ofPtcers a$' 
your I^oidehfp^ We haie no tf>eed to fea?^n 
io9ts^i0^. AJJQW W9 to C0ns»ti^l^e yoAi,^ 
ttJWte h^YJbg* «*lljiftdit co«n{wwatrv[ely wt- 
hurt, diietngi;]^iir:48te gl<Krioufi oonilict 
with the boasted invia^tbte fegionsi which* 
wwe exposed to yon.*' 

' ** Yoa db me boi»our> Doetior ; though" 
I<dKd n«y moMttlian all ml}* brave compa-^; 
niond til arsur achicfved; aiad f was cer-. 
tftiniy amomg the mpsti fortunate npott' 
that occasiioiK But d<Kiinei\ the favour tof 
itttrddifc^ me. to these ladie^i upoii whom 
yi»u: led me to mtrude myself^ i hope not^ 
ti> their ia?co2|venii^oe.^ 

6 4 5' My 



^' My vfife, daughter^ and niece, my* 
Lord; t fancy Tn^ed not inform you, my 
cfear, nor these girls^ that this is fhe.Mar-^ 
quis of Endernmy-'-^who saw much'* tt>^ 
atlmire in Miss Mui-ray; biit still' more ift* 
l>er cousin, who was a veVy beautiful girly ' 
ih her eightdenth year, extr^rady gayf • 
and as ttiere was no rusticity in her man-^ 
ners, appeared, like Miss Murt'ay; to htk\*^ 
received a very good educationv 'Thfey 
were both very elegantly dressedi-^fhe^ 
Doettor's^ niece rtiuch the 'mostin -eonfoiv 
inity to the reignlvig fasMkili ;:^^ee U^ 
cb\m th'oirght she, in s6ine>>pa9.rcal^'rs,c^<»^ 
Iie¥edraiheif:l6b Strictly .to it4 ' »/* * '^ 

As they soon reached the gate tteadin^/ 
to the Hectsof y, tbe Doctcr asked his Lord* 
ship if he would do him.tbe': bonotir^.to.; 
waJk in ? biit presumingi it waaivear thttir.x 
dmner-ho|iT> it beilig Simday, and kni6Mi*:\ 
irtg they dined at: half-past-one at ttet 
Firiory, he declinesdidoing so, saying, in.a 
gtiy»tone*^^ ybuAiaOfW> Doctor, i am the ' 
ijamate of a very unTasbionable femily^ atidf- 



LJl^'uHTON PRiony, l49 ^ 

^Tfk^ feajcful I might make them wait dinnief ; 
but I shall certainly do myself , the filea- 
swriB of calling at the Rectory before f 
lea-Ye the Friory/' making his parting hfi^ - 
as he concluded^. .. . . .^ 

. . <' |W€ll> w^at-v think ypu-^ of this, yftwpg 

pfm* Mi^. M|irra,v*n" ??iJed the Doctor, , 
f/ \Vtet littlei Iiha*{fi:se<?9 of bini, Doc-* 
Wrj ;iwr g«e?4iy: preposaepfted mo- in hitsf 
%vpiir; as* be se^m&to. be totally fi'ee.fron^ 
prid€i.9nd ^S'^q^M'\on,, and, ^. be infnitely 
mpr# p^il^ \h^^ is strictly ftCQordanjt. witfe i 

/; WeUj, If^mujBt own^'Nsil^' CHarlott^ * 
Melbqprrte,: t.lte ©94Jofc'^rnicH:e> *who was ^ 
t^tietd^t d^ughleFof.>ari€|h.IiOiwlQn baric? 
^SJ'/^wji^ bft4 .^parFi«4?*h(f Ooftjpr;if fister^% 

M^f AS¥% QC^£nder:a>^<:--h|8; appearance is - 
by no means 'sqj^a^ional^jj^^vds I <Iiad*ex^' 
pfi#€ri> ;\M9f is teKtainlji,^ v,^fy handsome ' 
waiVfftu^iiS'Mttis^nej^aJly l€rttie<J,.a*very; 
fiflP fisgB'e^;; y?t.I ha^^^jeri loR^ijlojvhonjir ' 
l[sbpMli^4i%X«f iTe« tt>!^r^rf P«l5etWe^si(ftc.f^ ■ 

c 5 I txrxi' 



I am eonrinced, hofA EodcriBav 
y«t iren mutlhof life." - 

^ \et I lAtonU stippofe be- tes rfway«- 
li1ove4 in the «r»t cirdes, Chariotte/' 
grAVely replied the Doctor: ^'airf I own I- 
♦in very wucti at ft^Jossto ctMnprchend the 
0Kao|t wewUnj; ymfr a<Hx f^ tlib^ vrenl* 
AiMhiunabk^. T« mei his- Ldrcfchip ap— 
firf^reil nn elegant 'yo.img ma« of i*«k and 
Ditthion, whu, th6u|ph rfrteied rather Ifetre?- 
##IHA Ira jpNioHd. ^as certainly as little so, 
^^ai I rs*f^r «Hiw a man ef e<|nal raiift; tvht?n^ 
ti\^l \n hU own home. But> peiawiWy, yiwi 
%^\A^4iKl Km> 1^^ |H»lltrjr «nd I a» not sure ' 
w^v'tM^ K#>4hI not tin against tbelftws of 
f«v*^vMi. ¥4^iftM W ae<H«t%le4 t» tar-intto^ 
V4«»< vsl Hx l^^^ ><ilV> <ibinch^ef:> mA mcce^ ^ 
•4 s ^^^Ht^^v vVv^yai^^kn r or. pessiMr, *he 

N^ \. >u^w \v^ ae^ lut^^m^ 
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in'Mmenten^ who wens macfa bis infei^iors^: 
in many ptfaier i?€$pccts/^ 

^ Ifi3r Ix>rdahip's: booits were ctean^ jwx 
fmrfiapii temarked^ Sir/' said Miss Muirvaj,. 
JB a^gaytcme; '' andhe^had neitlicr a siHc 
handbenchi^f round bis neck^ noi^a qoiz-- 
zift$-glas» banking at hii button-hc^k. Bt^ 
sides^ h^ did nD^r state lis out of counte- 
itom:e; aitd was actually Gotb eiioiigir t<^. 
d6 fiM>re thai) nod bis bead^ vfhen he came ^ 
into our 'pewv and wbea he ^bid lis good*-- 
biy^e; ther^foise, his i^nk ^Icne ean make^ 
bitm tokrated in the present fashionable' 
oifx:t)eB, I. should suppose.'' 
' CharloUe joined in. the general laughs 
her cousin's speech had occasioned^ de-- 
daring that she gave the decided prefer- 
ence to.4he . present freedpon ofi^annenii,, 
as she dl^qst«d, eiRery thing, that aavoiuped. 
or {(HsmzJ&t^,:or 4kJa:vieUe cour; smd she^ 
Q9tildi not helpu thinking tbat^ the Marquis 
<»i' findecmay bffil inherited: ^a. few- of his. 
iMteiaial ;grandfethel;!s: anteddluvian* no*^ 
tioi^^ jEbr. fact jvasw hie had-ns^tseemed so^ 
'^i< G 6 struck. 
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struck ivith her .beauty as she had iexpect*^ . 
ed; and she had never heard him ranked » 
amoTig the dashing bucks of the day :• and 
Charlotte Melbourne had often told her^ 
more junfasdHonable cousin^ that she hoped, . 
whenever she marriedr some .da$hing d^vtU. , 
who droves barouche and ^fqur . bIood\ 
horses, and a • pair pC spiriied iron-grey > 
t^ndem^ in a. knowii)g whiskey^ would falU 
to her share. A$ for his moral. chafacter>>. 
she js|(K>uld never think of (inquiring about: 
iti if he was^ but a titled mzm whotrQuldf 
lo3e a few* hundreds a-t a cut with. a^good& 
gracc^ hit his antagonist at*, the distance of> 
twelve paces ina duel,. and .aUow her ike . 
thousand. a-jyeap.;pinfmoaty. . 

:Sucii;^yas«tbe jargon and sotioos^she had* 
picked -up .at. o»e of the. first ^boarding-j- 
si:boi>ls in Xondpn^ .where^ the^pHsliferouiM 
influence df sfals^/'xefinemeiitehad .1auglU» 
her to^comider A: lifeidf: oste4][tation>ifolty>> 
and insignifieaiice^ os itie lonily/one'desdrv-^ 
itig.oC.eiivy^i and:as.sheAh2ldinTit^raiide>thftti 
suddeaiDipressioa ii|)onvoiu:Lji^(i, wfaicb 
. . ;% ' • she 



she had thought ^hfi must inequitably do ia. 
a.r coiintry churchy ^ she set him dowii .^t, 
iyxhce fQtr9i Goth, unworthy her nptice*. 
She, thererore^ could not help reiparking^^j- 
while.divestin^v heriself. oC her gipsqy^'-hat^ 
that ^o-yourjg man of spirit, or vyhoknevt^ 
ai^^h^g^ of liCe^fouId ejxdurerthe slrange 
mpde of li|ei report ;$aid the inhabitants.ot 
the-P-rjory. led,. ... 

'' You: surely forget, Gha^lottey that the. 
Marquis is brother to Mr^ and .MisaiAlba'-r 
nLy,"said.hqr.coi^ia.. , ;. ; > 

. ". A^d 4 thiuk it .ar^^efy ^leat jppoof 'of, 
his good ;; iiuse^r'' resumed theiDoitor, f^ hjs^ 
thus kindly accommodating^ , himself ..to, 
what, like rnyselfvhe.m^y. dfcp[l..^x.cess,,.o£^ 
Qilfhusiaiso) iivMr. Langhton^Ji .,, .^ y. ,» 

We shall not,, however, p^rsi)e this, con-, 
v^satiQn.;ajpy./ivrther«. as. we.Q^y*.agj^iA in-' 
tr^d uqe ..these Ja4ies,..ax).d \fe.wish to,retur^; 
tp j9ur he^pr -Avho- .wa^ jigjreeal^ly,suq)rJ6edy 
by. |n.%?ting hia brothei^'>?i9kQa ^^r l^e.had^ 
pprf^\mh t tbft r, jeqtor^, . who^; , qsj^laipje;^ 
th.«;;inflffli.fTOt» hq.,caji||>t,^ight,,9f 4i||n^'>^J6 
v..;;Po/. vras. 
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"Was coming in search- of yoti — we thougfil^ 
' you were lost. Yon have not heert to* 
Hilton, teire yon ? because the inmates of 
the cottage always spend Sunday with us:^*^ 
' *' I did not leave home to pay any vi-* 
tits, rhave: been to your village cHarch/"' 
' '* Then; T dare say^ yon heard a verjr 
good sermon ; For I have htard many peo-^ 
pie say Dr. Murray is an^ excellent preach*' 
er, and I know he is a very charitable good* 
krnd of a man; But did you see his daugh^- 
ter and niece ? A'nt they veVy fine gtrls-— 
j^articularTy Wiis Melbourne ? sheris pret*- 
tier than Paalme, ih my op?nf0ii— fo be* 
sure/ she dresses a^ great deal mom; artdt 
tiiey.sayHef father is very rich/' 

^* Very possibly *-^liut/ pray, where didi 
you get acquainted' with' her p^'*' 
' ' ** Na where : Tnever spoke ^htir i.tt my 
Bdfn days;: hixt t have met her on-Jjiorse- 
Back with Her uncfe and cottsitt. The 
Doctor ahvays' toticKw His hat- to) ittei*/btil' 
irerer speaks ; and- P cannot' very wieflft 
Vx^ak the fce^ftough' Iny mWlver and 
^ ' Rosalie 



Itosalfeagree sHfe'is a:very nice girl — -so ii 
Miss Murray;. Iklt sh«* looks too ^rave for- 
tne — though she* is their favourite, she ii 
so high! jr spoken of ih the village:*^ 

* ""Then, F dare say,- lihe is the most ahiii 
aWe character of the tVfo; but, as you can- 
never mawy either With your grandfethePs 
eorisent, T fhiitfe ybtx had better not thixjw 
ybfarself iir the way of ^temptation; Talk- 
iiig'of that, r mean to ai^k Mt. Lan^hton to* 
allbw ybu to fependl'^'mdhth or six vreekii' 
^^th Wfe-'m ' Xoriddtt; ' ne:lt spring. ' Cati? 
ybi?, shoWld 'hie 'fcdils^^ youf 
feiiridtb" leave MadeniorseHe rai]Kne,ias 11 
shall ndt4sU hfertt^ join: the party ?^"^ " " 

' ^ ^^ -SHS may go tt) tHft !^^^ if Tarn butt 
jpeti^Me&id)^r6^V^hyyour kind invita* 
itoii\'^ Itbw Fshalt erijby seeing. Xondort^l' 
faitli, ^ItwiM* niake^ myself amends for tKi- 
pitV^iom I: d^ily undergo ki Ihfe' Ptiory;; 
imlt ntaKe good use ofmy time, LVarrant* 
me." V ^"' - ' ' * ■■ ''■ ■ 

* •* T>o not make too siit^ of * Visitiii^the' 
ir«rbj)olis,*^tqoi»eii tfee' Marqwife; *? as! 

* • am 



15Q uiNGHTON PKipmr^ 

am veiT dubipus. whether » Mr*. X<aQghto9 
^vil I thinks you sufficiently* dii^cre^, to ba 
^nancipated.from his coiitpoul : however^ 
my uncle and Lady AVinifred^meautp pro- 
pose the. m^Her to biiiJ. So do not drop 
any hint of my intf;ntioD,%at.pi:esen^.ey^ 
to yourTriendBelthor^pe/'- .^. ^.,^,, 

. *' Not I, truly ; A kaow hfi, is often in ^ 
fever, for fear gragdfathex.shwld^lhink my 
education con) bleled:, therefore J a^isure 
he wdiiW start.4ifficultie?> if.he was not 
uIsQ invite^- So., munv^.the ,;Word, . foe 
h«e ar^ the- j;«ite^ . apd . j n L, tn^t^ ^sin<;p , J 
am yet.a..pnso()jer^ and- not,the'pi\Iy. oi;^ 
within these walls, I am.^rewdly. of opi- 
fiipn — butj the J^ad^e^ \s. top , pMl^ftipig .for 
B^and me. . Som^twe.^r.-oth^, |j.y»^^ 

you whai l^^^de J9^ bftt.'I ^dW«ino"t ?t 
present ;,9s I ,^w^e,A^ple9iri,.opth. tp ^^ek 
thorpct that \ wpv?14 not, rwhil^ ypu,wer^ 
at the Priory: wheia we,,;are .^Q Juondim^jt 
shall not be tongue-tied." 
, jj" I shall, i^yer.reqiure ^^j}jr e?^pla nation 
p£: you;;,iffiaqin^ A^^^ppn. >;Yqu..^rq 
.. * ' 'sworn 
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sworn tb secrecy, and vGod forbid that I' 
should tempt' you to perjure yourself! 
Therefore, as you value my regard, never: 
again allude> even in the remotest way, to 
the subject;" nepiied the Marquis^ perfectly 
coia preherldtng the hint's he had dropped; 
and. he would not have wished; $iruated as 
he tyaSjf to be jsuppose^ to know that ther^- 
was any on^ confined over the FatherV 
room. : * ^ 

Mr. Langhtoh was extremely, bappy fO> 
see.ithe Marquife again^ as he began to fear 
tficy bad lost him, he said^ sdding-r*' Yo^; 
si^f^r§^y iajcqiiainted> Marquis, ^ith^M^* 
dameide Le iQwr aoA her .daughter, ,who: 
^IwayiS Spen^\their Sundfty.9 >vi(h us."' 

If .I^lc4?Iin bad nol-Tlw^Qllscted th© fea- 
tmcfs of theisQ h^\eh heiwpuJd. hardly h^ye 
reefgwisedilhefpft in Jlijejr grey stuff. go wns,^ 
trii^ii^'>witb black^.and close caps; and, 
tbek man^^rs. seemed asi much altei^ed- as- 
tbeir dress,; as.. they were now silent aii-v 
diiors, seldom jo^njpg in the conversatiiao^ 
ajld . hardly ;ev€ti:,raiij5ingtbeic eyes; and.; 

whea 



^hen they did utter a few ifftftis, they g«^ 
nerally conveyed an indirect couplunent* 
to the piatts Mr. Langbton^ vtho seemied 
perfectly their dupe. Lady WiUtam mmis. 
nearly a» silent as they were ; and Riosalie* 
ii6ver spoke but when addressed^ and' ne- 
ver^ except by chance^ to the guests, wko 
vfere respectfully civil to his Lordship^ hut 
did not cbuse to appeiir at all ii^clined to 
increase their intimacy with a soldier^ aaidy 
ofcourGPe, a mati ofthe tKroorld. 

' More disgosted by their hypocrisy thai» 
be had before been with tiieir levity^ tnci 
in^ th^ir openly enco«iraging hts brother t€^ 
llreak one of the commandments of the^ 
Romish cburdi^ wtNch expressly fbpbids Un. 
members to eat fied>-fMkt on fast^days, the 
Mafquts Soon convinced them that he tiad^ * 
3>o intention of repeating his ▼i&its tio ¥he^ 
cottage^ since he was even more distttn^ 
than they were^ anld^ like his sis«er> never 
addressed them, except in ansrweir to some- 
direct question. Father Benedetto, who 
sat, as usnal> wit& his eyes half-cibsed,. 

' was- 



ifas ^i^veitheless snicfly scrutinizlftg the 
three guests; unA appeared^ to judge from 
his ..speeches^ dia|)lcbseil ^ some part of 
|lliid«iDe^xu>!idacf. > < 

> Thefiutnmofis'to diwMr'seMcied a^ f^^ief 
lo a)} pjoes^fir; and our bero vm& not sorry 
to see the oM^ Bngttsh sirloin appear at 
^r^ianghl^m^s table, with its usual com- 
|)anioii, ^slfi^xeelleht pltHntHpitdding. Lii^* 
lie parsed ditrJng tlie meal ;• the diay pre* 
ventM the Falh#t from beifygloq^uaeibiist 
iiftd ^{Wr clrterl^iRg, it few ^ttases of wl^e, 
tHei dbiipel^belf . suainonedi d^ pttf^ t^^ 

. Ottr'Mo took a stitiWy &tr«)ll i« «lie 
galnde^/ ift>hMb Ihey* ivei^ alt jnrayeri, te- 
tf0tvittg> 3^ Ais own aiih<$> h<yv^ he could. 
p^&^^ effect the lifberattcm M^^fie fAipri- 
soridd: youth, sh<>l!i'hl be libel indmed to 
Bii^rf him^seirin^ hts l^hglC aifterhe ^^^ 
afS(}ii)&i«i«ed with hii Sloiy • At aB e\'ie!lt«, 
lie t:otieei>^ed he ought to procure' him 
his^^e^om, 'tiflet^ tttMng ho^pe^ to that; 
tffi^ctf sini^e lH^i^'''e*i«e could he^ at so 

early 






)40 ZiAHGHTON I'RXOlt^i 

€3rly ^.^ge, have bctn guilty of, to Ar*^ 
serve - perpetual "imprisonment ? Impati* 
en tly,. therefore^ did he long, for the :pr6* 
tnised manuscript; he was, therefone^ not 
$orry to t>e suoomon^grfito tea, and was still 
mor« pleased, when tht -whoie .ftNuily, vi-^ 
titers and alh vt^re on^e safe at\ chapel i 
since, oti Siindaj*ia, t^dy WiUwn geoer^iHy 
made a point of attending vespers; and he 
ha(l so.stren^ousjly insiUted upon not bfsing 
treated as ^ cerenvonioiis gties^ that she 
did Dot. br^ikk.; through her established 
rule thiA 9^enibg> asiri^e always lyishcd! to 
have her son and Pauline under her.^es; 
though th^ had .frls^q.uently« witl[t}ileasure, 
reparked^ that: nejt|>er. F^h^r Benedetio^ 
nor ]VIa^me> !se^nae4 to,wish ro.eneourdga 
any irOti^n^cy be^wepn; ^m. Sclthorpei 
she knew, was more c|9:mplaisant: stiilhet 
mind .was: qonn[pai:a!iy(^ly\at .easej. as she 
knew heir ^q2]r.stqoi>Q tM^ gteat^fedJVe of 
the fpisr^ wi^h whpm^he wa&:iije[verth^lefi$ 
a very gfeatifay^urj^/ijand firoin. v^hom 
be aiet.with mocS::irjdHjg?n§fi,^rtian,^aj 

other. 
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x>i\\et member of the family had lever 
4one.' .. '.: -^ :.■ ' * ' !•;»•* 

Olir heno bcinp,; however, left' to his 
iywn reflections, wshihg to see Donald- the 
inomeot; he retUirneA: from . the <urret, 
y^alked iipslaii& into Ws .own room; and 
thtnltg'b notnahirally'impalien^r he thought 
every ritoraent an age> till hie made /bis 
ftppearanoe,: when feds. coiintjenanGe, before 
he spokej convimced-hisr lord, that he had 
Sfxcceeded to the utmost of bis wishes; 
and the moment he had cfosfed the door, 
ht) puUed^'a small roJIof paper- out of his 
pockcst,! sayring-^^' Here: it is, -my I^ord; 
and if . its conlevts db 'biif give yoU half 
Ihe grattficatidn; the iight' of me did iJie 
witer;.I»sho4'ljd tiot mind: scaliirg his pri- 
son fmn> 4he road, 'to bring, yoli such an- 
other/' « 

- ^* You arfe sure aHi^tsofe; Donald," re- 
pliedi'tbe scarcely Jess pTealctd Marquis; 
^^ yriu left every thing, I hopfe, exactly as 
you found, them ?" 

/'rliini consent even tbeSather would 
v' ^ never 



lis tAimn'tbk iPRidRV; 

tiever suspect that any otie hs»'been in )Vd 
lumber-roottii much less so near* his pri^ 
soner, Viho seems in teiich spirits it Aid iny 
hisart good to see him ; atld, ste they say) 
"" the l^etter day the bettel: dfeedl/ i am sur^ 
I tbuhl not have beeh ' betiter isthployedf 
sihce Ihe poor young getlttemtti^^-^lbr I 
toake mo doubt he & a man -of conse^ 
tquenoe, else thb lather would n^er kemp 
him thiiB rbnfined )-^biit^ as I was say nigpi 
he must now he conviaced that we ^re not 
sporting with hte fec3ings.'' 

'^God forbid 1 shoiikL be 45b cimW' 
hi&stily refdiiited bur hefb : " no, t lam re* 
liblved <to effect liis liberaitiiiit prinrately* if 
possible, iff be is; as I suSpek^t, an oppressed 
and injuired man*; and, at ^11 events, th<^ 
Friar can have nie> right to kee^ him thui 
Secluded. Therfelbrci if I am hot absoi^ 
l«te]y convinced that he hiis bieen wrong- 
jfuliy confined, ! mU oblige the monk to 
prore why he has thus daringly violated 
the laws of Great Britain; hail cAn come 
io no deteraiaaiion till I iuive read ^wtat 

the 
3 



\)ie ptkomt ha9:wri<tten me; and I aiisdl 
iiot eAler upon bis tale> lill I retire fo3r the 
night; 6^ i shaU fioW go <ioWn dgdii. We 
Bhall ptti^biy retire ^drljr ; and before to- 
inarrow^ I iribirli have Daiside up my mind 
to how fxrocced;^' tmlocking his travel* 
iing writing=-box, in whieh fee deposited 
-the pockety and tftking4(iHt a twCnty^pouud ' 
noter gave it Donerld^ as a small retum^ h6 
^^sd, fot the risk he had i^an in the cause q( 
Isumaitity^ 

. The valet%"boi¥, iti return foi* this pW- 
^aent» like Corporal Trim's, upclii 2l similar 
4acsoas]ot)i was more expt^essive of his gra- 
titude than atiy speech he could have mad6 1 
and our gratified hero teturned into 1^ 
parlbur^ where he was soon joined by thd 
fatnily. The emigrce^ had departed undei* 
the care of .Mr. Belthdrpe, the moment 
Vespers wqre over; the tutor did not retunl 
to sitpper; and, at the accustoitied hour of 
ten, the party separated as usual ; and our 
hefo being ^xtiistnely anxious tb peruse 
bis manuscript^ iiierely suffered Dbhald to 

puU 
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IpuU off his boots/ and make tip the fire, 
before he dismissed him, with orders to 
:come to him the moment the family went 
'to mass in the morning, as he should^ ere 
ithen, have come to some resofution how 
-to proceed with the poor captive. 
\. No sooner was his Lordship left alone^ 
itfaan he unrolled the manuscript he had .ris- 
ceLved; and as it was very legibly written 
rin a neat Italian hand, and in that lan- 
guage, he found he should have nodiffr- 
-cuhy,.as he feared would have been the 
-case, in decyphering it. We shall ther&- 
-fpre begin our next chapter with the cap- 
tive's tale, as we wish to interest our re«- 
dei*s in his fa\^our. 
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CHAP. VII. 
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'^''*r«E Earliest fecplliectioh I have of mf 
4:hiIdhood is, that I was the inniate of a 
vinedresser^s cottage, who rented ii large 
Viheyafd, 'belongirig to sl neighbouring 
inonastery of Carthusian Friars. An old 
VolnanJ who v^^as either my Urother or 
* riurse, (she styled herself the former), had 
the icare of me; and we boarded with .the 
family of Ltidovico, the name oFthte te- 
iian t bP the vineyalti, whrch' waS m the ihi- 
mediate vicrnity of Milan. ^ . • . i 

" My mother was, I soon learni^d, yel'y 
much patronized by the prior and Inonks 
belonging to the converit I'h^ve already 

VOL. i'u H ' * mentioned^ 
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mentioned, as she vas their sempstress/ 
and frequently executed their private com- 
missions; for I am sorry to say, that, as t 
grew up, I was convinced, by sad*^ ex peri** 
ence, that sanctity does not always dwell 
in monasteries. 

*' But, to return to myself, as I wish to 
be as concise as possible. — At an early 
age, I was taken into this convent, where t 
was taught, to write and read, by the Prior 
himself; and when old enough, I used to 
attend upon him, while be said mass. ,He 
wa.s by no means ^n ill-tempered mail; 
and as t had ne^pr felt i^i^y ,great 4frec|lon 
for my mother^who died soon after jVas 
turned of ten years of age, I spon attached 
myself to the Padre .Antoftio ; ai^ I ought 
to have observed, I was never pe^^miftcd 
to leave the convent,, after once I had en-^ 
tered the great gates i npr .did I etrer, froiti 
that time, see any member of L^doyico's 
family, though I make no doubt they now' 
and theti came to the grate; but ^U, access 16 
that was strictly forbidden me. Therefore, 

though 



t^ougiFi t had a much larger- tatige^ I was 
ias miich a prisoner as I have been since t 
became an inhabitant of Langhton Priorj^ 
ivith this difference^ in Italy I had not only 
Ithe frefe ruh, of the garden, but I knew that 
1 resided in the convent of the Spiritd 
JB^ancto, ttear Milan ; whereias, till you, my 
iioble frien^i gave me the information, t 
knew not even the name of the owner of 
1the house 1 now inhabit. 

'^ I shall not tire ybu With a detail of 
the monotonous life I led at the Italian 
monastery, ):hough I certaihly enjoyed a 
sort of negative happiness there, which I 
have never experienced in England; still 1 
was dften ahkiou^, as I grew up, to know 
who were rty 'parents; iiever having been 
absolutely cbnvincecl that I was Veronics^'s 
son, as she was a very old woman, and 
never had appeared to entertain any great 
degree of affection for me. Ludovico had, 
besides, often hinted, in my hearing, that 
there was some mystery annexed to my 
feiith, which she carefully concealed; and 

H 2 the 
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the snonks, when I questioned iherii; vr'eire 
Tyy no means agreed respecting me. Some 
told me, that I had been taken into the 
convent out of eharityj otheris, who were 
not fond of the Prior, declared their belief 
that he received, a very handsome sum 
ydarly for^my board ; and there were some 
who did not scruple to hint, that I was .the 
Padre Antonio's son, by a lady whom he 
had formerly confessed. Which of them 
were in the fright, I cannot take upon me 
to say; though I cannot suppose I wasjthe 
Prior's son — no father could have acted so 
treacherously jby a child as he has done by 
me; yet, to do him justice, he spared no 
pains upon my education; thaj is, he made 
me a proficient in the dead languages, and 
suffered me to read Homer, Virgil, &c.; 
though he frequently gave me to under- 
stand, that I must take my vows at a pro- 
per age. In consequence^ I was obliged 
to wade through the voluminous writings 
of the fathers of the church, which I 
th60ght very dry and uninteresting, when 

compare* 
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epmpated fcK Cicero's Orations;^ Tully^ 
Offices, and other Pagqin writers, as.th^ 
Padre styled them : yet, to my great jpy^ 
he allowed me £r^e access to the library ; 
and some of my pleasantest hours were 
4spent in poring over the .Greek folios it 
contained; frpm the perusal of which, I 
certainly did not imbibe any very correct 
idea of the present race of Italians;, and 
the monks we:re certainly very degenerate 
characters, when compared to niy favourite* 
anciertt Rqnjans. 

^' I need not. inform yoi|, ^Diy ivoble 
friend,' that the: French r^Vpltftlon sooip 
extended its baneful effects to the njonk* 
far beyond the Alps; 2tnd the greatest 
alarm was entertained, in 1794, for the 
safety of the Catholic church in gen.eraU 
JMasses were daily said in our convent; I 
believe, for the ensuing six months^ the 
»30nks were really devout. But, ^s you 
must be infinitely better acquainted than F 
was, even at the lime, with the rapid pro- 
.j|;i;ess the French armies were making in 

. . ' H a Italy^ 
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Italy* at the period I mention^ I shall 
pnly say^ that it was seriously debq^ted 
a?nong the monks, whether they ought not 
to seek their safety in flight, and to take 
refuge in other convents of the same or- 
der, in those Italian states that were ^s yet 
at peace with the French repubtic. 

" How the generality of the fathers dis- 
posed of themselves^ I cannot pretend to 
say; but while they were all in this stata 
of alarm, the Prior called me, one morn-*, 
ing, into his cell; and told me, th^t having 
long foremen that he should be obliged to 
become a fugitive, if he wished to preserve 
his life, he bad written to a relation he 
bad in England, from whom he had jtist 
received a very kind answer, offering him 
fmd any of his friends a safe asylum in 
that country — * Thither, therefore, I am 
resolved to bend my steps,* he went on; 
^ and I mea« to make you the companion 
of my journey. My brethren may remaitt 
here, or follow my example, as they think 
most expedient; since I shall not inform 

them 
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tfiem of my intentions^ as I wish to travel 
uruaolested; of course;, I shall throw oif 
my monk's dress : you can have' no ob- 
jection to my plan^ since all plac^k must 
be alike to you; and yoii will* etijoy irifl- 
nitely more freedom in England than yod 
ever did here, as' there are no'' convents 
there/ ' ' " * '" ' ' 

" You may suppose what my answer 
-was, my noble friend, as I thought I m'usi 
"be happy, if once emancipated from ray 
prison. The monk had a sufficient sum of 
money by him to defray our expences^ 
upon the road, and his fHend was to pro- 
vide for his and my future wants; riever-^ 
theless, he thought fit to make free with all 
the finest jewels belonging to the convent 
treasury (which bad been the offerings of 
many pious devotees to the shrines of va^ 
rious saints in our chapel), and with all 
the gold plate; alledging, in excuse for" 
what he would, of course, have deemed 
sacrilege in any other person> that, if he 

»4 didi 
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did not secure these valuables, the Frencti 
would. I thought he acted very differently 
to what my favourite Rpmans would have^ 
done upon a similar occasion i but I knew* 
it would be in vain to alledge their ex- 
ample, to deter him from committing 
what I thought a theTt; therefore^ suffice 
it to say, that we departed at dusk, that 
evening. * . * 

., /' Ludovico, who had long been the 
Prior's *agent in all his private business, 
had a carriage in waiting for us^ in which 
we proceeded very rapidly to Genoa^ where 
we drove tp the house of a friend of Pa- ^ 
dre Antonio's, who received us very civilly,, 
Hjid with whom we remained, till we era- 
barked on board a merchaiit-vessel, bound 
to Bristol. , 

*' Unfortunately, I only understood 
Greek, Latin^ and Italian, and no soul on 
board the ship undersitood. either. The 
Padre did not seem sorry that I was thus , 
effectually prevented from infoiming any 

one 
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«me who. we were, or whence we came;: 
he even prohibited me ftom endeavouring: 
to converse by signs with the sailors.. 

*^ After a pleasant, though tedious^ 
voyage, we were landed safe at. Bristol, I 
presume, as I know the vessel was bound* 
thither, and it seemed awery large town.. 
I only know that we sailed up a narrow 
river, for some miles^ before the ship was; 
moored, nearly in the centre of the city. 
I- had formed a^ very high opinion of Eng-- 
land, as we glided slowly along, between^ 
rocks, woods, and verdant lawns;, and F' 
was particularly struck with a sort of towni 
we passed, which i-eminded me of Italy,, 
just befort we reached Bristol, where we 
took up our abddb at- an inn, where we 
remained five days; during which time, the- 
Padre would not suflfer me to stir out^ for* 
fear I should lose myself/ he said; and our* 
mom only looked into a back court-— • 
therefore I grew heartily tired of my coji^- 
finement;. 



'^Tfee Ptio* wfote, the day after hi^ 
'arrival, to his friend, and chone to carry 
the letter hrmsrelf to the po*t-office; still % 
attributed the restraint he imposed tlpoHr^ 
'liie, to his regard foir me, itqt presuming; 
lie could have any other reason for keep- 
ing me so tlose a prisoner; and J h^ 
*sense enougb to know that I vras ignorant: 
and inexperienced enough to warrant his^ 
caution ; since, independent ©f my never/ 
having stirred without the 'walls of a mo^- 
tiastery since I was a mere child, -I was nor,- 
jf the Tadre was to be believed, abov«* 
sixteen when we reached England. 

*' But, on fhe fifth day after our^ arrival^ 
at Bristol, the expected answer to the Tz-^ 
dre's letter came to hand ; arid he informed '^ 
me, that we were invited ^o take up oup 
abode, for the ;presen*, in the house of an^- 
English nobleman, a Catholic, with whonr» 
l)is friend Padre Martrni resided ; and he 
'meant ta proceed thither the next morn- 
ing, as we were at some distance from the 

gentleman's 
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gentleman's we were going ^-. ^ 
tT a . 1 ' 1 » . 1. 1 .^nie that even- 

*nad inclosed a note in the letc , . , ^ 
,4 ,,. - Mnplamed ot 

our traYellinor experices* --"^ , .^ 
• *, „ . , . i^^^wcd unwil- 
"The following day, thcrelb^ , 

-. . * . • ' . I • ,1 • 1^ ^^" nour,. 
Bristol, ma post-chaise; this mr ,,. 

• /., . * ^ ^him, pro- 

eompanion^ told me, in answer J^. ^ n 

qnify, informins: me that he had*/ 
- 1 • /• ?i 1- .• /course,. 

the names of all the towns we- i, 

betwfeeri' 
pass thixjugh; during our journey, , . ^ 

found very pleasant,, as we were «. J 
^ ^ . iW friend, 

heighfe of summer, and' did. not tV , . 
,^ \ during 

limht.. r ' 

r I except 
'' On the third evenihff, abotifd 

drove into a very lurgepopulous tov ^ . ^ 

upon reaching the inn, where, I rat « , ^ 

derstood, we were to spend the r r i, 

found the Prior's friend. Padre J^/^^roJ^te 
he calls himself^ but whom you, . ,, , 
with more truthi style the Padre ,^j, ' £^^ j-^^,. 
whq seemed delighted to see us ^ f^^cv he 
I was highly gratified- by the cordia . .• 
which he welcomed me to England, ., 
suspecting that him, and my ^^irly *^ i^^^ 
^ lectbr, iaeant, it should appear, to ipmu^j^^ 

H (> me 
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^-m the apartment in which you 
-arrival, to >;[^^^j^j^y ^^^^ ^,^^^1^ ^j^^^ j^^^p 

theMter J^^j^ I cannot divine, though it 
^ttribiitedg^^pp^g^^ that I have often seri- 
^liie^ to f^flected upon their C strange and 

"^ ^^" conduct towards me; since I so- 

* 

iHg ni^ declare, that 1 never, to ray know- 
sense e jjjjy^gj any man; nor was I ever, 
and m ^^ j ^^ acquainted with the mean- 
cautioif ^f^g word, guilty of, any crime. 
Iiavingjjggj the Prior have brought me- 
tiasterjj^jy^ merely tor render me com— 
. ^.^. miserable? Would to Heaven her 

*'^^r^W:fi me behind r I coutd but have- 
^ ^ .<icrifice to the French, and deatb- 
^* f *^^^^ Jl ? ^^^" far preferable to the life 
dres letf cuse this diffressioUr:. L resume 
jne, that^"^' . 

abode, i^^wo old gentleman- having con- 
Englishji^^^j. some time in a very low voice, 
^^* % extremity of a very large room, 
*^5t1[e I sat at the other. Father Benedetto, 
Myou style hFra, started up, declaring.it 
ty.a3 half-past-riine, and he must be going, 

having 
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having promised to return home that even- 
ing. The Padre Antonio complained of 
fatigue^ and, as his friend seemed unwil- 
ling to return alone at so late an hour, 
proposed my accompanying him, pro- 
mising to be with us by the family breaK- 
fast hour, the next morning. Of course^ 
I made no objection; therefore, betweea 
ten and eleven, in a fine star-light night,. 
' in July, I set forward with my new friend, 

u Very Ifttle passed between us, during 
a drive of an hour or more, if I except 
the father's congratulations upon our 
having reached England fn safety. At last, 
however, after a Jong silence, he called to^ 
the driver ta stop at 9 s^yfeby the road 
side,, telling me, we wouFd walk across the 
fields, as, having made ft so late, he did 
not like to drive up to the door, foi: fear 
©f disturbing the family ;: and, I fancy, he 
made prett^y near the same excuse to the 
postillion. :. 

^' Having been riding so much of late, 
I was not sorry fo have an opportunity 

of 
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of stretching my legs ; my small stoc^ 
of baggage I had left with the Prior;, 
thereforCji leaping out of the chaise, I fol- 
lowed my new friend across several fields,, 
and then down a narrow road,! al one ex- 
tremity of whicli stood his patron's house^ 
he told me ; and when I caught a ^limpse- 
of the building, it strongly reminded mc 
of the monastery I had: so lately quitted. 
The Father laughed at the remark, biit* 
did not chuse ta inform me, that the man- 
sion in. sight had oirge been adapted to 
similar purposes,, which 1 have learned; 
from your kind' explanatory letter,, my^ 
generous friend. 

" At last,, we reached a- small door;. By^ 
which, he said, we would enter,' not to* 
create any noise or disturbance. Having, 
cautiously unlocked it. He made me a sign< 
,to go in; and though the painted windows^ 
merely emitted' a feint glimmering of 
light, I soon perceived that we were in ai 
chapel; The. Father having allowed me- 
full time to look rojond me. as he both. 

locked]. 



lacked^ barred^ and baited the door bjr 
*wliich we had entered, he then led me to- 
wards a second^ whieb havioig, opened, her 
pulled a beU^ aqd, in a few moments^ 
Francisco, if that ia his name^ came run* 
ning down stairs, and with a light; and'" 
*we .proceeded into the Father's apartmeiit, 
where he again welcomed me to England,, 
offering me some refreshments ; but I was 
more inclinedto go to rest than to eat or 
drink. I was, therefore, shewn into a rdom< 
directly over the Padre's, whicb seemed to 
have been prepared for my reception, and' 
I had certainly no reason to complain of 
my bed ; but when I awoke in. the morn- 
ing, I was astonished to perceive that my 
apartment had only a skylight> as you have- 
seen, and had certainly,, in many respects^, 
the appearance of a prison;: still I enter- 
tained' no^ fears of its proving one. 

'' Having: dressed myself, Bfelt my way 

. down the narrow winding staircase T had 

ascended the preceding night. I was ra^ 

ther surprtsedy upon^finding. the door lead^ 

ing 
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ing into the Father's apartment fasten&M 
on ttie outside, and cased with iron withia^ 
I knocked, but no one answered, for son>e* 
time; at last, however, I heard approach- 
ing footsteps, and knocked louder than 
before, 'when the door was opened by the- 
Father himself, who. asked me how I had 
slept, and whether I did not want my^ 
breakfa^Jt ? adding — ' Your apartment was 
ijtted up for a lunatic, and I hope, in fu- 
ture, you will consider yourself as one, 
since, whether or not, you are not to stir 
beyond its boundaries.' 

" I believe I was silly enough to laugh, 
presuming be was merely amusing himself^ 
at my expence; But I soon found he was 
in earnest, as he assured. me the Prior had 
set ou^ on his return to Italy, that very 
morning, having merely come to England 
to deliver me into his hands. In vain did- 
I request to be informed why Iwas to be 
rfius cruelly treated? all he chose to say 
was, that it was necessary I should be con- 
fined^, on account of my family ;. assuring 

mr ' 
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me that I should want for nothing but 
liberty ; and to me, who had been all my 
life buried in a cloister, that could be of 
little comparative value. I should have 
plenty of good books to read; and I might 
sit and fancy myself the son of some very 
great man— of a monarch, if I chose, wha 
did not chuse that I should succeed him^ 
since he never should inform me to whom 
I owed my existence ; he had sworn not to 
do so, and he should not perjure himself 
to satisfy my curiosity. I was, as he had 
told me, under the roof of his patron, who . 
was privy to my arrival in England, and 
who approved of my being secluded from 
every eye. 

" Thus did he go on, keeping me upon 
the stairs, at the bottom of whidh he 
stood, till, forgetting that I was a mere 
Stripling, and very unable to cope .with. 
hinij 1 endeavoured to force my way past 
him, meaning to make my escape, with- 
out reflecting that I was pennyless, in 
a foreign land, and neither knew who- 1 

waSjfc 
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was, nor which way to turn. The Father^ 
however, easily frustrated my intention, by 
presenting a pistol to my head, and de- 
siring tne instantly to return up stairs, or 
he would have me chained to the floor^ 
and keep me upon bread and water, for a 
month. Francisco also, armedj came to his 
assistance; and as I had no weapon to act 
upon the defensive, and felt that life was 
still sweet, I returned to my prison ; and 
from that time, I have never even des- 
cended the stairs; though I have some* 
times doubted whether they dare have laid 
luplent hands on me. Still, whither could 
I have gone, had I succeeded in escaping? 
the family, I dare say, suppose me a luna- 
tic, as it piust be known I am in the house, 
I should presume;, yet, at times, I am in^ 
clined to think no one is in the secret 
but the Padre and his man. 

^^ Once a*month, the former visits me^ 
apd exhorts me to confess my sins; this I 

have absolutely refused to doi to my jai- 
iQTjf, as I style him; he is, therefore, con- 

. vin.cedfc 
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vinced> be says^ that I am really a lunatic^ 
since no other would live in such a state 
of reprobation. I, in reply, tell him, he 
may have the satisfaction of rendering m^ 
so, in time; often itiquiring, what is to 
become of me, should I survive him ? and 
I know, at timesy I have probed his con^ 
science pretty severely, since, of late, he 
has thrown out hints^ that, perhaps, he 
might be inclined to liberate me, upon 
certain conditions; not that he supposes 
that I should object to taking a solemn 
oath, never to mention having been con- 
fined in England, and he might, in that 
case, send me out to the West Indies, or^ 
.perhaps, procure me a situation in Ireland^ 
in a Catholic family, as a fugitive Italian, 
escaped from a monastjery abroad ; but he • 
has never yet come to the point, though I 
am well convinced he now wishes I had 
remained in Italy; indeed, I rather sup- 
pose, it answered the Prior's purpose to 
bring me away with him, 'Since it was cer^ 
tainly not the goodwill he bore me, which 

induced 
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induced him to make me his traveffiirgf 
companion. When heartily tired of the 
tedium of the life I lead, I have advised 
the Padre to make away with me at once* 
but that, lamsure, he dare not do, or he 
would long since have rid the world of • 
such a useless being. 

" I have now, my generous friend, as I 
hope to be forgiven for my sins of cm is* 
sion and commission, in the next world,, 
related all I know of myself, froni my earr 
liest infancy down ta the present time; 
Could you contrive to liberate me, ,and 
put me in a way to earn my bread in an 
honest manner, you would make me the 
happiest of men, and my gratitude would 
he unbounded; since, should T succeed in 
getting away, the Padre should prove by 
whose authority he acts, before he con- 
fined me again — yet, how dare I expect 
that a total stranger will run, perhaps, a. 
very great risk, merely to oblige me ! 

" Still your cheering promises lead me 
•to hope you will,, at least, ma^e an atn 

tempt 
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temj^t' to rescue a fellow-creature, from 
•«uch a . state of bondage. At ?ill events, 
you may depend upon my (discretioa, and 
that I will carefully conceal the writitig* 
inaterials you so generously provided me 
'with; I am sure I need not add^ that t 
^hall be all impatience till I again see your 
servant — and thus concludes your much 
obliged and truly grateful Juliano-^such is 
the name I have borne from my infancy; 
that of my .family I never heard." 



, CHAP. VIIL 



^* 1 i^iLh liberate theej or perish in the 
attempt/' mentally exclaimed our herOi 
Ufter finishing Juliano's affecting narrative; 

when. 
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Ivhen, as it grew late, lie hSstily uddjfesfe^i 
ftfad threw Iiitnself into bed, his head tod 
litort full of the poor captive, whoih he 
thought must be a man of sotbe tonse- 
quence, whom it behoved Father Antonio 
to'keep concealed; for which pui'pose, he 
had brought him with hiiti from Italy ; itiA 
his bribes had induced Father B^iiedetto to 
take charge df the unfortunate yoUth; Mn 
Larighton's bigotry having allowed hita to 
turn hi^ house into a pHson, since he could 
iiol' suppose he was awiare of the exact si-^ 
tuatlon of the Captive; indeed, he rathe^ 
suspected that he had beeii given to suf^-^ 
pose he was-ini^ane. 

He felt very, unwillihg to creite any 
bustle at the Priory, else he might insist 
tipon having the matter explained, and 
declare himself bpenly thi3 protector of 
this oppressed yoUng mati; but he thought 
he should, pethaps, inflict a greater pu- 
nishment upon the friar, could he secretly 
Release his captive J and after leaving 'him 
for sdtae time a pTcy{ to suspense, jTiiliano 

might 
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tttight file a bill in <ihancety against hinii 
to force either him, or his friend, the 
!Prior, to declare who he was; and he 
should feel it his duty to staiid forward iii 
his behalf, upon this and every occasion^ 
as he was resolved not to let the matter' 
drop, till he had fathomed the niystefy 
which hung over his birth. 

As for his being a natural son of thef 
I^rior's, that was improbable in the ex-» 

' Ireme, since he would, in that case, have 
left him in Italy, most probably; at 2^ll 
events, it would have teen tiseless \o con* 
fine him. No ! he must, like the cele-» 
brated Iron Mask, be a person of no small 
fconsecjuenc^ j since^ doubtless^ both thcf 
Prior and the Padre were Extremely well 
paid for keeping the secret, and for kefep- 
ing him in sudh total igtidrancd of evdry 

. circumstance, that migh^ enable him to 
form any conjectures likely \o enable him 
to plan his escape; tboiigh^ situdti^d 9s hcf 
was, as he justly observed, hcf must be in- 
sane, yitr^ Ibe to mdke the attcfmpt/ But 

with 
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with his and Donald's assistance, he 
thought, he might succeed in outwitting 
the treacherous pld Italian; and he parti- 
cularly admired his spirit, in refusing to 
confess to the old rascal, who was, indeed^ 
a true Jesuit. 

Thus he laid, reflecting and revolving 
plans for Juliano's escape, till the bell, as 
usual, summoned the family to matins; 
soon after which, he forgot himself; and 
Donald, who had not slept much better, 
joined him> the moment he heard 'Alger- 
non and Belthorpe go down stairs ; when 
our hero briefly recapitulate^ the heads of 
Juliano'^ story, asking the attentive valcf, 
whether it would be possible to liberate 
him privately, * and witliput creating, any 
bustle? sin ce,^ let what would be the con- 
sequence, he was resolved to' remove him- 
from his preseiil abode. ' - 

/^ I. had already arranged, a plati, \yhich I 
■will now subihit to your Lordship's better 
judgment,'* resumed the Valet, "since you 
are resolved to befriend the prisoner/* 
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*^ I am deteri^ined to do so, at every 
risk; though I. should greatly prefer get-, 
iting him off unknown to the friar; and* I 
will provide, for. him, and assert his. rights, 
when once h^ is free. So let me h|?^ 
your scheme/' 

^' I dare say your Lordship will improve 

upon it^ though it has cost me some hours' 

sleep to arrange it. The frame of the 

sky-light is, you already know, iron, and 

•he cannot ^ven get his head through the 

.single pane that opens; but. I think, that 

by the means of aquafortis, in a few days, 

I can sufficiently corrode the iron to m&ke 

it bend, if not break, where I please; and 

I will be bound; to get qut a few panes of 

tglass without noise — ^or should I break onf, 

by placing his blankets under the spot, it 

will not create an)(f4jstua*bance; and I zvgk 

jcpnvinced, with a prop/$r instrumfept, I 

•shall be able, after having corroded it, .to 

.wrench a sufficient opiening in the iron 

frame, to admit of the prisoner's getting 

'*out/' 

vox. II. I *' So 
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'' So far, so good/' resumed the Mar- 
q^iiis; '' but, pray, how is he t6 descend 
into l^.e road from sfich a height, as it 
•^i!l be impossible to get him out through 
fhte house?" 

'' That I am aware of, my Lord; but I 
thitik I can make a rope-ladder, which will 
enable him to descend in safety from the 
turret, as I shall be with him, of course, 
vhen he makes the attempt, and can as- 
sist him in making good his footing, in the 
first instance ; and I will be botind to se- 
cure the ladder against slipping ; therefore, 
if he has any courage,^ I make no doubt of 
landing him very safely in the road/' 

''Your plan is certainly viery feasible; 
but, for God's sake ! let us take care, that 
in our anxiety to liberate this young man, 
we are not the occasion of his breaking 
his neck. Besides, it will not be sufficient^ 
to get him withoiit these walls, we must 
also provide him with a guide and an asy- 
lum, as I am resolved ta assert his claims, 
when once he is at liberty; yet I do n6t 

chuse 



chuse to mention my intention to any of 
my friends', at present, since they might 
condemn my knight-errantry, and I should 
not wish to act in direct opposition fe 
their advice. Besides, were I-to send him 
into Scotland, it might get wind; and I 
am convinced, that the Father must be 
taken unawares, to induce him to confess ; 
therefore, I think he had better proceed 
immediately to London. But then, how, 
must he travel, and with whom ? I cannot 
send yon with him, and I dorr't chuse to 
let any of the other sei*vants know of my 

intentions." 

» 

' '*" Shall I write to my brother, my Lord? 
yoti may always command his -services r 
and I am sure he will feel highly honoured 
by being made privy to your humane in- 
tentions/* 

* " A v6ry good thought, Donal'd — ^^youf 
brother miy' be depended upon; therefore, 
write to him at till events, to come down 
to Manchester (where you will give hirti 
llie meeting) upon receipt of your letter. 

I 2 Enter 
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Enter, into no explanations — reserve all 
those till you meet: his wife can manage 
his business durfng his absence^ I presume: 
at all events^ I will make him amends for 
the troujble I shall give him." 
( ^' I am sure> my Lord^ he will deem it a 
pleasure to serve you." 

'' I know he is a good soul ; and , per- 
haps he can accommodate the fugitive, for 
^ short time/* 

. *' I dare say he will be; able (to. do so^ 
and with your leave, my Lord, I jyill ride 
over to Manchester, and put my letter in 
the post there, and buy the ropes I shall 
want; since there is no fear ,x>f the pri- 
soner throwing cold water upon our 
scheme/' 

. '' I wall write him our intentions, ^hen 
I come up to dress, and you shall carry 
him .my letter at theoisual hour; as I would 
have you set out upon your Jaunt, imme- 
diately after I have finished my toilette: 
3^ou can dine and bait yqur horse at Man- 
chester; and as I shall not go out to-day, 

except 
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except on foot, you may ride Glow-worm> 
(the Marquis's own horse) ; he will sooil 
carry you thither and back again. Tell 
the servants^ you are going to Preston, to 
make some purchases for me; as we can^ 
not be too careful— for Jesuits are re- 
BOwned for their skill in plotting, and for 
discovering those formed against themi 
Francisco is doubtless always upon the 
watch; therefore, I repeal, we >€annot be- 
too cautious," 

Donald promised to adhere, in every 
particular, to his lord's^ instructions; as he 
felt nearly as anxious as he did, to liberate 
the victim of the Father's treachery; re»- 
solving to write immediately to his bro- 
ther, who had once lived in the family; 
but having married the daughter of a man 
-who kept a snuff-shop, in Wells*street, Ox- 
ford-road,^ he had> some few years prior to 
the late Marquis of Endermay's death, suc- 
ceeded him in business, and was now doing 
extremely well, and owner of a very good 
house^ part of which he always let fur^ 

1 3 nished;. 
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Dished; therefore^ our hero thought that 
the young Itah'an would^ at least for the 
present, be very comfortably situated un- 
der his roof; and sincerely did he wish, as 
he descended the great stairs, that he was 
safely arrived in London^ as he dreaded 
something intervening to mar all his 
schemes. 

As the^ family expected the promised 
visit from the party at Highwood, they 
merely strolled in the garden, after break- 
fast ; and about twelve, the Earl and Coun- 
tess of Algernon, Lady Winifred, and Lord 
Punluce, were announced and shewn into 
the great parlour. Never had Mr. Langh- 
ton been more gratified. Lady William was 
extremely pleased with the Countess, and 
infinitely flattered by her politeness to- 
wards her and her daughter ; as her ele- 
* gant, ^asy, fashionable manne'rs, formed a 
perfect contrast to the more formal Lady 
Winifred's; whose dress did not appear to 
have undergone any material alteration, 
since, she had last visited the Priory, as she 

still. 
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still, in defiance of fashion, sported a black 
bc> lace hood, and a short apron. 

LoFd Dunluce was upon his best boha- 
: viour, and merely nsed his quizzing-glass 

r >f hen 'examining the portraits which decp- 

. rated the room ; still he fell very far short 
qf Lady William's expectations; and Rosa- 
lie saw still less to admire in him, though 
she agreed, when he was gone, that he 
seemed very good-natured, but she feared 
he would never be so aihiable a man as his 
father appeared t6 be. 

The necessary f^rn^s of introduction 
being over. Lady Winifred said she came 
purposely to invite Mr. Langhton, Lady 
William, and Mr. and Miss Albany, to dine 
at Highwood on that day week — " I pre- 
sume," she added, '^ it would be a mere 
compliment. Sir," turning to the Padre,. 
" to ask your c6mpany. But I shall be 
happy to see you, Mr. Belthorpe." 

The Father bowed an assent to her sup- 
position ; and Mr. Langhton hoped she^ 
would excuse him, as various reasons, his 

I 4 , age 
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age among the rest, rendered him very 
averse to leave home. His daughter and 
gfandchildi'eri would be perfectly safe un- 
der the care of the Marquis of Endennay, 
whom, he presumed, her Ladyship meant 
to include in her invitation. ' 

'' I mean to do more, my good Sir, as I 
mean to make his Lordship a prisoner at* 
Highwood, since my nephew proposes 
leaving me in the course of a fortnight; 
thA-efore, you must allow me to enjoy a 
few days of Lord Endermay's company^ 
previous to his leaving Lancashire/* 

*' I can only say, we shall all sin- 
cerely grieve, when the Marquis leaves the 
Priory; yet we cannot be so selfish as to 
wish him to prolong his visit, situated as 
he is with respect to your Ladyship. We: 
must, therefore, content ourselves with 
hoping that he will again favour us with 
his company, whenever he can make it 
convenient/' 

The Marquis made a very polite reply 
to this speech; and Lady William, in her 

own 
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own and Her children's name^ promised to 
wait upon the spinster at the appointed 
jlime; Belthorpe^ of course, agreeing to 
accompany them to Highwood, having 
been extremely flattered by being included 
in the invitation. . 

When chocolate had been brought in, 
"which accorded with L?dy Winifred's polp- 
tesse de la vielle coury her Ladyship, while 
sipping her cup, (having previously bes- 
towed her tribute, of admiration upon the 
rich old Nankin china, in which it was 
served), said, addressing Mr. Langhton — 
*^ Though I have, of late years, like your- 
self, ray good Sir, seldom stirred from 
home^ I positiveLy mean to spend a month 
or six weeks in London, next spring. My 
ward is now in her nineteenth year; and 
ought to be introduced at St. James's; and 
as, I&uppose, you mean your grandchildren 
should at least make their appearance 
there, I shall request that Miss Rosalie Al-^ 
bany rnay be allowed to join my.panty. 

I 5 Possibly, 
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Possibly you. Lady William, may have no 
objection to again visiting the metropolis^ 
tvhich is strangely altered and enlarged, 
since we were last there ; however, if you 
are inclmed to take-such a journey, we 
shall make a nice partie qmrrie." 

^* As it Is quite as necessary that my 
brother should be presented as my sister," 
hastily exclaimed our hero, '^ I hope Mr. 
Langhton will not object to his taking the 
same opportunity to pay me a visit." 

" I only wish he possessed your stability^ 
my Lord," was Mr. Langhton's indirect 
reply. 

Lady William assured the pld lady, that 
could any thing have induced her to leave 
the Priory for any length of time, it would 
have been the recent proposal—" But, 
though I must beg leave to decline join-» 
ing your Ladyship's party,'* she went on, 
'' if my father h^ no objection, I shall 
very thankfully place my daughter under 
your Ladyship's care; and whether or not, 

Ishal 
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I shall ever feel myself greatly obliged for 
so considerate aiid kind a proposal in her 
behalf/' 

'' I am not so much the enemy of Ro- 
sJilie, my dear/' replied the gratified Mr. 
Langhton, '' as fo start any objections to 
her accompanying Lady Wihifred, and her 
cousin, to London// glancing his eyes to- 
wards the Padre, as much as to say — " Have 
I done right ? • 

'' It is time she was introduced into 
Kfe," gravely resumed the friar ; '* and 
while under the care of Lady Winifred Al- 
bany, she will enjoy every advantage the 
most anxious of her friends could desire.'* 

Lady Winifred, to whom> praise was al- 
ways acceptable, thought the monk both a 
polite and sensible man, and certainly re- 
turned him the compliment he had paid 
her with interest. 

'' And may I hope. Sir, to |)e favoured 
with my brother's company, when my sis- 
ter visits London?" asked our hero, ^in a 
friendly toiie of intreaty. 

1 6 *'0r 
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'^ Or have ybii a higher opinion of my 
prudence, my good Sir? '* gaily exclaimed 
Lord Algernon ; '^ had you rather my: god- 
son should be my inmate? As his guardian, 
J arh certainly intitled to such a mark of 
your confidence; and I caln assure you> 
that I will keep as strict a watch over my 
nephew, as I have ever done over my 
son/' 

" Your Lordi^ip does both him and me. 
honbur/' was the reply; "but as I mean 
Mr. Bel thbrpe should accompany Alger-^ 
»bn to town, since I do not object to his 
going thither, I trust that neither you, nor 
the Maquis of Endermay, will feel of- 
fended at their going into private lodgings^ 
as my grandsoa must keep good hours^ 
and attend as usual to his religious duties*. 
Lady Winifred will, I hope, allow him to* 
have frequent access to his sister, whom her 
ean accompany to mass, and the other Ca- 
tholic sen^ices/* 

'^ He will . always be a welcome guest;, 
wherever I take up ' my ahode^ Mr. Langh-: 

ton/* 
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ton/* repMed Lady Winifred ; '' and I 
should have requested Mr. Albany might 
have been my inmate^ if my ward did not 
reside with me." 

., " And we must content ourselves, Mar^ 
quis/' said the Earl, /' (since I highly ap- 
prove of Mr. L^nghton's arrangemenl), witfiy 
frequently seeing our young relatiye, dur- 
ing his stay in London, as we merely wish 
to render .ourselves useful to.him,T3ut not 
to interfere with the plans of his friendsJ* 
The Marquis spoke to the same effect;, 
and • the visitors departed^ rejoicing in 
having succeeded far better than they had 
hoped with the old Catholic. Lady Wini- 
fred expressing a hope, that she should see 
Lord Endermay during the course of the 
week, he promised to look in upon her; 
and, as soon as they were gone, went to 
his toilette, feeling very hfppy at being 
thus relieved from all responsibility res- 
pecting his brother, during his proposed 
stay in town, as he was but too well con- 
vinced that he would^ as he often boasted,^ 

make 
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make himself amplq amends for his present 
strict confineraeirf. He did not, howevfer, 
communicate these rejflections to Donald^ 
but furnished him with a very plausible 
excuse for his supposed jaunt to Preston ; 
and having dressed a la hate, he dismissed 
him, after renewing his former cautions, 
and desiring him to make every necessary- 
purchase to facilitate the prisoner's evasion, 
to whom he wrote a short letter, explain- 
ing, how they proposed to act, and what 
were his future plans ; desiring he would 
have an answer ready against the following 
evening, since if he could improve upon 
their notion, they should think themselves 
obliged to him. 

^ While our hero was thus employed, Mr. 
Langhton and the Father were closeted 
in the scriptorium^ or confessional-room, 
where they were secure from interruption, 
and where they always discussed matters of 
importance. Now, perhaps,- had Lord Al- 
gernon, and the hero of our tale, known 
that the friar had long wished that both 

Algernon 
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Algernon and Rosalie might be allowed to 
\isit London/ and to associate with their 
father's family, they would not have been 
so anxious to second his intention ; as 
they were not awate^ that he hoped Rosa- 
lie would either, like her mother, marry a 
Protestant, or that, when once she emerged 
from the Priory, she would imbibe such a 
dislike to it, that she woul4 afford him an 
opportunity of advising her name to be 
omitted in her grandfather's will, since he 
made no doubt of her coming in for the 
greater part of her mother's savings, and 
he wished her brother to be the old gen- 
tleman's sole heir; of coursef, he did not 
suppose that his London journey would be 
attended with any of the consequences he^ 
hoped would follow Rosalie's introduction 
into the beau monde^ since he certainly en- 
tertained a much higher opinion 'of Al- 
gernon than he deserved. He had, there- 
fere, adroitly sounded his patron upon the 
subject, both before and since Lord En- 
dermay had become their' inmate; having 
S no 
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no doubtj as he had told Mr. Langhton, 
but the Marquis would invite his brother 
to return the visit in town^ and a flat re- 
fusal would not only affront the young 
peer, but might perhaps prove very inir 
mica] to Mr. Albany's interest. To avoid; 
therefore, ofTending this youthful favourite 
of fortune, it had been agreed, that he 
should be informed his brother should be 
permitted ia visit. London^ in company 
with Mr. Belthqrpe; as they tnight lodg^ 
in the vicinitv of that saint upon edrth> 
the Bishop of St. Pol de Leon,. jErom whom 
they could learn nothing but good. 

Thus^ tb ere fore^ have we accounte.d for 
Mr. Langhton's having . s<) readiiy conr 
rented to his grandson's visiting " that sink 
of sin,'* as he denomii^ated London; since 
he fancied be .had taken every pi'ecaution 
to prevent his principles being, perverted/ 
as he fan<:ied; BeUhbrpe was a. very good 
tnan^ and would, besides^ be ably seconded 
by the worthy Bishop; and as he knew that 
Algernon was already oaore than of age, be 

feared: 
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feared that had he refused his consent to 
his leaving the Priory, h^ might have been' 
spirited up by his uncle and brother to 
have rebelled, and he did not think he 
should survive his changing his religion, 
ivhich might follow his first overt-act of 
rebellion against his authority, as he might 
enter the army, or be otherwise supported 
by his rich brother, who, should he feel 
himself affronted, might, the friar had sug* 
Rested, go any lengths to be revengied; 
he, therefore, sincerely congratulated 
his worthy patron, when they were safe 
clotted, upon having so ably planned 
matters, as to have succeeded in pleasing 
every body, giving him all the honour of 
having done so, when, in fact, the- super- 
stitious weak-minded old man had Jong 
been a mere puppet in his hands, and the 
humble echo of his thoughts; therefore, 
ho one chuckled more up6n this occasion 
than the artful ex-Jesuit, who had secrets 
and plans of which his patron was not at 
all aware, though he fancied he was as un-^ 

reserved 
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reserved in his communications as he, Mr«« 
Langhton> had always been. 

Various reasons had induced him to con- 
nive at Beltliorpe's introduction^ and sub- 
sequent, residence at the Priory, as their 
acquaintance bad been of long standing*, 
though they had met as strangers in Lan- 
cashire. An emigrant priest, who would 
have assisted his greatest foe to rob his 
greatest friend, had the latter come up to 
his price, had readily undertaken to intro- 
duce the fugitive Selthorpe to the Bishop 
of St. Pol de Leon, who, infinitely toQ 
good himself to suspect others of artifice,, 
and having a very great esteem for the 
English, had readily, after having heard the 
Jamentable tale the ci-devant confessor had 
told him, given him letters to the Padre 
Benedetto, and to Mr. Langhton, (whom 
he considered as saints upon earth), as he 
was going into Lancashire. ^ 

Thus recommended,^ he was received as 
a martyr to the French revolution, at the 
Priory; and as he had been acquainted 

with 
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with Madame de La^ Tour in France, who 
had preceded him into the coisntrjr, his 
account of her greatly raised her in Mr. 
Langhton's estimation; and as he conti- 
nued very subservient to the Father-direc- 
tor, he was ^till in great favour with > his 

^ patron, and Vhe sworn friend of his pupil, 
whom he had insensibly totally alienated 
from the monk. Whom he never scrupled 
to hold up to the ridicule of Algernon, 
and whose real regard for him, he attri- 
buted to the most rotbrested motives;. 

^ since, in fact, he HottD^ens^ied and hated 
the Padre^ with whom he was nevertheless 
upon the most social terms; and as he had 
succeeded in rendjering his pupil nearly as 
great a hypocrite as . he was, himself, he 
appeared the more' obsequious^ and the 
more attached to the old Italian, in pro- 
portion as he grew to fear and dislike 
him. 

Lady William had not been sq com- 
pletely his dupe as the Father was, a& she 
had more than once seen him make faces 

at 
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at him, when he fdjicied himself un|)er- 
ceived, ^compani^d by gestures indica* 
live of his contempt for bim, which had 
greatly shocked her; since, though she did 
not, like her father, fancy that the monk^ 
had he remained in Ital^f^, would have been 
catsonized aftier his death, and enrolled 
among' the already numerous legend of 
Romish saints, much .less did jshe expect 
miracles would be wrought at hi$ tomb, 
yet^she thought him a much better cba* 
ractcr than .Belthorpe — possibly, had she 
been in :all Im 3iltrQtS( she might liave been 
of a different ,i>pi.nion; but that not being 
the case, it was by no means extraordinary 
she should give him the preference, though 
she was not, like Mr. Langhton, absolutely 
blind to his failings;, and as the Padre was 
very anxious to be upon good terms with 
her, if she condescended to hint her wishes 
to him, he always, in appearance at leasJ; 
conformed to them. 

She Was, thierefore, extremely hurt to 
perceive that her *son secretly despised 

him« 
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him/ and the more so, as he was contuiu- 
ally ^extolling Him to the skies ;'rt&y, often 
did he out-Herod Mr. Langhton, when 
dwelling upon his superior sanctity; yet 
she dared not open the friar's eyes, as she 
knew not what might be the consequence 
of her thus proclaiming h€t isbn's failings, 
to whom she privately spoke her mind 
pretty freely, and he endeavoured to per- 
suade her ,she had mistaken his meaning. 
Her lectures had, howfefcei^, had the good 
effect to put him more upon his guards 
and Belthorpe had not failed to enforce 
her.advi<5e very strenuously; therefore, he 
W^ more than ever apparently devoted to 
thet friar, though his dislike of him had in- 
creased, since Lady WUlianrhad taken him 
to task about him; and he now frequently 
prayed for his speedy release from his 
mundane cares, and never failed to drink a 
good journey ^to him, wherever he was 
bound, in bis last private glass, Belthorpe 
generally pledging, him^ and both form- 
ing 
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ing many resolutions, which were all to 
be put HI practice when his head was laid 
low. 



.n'. 



CHAP. IX. 




We will now return to Donald, who, 
mounted on. Glow-worm, soon reached 
Manchester, and having alig^hfed ^^at the 
first inn he came to, he put up his horse, 
and ordered something for jdinner, to 
"Which he had but just sat down, when a 
stage-coach drove into the yard; and, upon 
ist^uiry, he found that it came in- every 
^y from- London, at nearly tihe same hour, 
and started from thence every morning at 

five. 
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five. He therefore added a postscript to 
tKe letter he had already written his : bra- 
ithqr, in which he desired him, if, possible, . 
lo come down by this very coach, upon 
receipt of his letter, as it left London in 
the evening, he understood, merely taking 
the lead of the mail. At all events, he 
wrote him, he should expect to find a let- 
ter at the Post-office, Manchester, (since 
he forbid his franking it, as usual/to his 
lord), if any thing prevented him from 
undertaking the journey, as he should 
come thither, in hopes of meeting him, 
on Friday ; and had his own freedom, nay, 
his life, depended upon his brother's exer- 
tions, he could not have written more to 
the purpose. 

Having, however, dispatched his letter^ 
be set out to make his purchases, and soon 
, procured such tools as he required, and a 
plentiful supply of aquafortis. The rope 
he had packed in the smallest compass 
imaginable, and had had it sewed up in a 
packing-mat; still it formed too large a 

bundle. 
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bundle, he thought^ to carry into the Pri- 
ory ; bi|t, as it was quite dusk when he 
reached the garden-wall, by standing upon 
^ the saddle^ as the horse was as gentle- as he 
was spirited, he made shift to throw it 
.over ; feeling convinced that he should be 
able to fumble it out in the dark, when all 
the family were at chapel, and he dare not 
run the risk of bringing' it in openly. 

Having delivered his horse to the groom, 
he hurried home, where he arrived between 
six ahd seven, and merely desired one of 
the servants to let his master know- that- he 
-was returned from Preston, but had not 
been able to meet with what he wanted. 
The Marquis perfectly understood his 
meaning, therefore merely replied— •" I 
did not suppose he would: I dare say I 
shall be obliged to send to Edinburgh^ 
after all;" but entered ipto no further ex- 
planation; of course, none was required; 
nor had any one the lea$t suspicion of the 
real errand Donald had been upon^ whos^ 
first care, after the family werie gone to 
. . chapel. 
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chapel, (Lady William alone remaihin^r 
i^ith dui- hero)j vra^ to secure his rope, 
ivhich he easily Toiin^; HmH havihg coH^ 
veyed it into his own room/ locked it ilp 
i& a triink l>eIonging to his lord's post- 
chaise, Which he had previously emptied; 
resolving never to work at his Ia4der but 
by night, that he might nevet be surprised^ 
while so employed; his night-lamp would 
afford him all ^he light he required, and |ie 
was determined to have all in readiness 
against his brother came. 

Having locked up his cotd and hi$va« 
rious tools, he hastened to deliver his lord^s 
welcome letter to the prisoner, who was 
impatiently expecting him, and seemed 
transported with joy, when he found that 
measures were actually taking for bis re- 
lease. Donald dared not make any stay 
with/him, though he seized the opportu- 
nity to drop some of his aquafottis upoa 
the iron frame-work, in the direction whore 
he ^fished to make it yield, the prisoner 
assisting him Avith his light, and amking 

VOL. II. K him 
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Iiim every encouraging sign, likely to have 
induced a less humane man to have per- 
severed in the attempt; but after promis- 
ing to see him again, the ensuing evening, 
iie cautiously retraced his steps, and walked 
down into Ash ton's room, to await his re- 
.turn from chapel. 

While he had been thus busily employed, 
our hero remained tete-d'teie with Lady 
"William, who expressed her thanks for the 
kind invitation he had given his brother; 
adding — " I know I am also indebted to 
you for Lady Winifred's polite attention to 
my daughter, as her triumphant glances at 
you convinced me that you were the in- 
stigator of her wish to introduce Rosalie 
into the beau inonde" 

''You positively do not do tfiegood 
lady justice, my dear Madam — the idea ab- 
solutely originated in herself; and I own I 
was agreeably surprised at Mr. Langhton's 
ready acquiescence with our wishes, though 
it was certainly very politic." 

*' Aiid^ your Lordship may have heard 

V that 
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that Ac ci'devant Jesuits were never sup- 
posed to bp deficient in policy. But vyhile 
we are alone,. suffer me to request that you 
would caution Algernon against making 
too free'with the bottle, on Thursday, a$ 
IJcnow h^ is rather fond pf wine, and he 
has very little guard over his tongue when 
he has drank an extra glass, which he ha$ 
now and then contrived to do at home/* 

That Malcolm readily credited, as h^ 
made no doubt Belthorpe and him fre- 
quently made themselves amends in drink- 
ing, for their scanty meals v on fast-days. 
He, however, promised to watch over him 
at Preston; and she was proceeding to enr 
ter into several details respecting Bel- 
thorpe, whom, she owned, she wished did 
not stand ,so high in Mr. Langhton's and 
the friar's opinion, when her discourse 
was broke in upon by the return of the 
devotees; 

At the usual hour, Maltolm retired to hi? 
apartment, and listened with infinite satis- 
factiop to Donald's account of his jaunt, 

- K 2 giving 
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giving him grtat credit for having so clear- 
ly pointed out to' his brother, when and 
Vhere Jie wisJiM to meet him ; repeating 
his cautions to avoid cr6atj:ng any suspi- 
cions, and desiring him to keep all his 
purchases under lock and key, till he 
ineaftt to use them. Tht valet promised 
to be more upon his guard than eVel*; and 
his lord soon dismissed hihi, as he now, 
from being conscious that he had a plan in 
agitafibh, which it would be so mucb to 
the friar's interest to frustrate, was parti- 
)bularly fearful of even seeming to liold 
any consultations with his i^rvant, sinc6 
their only hopes of success rested on the 
'monk's remaining in total rgnor^tice of 
their Intercourse with his captive. 

The following morhihg, as thte weatlict 
Hvas still very pleasant for the season, our 
hei-o rode over to High wood. Miss AN 
bany still kept her ro^om, which he noW 
suspected she would not be permitted to 
leave, while Lord Diinluce remamed there; 
nay, hib had his doubts Vrhether he i^hoald 

^ be 
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|>e i^tiioduced to h^r iu the cpuntry, ag 
Lady Winifred might wish ^he should first 
zppedX at court: but th^ Earl assured I^im 
t^t it was in contemplation to tikp bis 
lljsijirt by asjs^ult; therefore, this divipjity 
was not tp appear before him^ till properly 
adorned for conquest^ whicl> {>e ipade tiif 
dfi^ht of her bei^g the next Monday. 

" Oh, she wjU look to wojn^erful advAR- 
t^e by the J^ide of the fair Rosalie/' s^ijj 
Lord Dunluce> '^ who would inevit^ljj: 
l^Ve robbed nie of my heart, bad she not 
bee;n forbidden goods;^ |pnt Aimt Win will 
never dispose of her pargin till Rosalie ifi 
marred,, a^ ^h^ ,¥>l^^9^ to,'ljring t;heni out 
"together. •* t 

'^ As you value my friei?d$hip, Bunlup^ 
flon't drop,a hint of the kind to Lady Wiy 
nifred/' §3id our hero; '^ since, were suc^ 
all ide? to enter her head^ she would cer- 
tainly frame $ome exci^se to leave Rosa% 
In the cou^itry." 

*' If he were to be so injlispreet/' r^ 

K 3 joined 
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joined the Earl; ^but, hush! — ^here comes 
her Ladyshi]|>.'* 

Our hero having been received by his 
uncle and cousin. Lady Winifred and the 
Countess now joined them, and both be- 
stowed the highest enconiiums upon Rosa- 
lie and Lady William. 

*' Algernon is a true ^anghton/' ob- 
served her Ladyship, ^' for he does not 
bear the least resemblance to our fa- 
mily/' 

*' Well, positively, I think him like Miss 
Albany, not his sister, trien entendre/* said 
Lord Dunluce. 

" I Wonder you did not fancy him like 
Lady Zara Montrose, when you were ex- 
ercisingyour fancy," said the Barl, anxious 
lb sotten down what even Lady Winifred 
could hot think a flattering comparison. 

'' His Lordship merely wished to contra- 
dict me> nephew,'* rejoined the stately spin- 
ster; ^' but I repeat my assertion — Alger- 
iron Albany takes infinitely more after his 

grandfather's 
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grandfather's than his father's family. What 
say you. Marquis ?" 

*^ I am intirely of your Ladyship's opi- 
nion/' Was the reply ; and as he did not feel 
inclined to prolong his visit, he soon took 
Ms leave, politely hoping that he shp^ild 
liaye the advantj^ge of seeing his fair cqu- 
sin, when next he visited Highwood. This 
expressed wish to see her ward quite dis- 
pelled the o]d lady's anger, who assured 
him she looked forward with impatience to 
his becoming her inmate. 

The Earl and Lord Dunluce accompa- 
nied him to the great-door, where his 
horses were in waiting, the latter whis- 
pering, as they approached it — *' And I 
look forward with impatience to my de- 
parture from hence." 

"Then, I suppose, you take my place at 
the Priory ?" said the Marquis, in a gay 
tone. 

" I think I will propose his becoming 
Mr. Langhton's guests during the time his 

K 4 grandchildren 
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^n^hi^^^ ^re tq wend in tovn/' re-- 
joined the Earl ; ** since tbi'^^ months spent 
ii\ s^cl|isiqn> mpy rend^^r h^im les^ so^ep- 
tiblf of ennui, when in compai^ative plea* 
sant situations; sinc^ he only exists in a 
found of dissipation^ as hp'tful to his 
health a^ it is destructive to his mor^ls.*^ 

Vip\€T had Qvir hero, heard the Earl so 
severe upon his cousin, though he felt that 
It must oe very provoking^i to hea^ him 
continually repining,^ because he led a ra-. 
tional, and what many pieop^e wpuld have 
thought, a very pleasant life. Npt chusi^g, 
however, to interfere between the father 
an^ son, he ha$tily mounted Glow-worm, 

When within sight of Chedworth. a bpy, 
about four years old, )yho w§s stai;iding a^ 
the door of a neat cottage by the road- 
side, crying very bitterly, caught \\vf at* 
tentlon. Naturally fond of children, he. 
had la^ver b|?en inajttjpntiv? ^o th|p W^^n^s. of 
th^9 beIon|;!ng to his ijoldier3 ;. t.? theriB- 

fore 
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|b?e cbecked his horse, ii)qui}ring> ia ik 
kii^d accent — '^. What as the matter^ my UlH 
tie man?** 

*' Mammy and little brother are dead>'^ 
^e s^1|)bed o^jt^ " and Johpny does. QOl 
come with the Doctor/* 

CoijijceiviQg some accident must have 
happened, instgntily alighting, he entered 
the cQttag^^ and perceived^ as the child 
had told him» a woman> to appearanire. life«^ 
less, extjended upon the mud fioor^ and an 
infant^ in a wooden cradle by the side of 
her, which appeared to have just breathed 
its last. A few moments sufficed to qon*. 
vince him> that the wretched ^mother, hadi * 
only GUIen in a fitj, pr,Qbably in qpiiser 
quence pf the shock her Seelings had un^ 
^r^ooe ; therisforej calling to, his groonu 
]^ desired him to hang the hf»rs^ to ther 
railing in front, and to come and assist bita 
in. raising the fainting 8|»fierer> which> they 
did between tibem> and. haTing placed be« 
l^pon a bed in the adyoioing room^ the 
)larqut^ eodfavjoimd t» nnU Iker to her 
.5 senses* 
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senses. Hie child, who was an attentive, 
though "weeping spectator, hearing his 
Lordship inquire for water, led the groorrf 
to a neighbouring 'pool, where he filled a 
pitcher with this salutary element, by the 
assistance of whicYi, and some aromatic 
Tinegai* the Marquis had about him, they 
succeeded in restoring her to life. The 
first words she uttered, unconscious of who 
was thus humanely busied in recovering 
her, were—'' 'Tis too late. Doctor — the 
jpoor dear lamb is gone !*' 
. " I grieve for your loss, my, good wo- 
nian5" i&aid our hero, in the gentlest 'ac- 
cent, "and J can conceive what your feel- 
ings must be. You are not, however, left 
childless; dnd^h^ aflfecttbn of that fine 
little- fellow/ who told me of y our distwss,* 
mtlst^elp to console you for your recent 
Isms/' 

*' Lord blfess me. Sir ! " cried the asto^ 
fiished cottager, in ^n audible 'whisper; 
gazing in amaze upon the person, whof 
was stills hdUtkig a^soieliiiig-ibottle to her 

• nose. 
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nos^, '*'why, inVnt mistaken, you be the 
stranger lord I seed at churchy last Sun- 
day ! Only to think of your goodness^ in 
coming to my assistance!" t 

Tears, at last, seemed to relieve her op- 
pressea heart, and she was endeav6uring to 
express her heartfelt gratitude, when a* 
boy, about nine years old, ran in, crying 
— " Here comes the Doctor, mammy ! Shall 
I go for daddy now?*' '* 

The unexpected sight of a stranger sup- 
porting his mother, made him pause; and" 
our hero, who expected to have seen the 
village apothecary following him, partici- 
pated in his surprise, wheh DK Murray 
and his daughter entei'ed the cottage, and 
found him aditiinistering to the wants and 
comforts of one of the pooreit, but one* 
of the most deserving inhabitants of the 
village; but he found the worthy Rector 
also acted in the capacity of physician, in 
which he was ably seconded by his exfiiel- 
lent wife; arid he had «itow obeyed the fitsV' 
summon^'bP'the pob5Hcott{ig'er, who wished* 

K 6 him 
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him to hav^ baptised and prescfiib^ for 
th^ |>ab^^ at the samp. time. 

Qur hero nev^r wished tq blazon bis 
charitable deeds^ 3tiU he did not blush at 
beip^ 8urpn§(^d^ while xa^x^ly, as he 
t^9ug|it^ fpliawing the golden rule;, and 
reac[ily ^ccpunted for his. being there, add- 
ing — " I need not have had a greater proof 
oi your unbound.ed charily. Doctor, than 
my having been> in the first moment of 
h^v recovery, add]:essed as you by this poor 
tvoman/' 

The Doctor returned the complimttit 
\yitl^ infinite politene^ ; and^ as the inva- 
' li^ was now no lopger in need of his ser*- 
v^ces, took his leave of the worthy mai^ 
cfeclaring his intention of calling a( th/9 
Bectory^ in the cousse of the week;, and. 
sending his compliments to Mf$« Mum][ 
4nd Miss Melbourne. Hje then departed, 
after slipping five guineas into tl)e sicl^ 
woman's hand, and pursued his ride honie; 
and before evening, his conflfsscenvioii, 
benevolence, %»d clj^^y^iy^rctl^e t*»fme 

of 
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of ih^ ^^ip viHage — sa cheaply may t^e 
great render themselves beloved and res- . 
pected t ' . 

Bu( his grpom.^ ivha> as well as Donald^ 
had been with him abroad^ ^^^^^.^d twenty 
similar stories to the one now in circula-. 
tion at Ched worth — ^^ His lonL Gpd hl#$s 
turn ! had nev^r befsn above speajcing to 
the spldier's wives^ and his kind wards had 
done them^ as much good as his charitable 
gifts. Aye ! many's the ppor baby he has 
seen christened — and they will all have 
reason- to ^p^ly for their godfather^ as long 
as they live.'* 

The oth^r servants were equally * elor 
quent in ^ifs praise«---*there was not a dis- ^ 
tressed cottager within twenty miles of 
Montroate Castle; every one that would 
Tyoiic was sure to be amply provided for, 
while in healthy and carefully attended^ if. 
they were ill. The present trod in the 
exact steps ^f the late Marquis oi Ender- 
may^ who was the most charitable qf men; 
, biit^ £rom a child, their lord ^4 evinced 

the 
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the greatest compassion for the poorer 
classes. « 

His health was^ therefore^ drank by una- 
nimous consent^ in the tap-room at the 
NagVhead, with three times three cheers; 
as, next to their rector, the inhabitants of 
Chedworth were now inclined to rank the 
youn^ soldier, who, of course, did not 
mention his morning's adventure to the 
family ; but Donald, who learnt it in the 
afternoon, when he, as usual, went into 
the village, was not so* discreet; and thus 
it reached the ears of Lady William and 
her daughter, who could apprecikttf the 
character of their young relative. Mr. 
Langhton and the friar did not hear of it; 
as Ashton said, when a little mellow — " It 
would be too mortifying to them, to learn 
that a heretic was a better Christian than 
such devout Catholics. But there are god- 
ly, and there are good men — my lAaster* 
ranks among the first, Mr. Donald, and 
your lord among the last.*' 
' LHtle tof moment, however, trccurre^l 

between 
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between this and Thursday, if we except 
that daily letters passed between the cap- 
tive and oiir hero, since no time could be 
absoiutely fixed for his making his escape, 
till the arrival of Donald's brother; though 
the Marquis was resolved not to leave the 
Priory till he was safe of!^ as he grew more 
and more interested in his behalf, every 
letter he received from him, as he always 
returned every letter he wrote him by Do- 
nald» with his answers to them, that he 
might not leave any thing behind him, 
which might lead his goalers to suspect 
that he had ever corresponded with any 
one; and he had promised to return all his 
writing materials, whenever they were re- 
quired, which, he' ventured to hope, they 
would not be, till he was upon the evcf of 
his departure, as he never wrote, but v^hen 
sure of being uninterrupted for some 
hours/ and had never as yet spilled a drop 
of ink, or left any mark upon* his fingers 
likely tb excite any suspicions in Frto-^ 
Cisco, who alone Tisited him wiiei!i he re- 
turned 
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turned from mass in the morning, with his 
breakfasts and about two o'clock with bi^ 
dioqer, ^s he never bad any supp€^r> nor 
never ^ayf him again, till he> at the usual 
timej brought him his breakfast in the 

momiqg. 

This vras veiy pleasing intelligence to 
both master and man^ since^ at this rate> 
more than twelve hours would probably 
elapse before his escs^pe would be discon- 
vered; when it occurred to the Marquis, 
that as so few people knew there was a 
prisoner i,n this maid turret, the Father 
might deem it expedient to conceal h]% 
having le£t the house, even from Mr^ 
Langhtqn. He therefore thought that 
some traces of a person having done bo^ 
ought to be suffered to be discovered, 
jjMSt to bear what ^qvt of a story tjhe Father 
would tell, and bfiW fy^ it might coincide 
with the poor prispqer'a; this be hinted *H|, 
Donalds on the Wednesdsiy m^Kr^ing* wha 
tboHghi; it way an excellenti nptioi^ 9inise 
he befieved the qld monk, wag <i?(pab)e qC 

deceiving 



deceiiunj; 014 Nick hivmfiyfj up^^ 9 piiic|>; 
therefore^ it va« not Jnifsps^i^lse th^l; Mr. 
Xan^ton was not 9ware yrby thp ppojr 
young fellovr was so^ coope4 uj>« 

'* That is \ery probable,** rejpii]i(ed the* 
Alarq^uis, w]]ip cqnc^iye^ t\k^t he might be 
doing his brother a^d. sister an es^ntial 
service, Y^ere be ta un:^ask thi^ old hypor 
crite, compared with whgm, he thpught^ 
even Belth€\rpe a good character; andL 
some story ipust be tpJd, to, accoui^t fpjf^ 
any one's being thus strangely coofined:. 
yet he did not wish to hptyp it >^j5p.^cled 
which way the fygitivf ; ijfeijt, ^luch lessj, 
th^t he qr p^onald kd |?ef n fj^fistiQg ip biti' 
espape, • ^ 

Thp rape-ladder was nearly con<pleted, 
and Donald had planned how to rendf r it 
v^ry securp. Jt hafl also b,e^n s^^tlfd, thgt 
the captive should dress in a complete suit 

• - 

of the l^a^quis's clqthes, prpvipus to his^ 
inaking his escape ; an^ that his own, and 
the rope-ladder, should be let down after 
him, and conyeyed ^way by \i^ compa- 
nion. 
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liion, whbm Donald meant to desire to 
sink them in the first pond they cam^ to: 
as far his clothes hanging looisely abomt 
him, that ipight easily be accouuted for, as 
he looked extremely pale; therefore, he 
might be said to be in k decline^ admitting 
any questions were asked; aind his not 
speaktng English might easily be con- 
cealed, since Macrue, Donald's brother, 
might say he was deaf and dumb, which 
would perfectly account for their con- 
versing by signs. 

These were matters the Marquis and Do- 
nald had more than once canvassed over; 
but they could not decide how to make 
his having obtained his liberty generally 
known to the household, till his Lordship^ 
after mature reflection, observi?d, that as 
he had both sheets and blankets to his bed^ 
he might, during the afternoon of Friday, 
tear them all into stripes, and then tie 
them all together by smaller slips of the 
sheets; this done, he (Donald) might fasten 
this strange kind of rope, (which would, 

of 



LAKGHTON PRIORY, 211 

of course, appear to be of his own con- 
triving), to the iron chevaux 4e frize, and 
then throw the end over into the garden, 
as it would probably reac^ nearly io the 
ground;, and his niattrass might be thrown 
over the spikes^ to account for his having 
cleared them unhurt. ^ . 

^* Oh, I can manage every thing, my 
Lord : oply do you write your directions 
to the prisoner, and explain why you wish 
to have it j^known that he has outwitted his 
treacherous goaler, and then leave every 
thing to me. He will not have half the 
difficulty in making his rope, I have had 
in making the ladder — and if Alick were 
but come, I think we shall prove a dead 
match for the friar; however, I make no 
doubt I shall either see or hear from my 
brother on Friday — and then, woe be to 
Father Benedetto ! " 

« 

It will be sufficient to say, that the Mar- 
quis wrote a very long letter, containing 
his final and general instructions to the 
poor ' captive, which Donald delivereSd to 

him 
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kirn P9 the Wednesd^ evening; ^ |i^ 
^as soou convinced^ that the ppoj ypu(^ 
would strictly conform to €\f ry directioo 
the Marquis had written him. The valet 
merely stppped to pour some mor^ 9V^3r 
jtbrtis upon th^e frame, which had^ he found 
already, had the desired effect^, s\nd then 
departed, with his v^iial precaution, after 
desiring the prisoner, by si^ns, ^ot to exf 
pect to see him till Friday, when he hope4 
every thing woi^d hp prepare4 for his esr 
cape; and as tqld hjs lord, when ^st^ 
ing hinf to undres^ the ^me would seetf^ 
lie^ly a& Ipng to hjip, till, bis brother ar^ 
rived, a& i{ doubtless wpul^ do to the vpot 
^aptive, 

*' We v^usf, only hope Ale^^nder Map? 
rue will not )pe prevented fcom obeyipg^ 
ypur summons, since I am, to the full, a;^ 
anxious tO' have the poor fellow safely 

housed in Lpjpdpn, qs you ean be; though, 

• • • 

doubtless, my anxiety • is triflings wh^ii 

comps^red tp his. However, rather tha^ 

4isap|)!Qint h^iir;, should Al^^k 4i^ppoint 

out 
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t 

^or lexpeclations, I will let James (one oJF 
his footmen) i&to our secrietj and send hihi 
off with hiih/' 

Donald could only hope that his Bro* 
ther*s arrival would render this unneces- 
sary ; as^ like his lord^ he siaw many objec- 
tions to any of the serviainte being ab^nl 
iat such a juncture. 






e&A^. ± 



Oj^ the following day, which was ^hilr»- 
tlay, bur hero> out bf compliment to tlie 
|)arty ht was going to visit, adorned in a 
new suit of regimentals; and as the cbs- 
iume of thie itighland regimentis is parti- 
cularly beootiiing to fair men^ be ceitaii^ly ^ 

looked 
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looked even better than when he had 
landed at Plymouth,, having upon this oc- 
casion devoted rather more time to his 
toilette: his tartan cap was also extremely 
well adapted to the expression of his coun- 
tenance ; and even Mr. Langhton, when he 
joined the party in the great parlour, paid 
him some very flattering compliments 
upon his personal appearance ; declaring 
that be thought, in that dress, the family 
likdness between him and Rosalie (who 
was, of course^ present), was even striking. 

*' You wish to render me very vain, Mr. 
Langhton," was the reply, " since tny sister 
may be deemed a first-rate belle." 

" Thank you for so fine a compliment, 
my dear brother,*' said the > amiable, and, 
when in spirits, droll girl, '' which, after 
what my grandfather has said^ I must sup- 
pose is founded in truth; since, if I re- 
semble you, I am much handsomer than I 
ever supposed." 

At this moment the Father entered, fol- 
lowed by Algernon and Belthorpe; the first 



gave 
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gavp a sort of involuntary start, when he 
caught sight of the Marquis, which he ac- 
counted for, in a way that would have 
been very flattering to jf vain man; but 
the young soldier had too tnuch under- 
standing to set any value upon his per- 
sonal attractions. Not s6 Algernon Al- 
bany, who vainly fancied that he only 
required the Highland costume^ to be as 
much admired as his brother evidently 
was, by every one present; a foolish re- 
mark he made to that effect, induced 
our hero to examine his dress more mi- 
nutely than lie would probably otherwise 
have done, though he certainly wished 
him to make a favourable impression 
upon the party at' Preston ; but, to his 
great mortification, he thought he had 
never seen him look worse; his clothes 
were very ill-made, and his blue frock 
was at least three shades too light to be 
fashionable, which was not very surprising, 
since he had left the choice of the colour 
to Mr. Carpenter, who happened to have 

the 
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'the remains of a piece by him^ whicti b<? 
had purchased for some farmer's sons^ who 
chose to wear true blue; wishing, however, 
to make sohie diflerence betiveeh them and 
the yoiing lord of the ih'ahor, he added a 
t>Iaick velvet cape to his frock, with which 
Algernon had been extremely pleased; 
hot so Mr. Langhtoti, who, as well as Lady 
William, had perceived our hero's disap- 
probation of kis appearance ; and the old 
gentleman was not sparing of his censures. 
Lady William merely wished he had, upon 
* such an occasion,' employed a Manchester 
Taylor, and consulted his brother, who 
would have prevented him /from falling 
into any of the absurd exfrenies fashion 
authorizes. 

"Why, 1 did consult toy brother," re- 
joined thiB provoked youth, '' and he 
merely toid me to dress ds 1 always did. 
I am sure I would have gone in toy evelry- 
day suit, if t had thought there would havie 
b^en such a fuss, becausfe Carpenter y^ished 

to make m<^ look like other fpiU^/' 

The 



The .frxar^ to Malcokn's.igreat stij^iie^ 

^js^rred*^^ That Mr. Attatiy'd firtentiims 

unsre "very g^ptl^ bt wat iiearriil 0f -rfil-^ 

. g^^achig lus irolJMr.; ftiis bud led hkn ^pibr- 

in^s Uftor a« leivor^ but wluoh iVMdd iBor- 

.^aifoAy^md fotonr in th« M^ar^iaiH lof ,Ei« 

. dermic V «^e)9^ v^od ^h^ wovAA f^FobakAf 

Jbc kind ^nou^ to pffi^6i>t his <fiiiitiii|g 

a ^Iti'vci^ wxt u strkt adbepaivt ^ 4be re^«- 

ih^ f/a$hii0ii§/' replied kmt Jberpi; ^'IvMtd^ 

^<e«deiii^t»r ita avoid skig^irity^" and fo^ 

'im gvoat <figtief, at be^eFoeiued Mr«Xintgb« 

/tmi W0S uiclin^ to jprol4)fig /(be debate^ 

lie be«rd the .E^rl of rAIgdrn^n^ cfMapinfe 

idriv^ tela ^ti^e cowt^ ivtie had ppdmmed Jo 

call for him ^ed bi$ bpoiher; thei^hOied« 

^woi'th Was a^ in the direct ^oad to Fres- 

ton; atid^ iniijfiDiv itiosients^ bti;J^E>rdshi)»j 

and his certainly very fasliiOfiable isnmI^ 

twere>8hemi\rn« The datier» biKviiig /taken 

a iaasty gfatice at hk cousin iUgpernon, wrdi 

^difiioult}' presere^ ii^is grartiy> vd>Ui^ ](af • 

VOL. II. L ^ ing 
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. iflg tib respects to Mr. Langhtan and Lidjr 
Winiaffi'; to Rosalie be vras extremely po^ 
lite ; and by .way. of flattering the old gen- 
tiemdn, he bestowed some verypompous 
tfulogrurnl lipoti his Gothic mansion, and 
led hitn ott to refate the history of some of 

^tht revererid gentlemen, whose portraits 

• adbhied the'saloon; till the Earl was obliged 
to break' in lipon his legends,^ as it grew 

^'late/iind ihty were to dine at four; thfere- 
fi^e} aff er" reminding Lady William of her 
Mdndafy's^AVprfgemeht, and promising Mr. 
'tahghton -to bring 'the young men 'home, 
' as soon as they could with politeness le&ve 
♦their 'party, they departed, Iteaving Mh 
Latifghtoti half repenting » of having suf- 
fered bis grandson to accompany them to 

• this, lie feared, jovial dinner. 

'' r hope Algernon will not be led into 
any exciess," he said> when he returned 
into the saioon. ^ ^ . » . 
'. Father Benedetto had infrnitrly too high 
an opinion c^f his. principles, to fentertain 
any such fears^ he'repliedj which raither 

I ., raised 



■# ■ « 

talsed the old gentleman's spirits; and L^Ay 
William Wflls conTinced, that both the Mar- 
quis and Earl would ra^ther check than en<^ 
courage her $on in any errors r still the old 
genclemai^ was afraid Algernon would be 
thrown otT his guards and that he might 
disclose more respecting his prUion-house^ 
than he wished to have -known. This he 
did not fhuse^ however^ to alledge as one 
oF his reasons for regretting that he had 

r • 

stiflTered him to leave home^ unacconJ)>a« 
nied by Belthorpe ; but a Catholic priest 
wouJd have been so much out of faispllice 
at such a dinner^ that he coqld not have 
proposed bis accompanying the young 
men; it mighty besides^ have been deemed 
an afiront to the Earl and the Marquis. 

Father Benedetto did not participate in 
his uneasiness, having, as he thought/ 
guarded against every thing, as he had had 
a private conference with the young man, 
during which, .he had duly impressed upon 
his raind various cautions-; assuring him, 

r. 2 'that 
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that were be to give iiito any ^exceto; ar 
tb disclose wf {>artieular Vbich it niiglil 
be improper that- ProtestdDts should know^ 
a very heavy judgnfiefit vroukl ftli upO'Ti 
him ; aiid his errors wovild be indubitably 
tevealed to him and Mr, Langhtoii> who 
would certainly nex'er agam suflfer hiih to 
Ife&ve the Priory; tbiis taking advairtage of 
bis known superstition^ Tather fhan ap** 
j;)eaUng <o his printJples^: but the Iriar 
had al'Ways been ac^cufst^tmie^ to govern his 
pupils iind ^p^kmtte, by bbldiitg out pu- 
tiishmen^s 4n terrorem, diepetiding more 
upon' their (bar, ^ati Itieir in^vate love nf 
v^rme, to 'rcfk)der tbem subservient to bis 
win. 

Belthorpe bad :alwajrs pttrsued the same 
fnethod with Aigermm ; loeut being infir 
n'itely ttiore acquaiiyted with tbe wprld 
titan the more wiiy friar, ^as^ he Siad bis 
fears, that the Mai^uis and Earl might be 
able to laugh their relation out of ^aiany '4iX 
bis silly sdr4)ples; and ^ould 4ie^ <When a 

little 
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in tie elena^ted, drop a hint of the suspi- 
cions Ibey both entei;t!iineck respecting th9 
turrct-roona^ it inigKt prove th^ forerun*^ 
net of his (BelAorpe's) disgrace; since he 
luiew the bhat vfouW hy *11 tfee l>hngi^ tQ 
iiim; 9nd he h^d^ many reigns Cor wi^binj^ 
t^ QonHQue whj^ro he vais^ a^ the hopes he 
c^ter^ined qf hw^ve ^vat^tages m^de him 
pot^icH^tly endure hi^ prese]i\t privations; 
ttbe teoiUs. was not' ioimorta)/ ^nd he had a 
plan in eHivbryo^^ that might enable hina; 
7^^ Qt>ly to su<;e?e^ hii|i a^ div^dixp-^genc^ 
fgli b«it even tq, e^abli3h hifir authority 
Upon ^, still finv^. basis than the Father 
had ever done; and it would be very cpii'i' 
duciveto his Juterestj ho con^eived^ were 
|i|r,ti<aAgbtor^ to survive liis spiritual con^ 
sokr^ This, hewever> was ia matter of 
dOJubt.; be was, thereforCj, obliged to play 
bis part very skilfuUyj to conciliate both 
his patronsj to keep upon good terms with 
J^ady William and her daughter/ and to 
retain the con/idence of his weak and uiv 

L 3 suspecting 
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suspecting pupil. But Beltb'orpe could Ibfe 
^11 iri all to all men; and he thought thiat 
ire was too deeply versed in some of the 
Padre's secrets^ to have much to fear from 
iiim ; stilly at tiraes^ he had his doubts whe^ 
ther that very circumstance might not have 
rendered him an object of dislike to the 
old man; and he could not unmask hint to 
Mr^ Langhton, without declaring his hav- 
ing long been privy to some rat'ier ini- 
quitous transactions; and if he could but 
fathom the mystery attached io the turret, 
be might be able^ at least to alarin Mr. 
Xanghton ; but even that would be a ha- 
zardous attempt. 

While^ however, he was tkus revolving 
how to undermine (he Padre's interest, his 
pvpil was j)roceeding to Preston, and 
plainly evinced to his companions^ that he 
thought himself free from all.controul, the 
moment he turned his back upon his pri- 
son, as lie always styled the Priory, when 
out of his grandfather's hearing. Lord 

Dunluce 



Dimlucr vmialso in yery high spiifilSi.aiid: 
nrtled away nearl j as fast as his less * m-i 
fbrnned cousin, whom he wotild havet 
quizzed most .unmereifully, had he ) not 
been restrained by the presence of the 
Marquis anti his &lher ; as it wa% .he ^iic*^ 
ceeded in drawing him.oUi till the<Earl wa$: 
shocked io find that he held both his gr^indw 
father ,and the Padre in the highest goo-) 
tempt, tared very little for his moither^ 
a»d> slill leias for his sHter^ Belthorpe ap^ 
pearihg. to be hi? sole friend and cpnfi-* 
dant; yet^ to his infinite astonlBbment^ he - 
found he was superstitiously attached to 
the forms and -c^eremonies of the religion" 
be professed^ and that he firmly believed all 

« 

beetles would go to $he d-v-I. 

. The Marquis suffered him to run on 
without, interruption^ as he feared the er- 
rors of his creed and education had taken 
too deep root, tq be ever totally eradi- 
cated'; and it would be a futile attempt to 
hope to work a reibrmation in his way of 
thinking, while he remained under the 

^ 1. 4 controul 
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^^mtrotit off peM)f>1r he avowtdljr chspiiadt 
bwisfiM ffared; mdktd, he «nnvBi}:to thiislr 
tile faflMr could divine tbc past> iuM^ if 
rrifvhed^ fotetdl iWfvtum. 

^ then ] nm ia$tohisheit/^ and tkr Nbc^ 
^tM^ ''he ne^er c&tiiieil Ait'yaa some^* 
il«ic9 peep in to' his sumeium smxtomnL** 

'^'Ofc^ that is n^ stn^ y^^u knofw> bno* 
Aer; besides, Beltborpe h.p^rivy to that, 
and we mer^ty wish to'see*lh4 old fol|ow: 
rotfnftii^ his hoards ;:'' deiiiilm^ itd ihe 
£art and Lord ' l)tmluce Ui vMslV the Hba^ 
^ri&^Ituded. '' o* 

Idrd Dtinloce girre bim' infinite' 
for bk iDge&uitjr;: Lofd Algernoa 
no remarks; and soon afr^, thiy teached 
Preston, and drove 'lo th^ printcipal ini^ 
vhere the}^ found all the cfficcvs-ass^mbred, 
vail 11)^ their amvat^ wbo^.k m^y bewp^ 
posed, greeted the two peers with levety^i 
mark of respect and polixeness; Loid* 
Dnnhice seemed a no less t^lcoknia gd«rj' 
and the yoimg C!athobc, ha\ang been in** 
troduccd to ereryone present, so oii .found* 

^ ^ himself 



Iiiiflisdf quite at his ea^ie^ though among 
total strangers; and during dmner^ he con- 
^Inced them that he was a true bon vtoant; 
tk>r was he at all backward when the bat- 
tles bc^af^ to eirculate^ as lie never refused 
to. join in tfa^ bumper toasis^ firbiGk he 
tossed off^ with true eon vivfality. The Barl 
wa& astonished, as he aeetMd to carry olf 
his repeated Ubations ia the sbrioe of Bac- 
chus, far better than he cooM have done; 
since.' he, as welt a^ the Marquis^ after 
doing: honott^^'the most popular loasti^ 
ifntqtfently passed the decantefi&; out, her^^ 
endea^i^uring fo make amends for the 
weakness of his liead> which h^ nlways tth 
kdged'as. ^'eitettfi^ far not drinking fo 
any^)»€iessy biy^eUttng several droll moo 
:d)crtes> whix^hhad^occui^redi dwingbi&realp- 
^deo^ «t ]kb1ia^;and. which had the demed 
i^fiect) of koepiof the paftji? m » roar oi 
jttirtb* , • . >■ V. yi * * 

JSamm ofi the ofieeitt thai scmg* vainoitt 
ffopHlajfrrbcillsds^ itE.hteonrof the hetoea 
9£ ^S^gpfit. r fMtk Dtttlvce xfolknrad th^tir 

L 6 example;^ 
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example^ treating the company witb a 
very burlesque song of ^Dibdjn's^ whieh 
'ivas very much applauded. ^ Mr^ Albany 
was next called upon ; he professed his Jor 
ability to treat them with any song in 
vogue^ as his^sister had none of Dibdin's^ 
and he could not reli^rHanders;. but if 
they chose to kear^a Frem:h drinking-song, 
which hi9 tutor bad taught hitiv he would 
very readily oblige tliem. 

'^ By all means — By all means/' was re- 
jechocd by the whole partyitfthe Marquis 
and £arl excepted, who fe»red he .would 
only, expose himself; but lx)r({. D^nluce 
wa^ dettghted with the id^a: and Algernon^ 
who had' drank enough !tQ be^quite ia his 
elemei^t, after putting hi% poeket hawikeBr 
chief over his head^ aodoftjfing the ends 
amder his chrn, in iitiitatioii of a. beard, 
mumbled out a motti*ridiculcMis monkish 
aoxig, encouraging the fraternity to driiili^ 
as a preliminary step, .'to tUeiii salvaHon, 
and reprobating vSbWiety kia'.iTiar,^.a8von9 
0{the deadi^lsin; aad asi hklgesn^nes were 
' .» Ci ; ^ rxtreyiely 
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extremely appropriate^ and he had not a 
bad voice^ be fully succeeded in amusing 
the company.^ 

Between nine and ten^ they took their 
leave of the party, who received very presi-' 
sing invitations from botlh the Mavquis and 
£ai4, to visit them. either in town or coun- 
try. Algernon Albany, wishing to 'be 
eqtially polite, aaid — " I am sdrry, gentle* 
men, I cannot/ ae yet, give :yott a similar 
invitation to Langhton Priory j bntwhen^' 
as^ I mean it^ shall, it becomes Albany 
House, then I shall rejoice ia seer you 
|2iere~-as I promise you, the cellars shall 
be plentifully stocked/ artd I will keep an- 
escflient cook." Thus he* rap^ on,- beiBg 
more than three parts tipsey, while'sh^king^ 
hands with all those jlresent, who readily 
promised to visit .^him at the appointed 
tf me, having' beet^ extremely diverted by 
iiiai>y of his queer remark$. ; : - 

The ntght was^ «l6udy/and tbi^re'was ho* 
moon; but as the postillions kni^w the' 

L 6 Toadjp 
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vo94s and tbe Cfiw^gct fomp$» wei:< «}if> ^ 
Sari, did not coftceive iHey rao.;arqr ri^k^f 
their necks; though^ as a f urlh<»^ . pffecau- 
tiQii^ he desired ose of the Qufc-ridcM . to 
ptMf de< tbQ ciimage> 9h ht ^v^^Haclod tl»0 
^QQtiUiaw h^ been imklnit; ^ven ptMire 
Jhre tban kim$elf> Iml didiQofc oticntion .^ef 
eiccumstince to bis ^cMnpanians. Tbf ]r 
proceeded^ however^ vitliaut acjtideiit> for 
monr than; six nilesj, nvhem they caacm taa 
pa7fQf4!lie foadwkich vwmencKn^ wkidi 
tb#y had maaFkeid in tbe.siofniag, and » 
tbe stonea %vere very little beoken^ tbe)f 
biiid thte driven on ene »de; and the pe»^ 
tMiicrm resolved ^d do tb^ same tiQiif> the 
sleye net appearing siifficiei^ly seeep to 
indiiee; them to suppoae there would b» 
any danger; tbe atrong bei^r they had! 
hee« drinkii^ haikj be«ide% xendeied then 
^ ii^Anitely more diNring tben they were afc 
general; t^ey, tkeiiefc^s tbi94igfc4 it BMd** 
}e9«( tQ alflMpken. thebr pGHcei tiU^ the .Sarl> 
ae^ioini^ alaamed by their raabnetf^ baatiif 
^ 6 kt 



•^ ^Jttd ij^hat you arj? ahgut,^. JCto nQt iriy* 
sa fast." t » > 

'' No danger^ xo^ l«ord^^' crj^d this . hA 
who di^ove the /wheie^ horses, th^ugfi« .ia 
Qbediegnce to^hj^ .oirdeK^^he^w^ire slac^p:^ 
ing their pace> when the l^od vbeel oatphr^ 
ing upo^ a loose stope, s^^t them over^ 
fortunately very gently, . owing to their 
batii^g pearly pulled up; at thi; moinenir 
t^. a43(;i4€^t happeni^. Our herq and l^ls 
und& weve silting forwards^ Lord Di^nluqe , 
opposite hji^. father; the Marquis aijtd his 
brother were thei^finre tLude/most^ as iji^j 
i^\\ a94 pfohablyi if th# foi;mer> with in*^ 
fijiUe presence of .min4 had inot Jlet, the 
glass dqwiji on. theirx sid^j when, he Xpundi 
tjjey wer^ goiiPgt they might have ^bee^ 
severely cut: as it.^was, no onci vi|af Jjiurt^ 
^OHgk A%ernan called lOUt ^1nost. lust^ 
wi|ien..awapre of his dafig^r^ ag^ ^egan t^ 
Semite patiem ^pA ^^e^^ ^'^^^i^fti!*(<;?ul4 
vitfiTtthepii,,. which stru^ckthe Sjbvr^is^^.s^ 

, ing 
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ing at tbis sudden fit of devotion ; while 
fhe Earl, who was seriously alarmed^ feared 
the poor young fellow was very much 
hurt, endeavouring to avoid pressing upon 
our hero, who requested he would lie 
quiet, as he wte not conscious of having 
received any injury. 

Lord Dunldce^ ever upon the alert, and 
being the lightest of the party, soon scram- 
bled o^ut of the window, regardless of his 
terrified neighbour, whom he had certainly 
prevented from moving, by his exertions 
to' extricate himself, which having done^ 
with the assistance of the servants, the 
door wassofon opened^ and the other three 
gentlemen followed his example, no one 
having Tcceived more than a few slight 
bruti^es; though Algernon vras obliged, to 
be assisted out of the carriage, and the 
moment he fdund farmselFwhat he deemed 
in i^iety, he repeatedly crossed himseHv 
agkin^rahntng on with paterhosters-and'ave 
m'artas, without attending to his'brbther^a 
and 'ttndlels ihqirfrits of whether he wa»_ 

' hurt J 



hurtt laiid biefore h^ chokd torcsblvotheir 
questions^ a sudden qualm, either the con- 
sei(5[iieDcfe-of his having made sd free with 
-the bottlci or of hi» recent alarm, obliged 
him to discbarge the liberal' potations he 
had bcea takirtg>' in tbi ¥oad. Fearful, 
•however, that lie hSd t^ideived some in- 
i^^rd bi-bfee, ^ they reti c^Vid* their inqUh^ies 
with 'incihcased anxiety, till he acknow- 
ledged fha^ he believed he had drank rd- 
flier^foo' much',' and he feated (hat their 
late accident had lieeh .a jiidgmeilt upon 
-hfrtrftrhk^teg brbke* his word with the 
Padre, artd for having sung that wicked 



s<yng^. 



€t 



Then' if e all particijiated in- this said 
judgment,** resumed tb^'^A^anquisi, - who 
hod n*ter before prtesiim^ hi^ waS so'dc^ 
plaraMy weak, ''probably because we are 
heretics; however, cheir *Bp, and let ufi 
know whether yiott feel ^ any strains or 
brui|$e%'fiiiiee iMe-lmTe^^lbrtiiiiitfeiy esc^ptNl 

•'1 cant 



« - '- * 



ess XAKCgTaW FBXORY. 

• ■ rf* • • > 

r— pay he^ ac^ie?^ eUp— " . 

'f Oh* if thi^l is allj I fancy vje r^^fid a^ 

placie ,th^ co^phit^t to thp. ^vertHrB/' La- 

tierrupted Jbe J^arquis. , .././^ . . . . 

. 'VWhy, J g^p fe^rdjy telJ^J ftiHi^so bewiJt- 

4Qre44 bujt I M^Qi^ld ji9t.b3\ie graodfijtj^i^ 

for ^9 much as I shall ever ]}^ ywff]^ ; 4^y 
^vpiild cpnfiiie inf for life, .aii4 .VQWr— «yc, 
jfom. P^ajs |aHgl?5-:tl|ut ^Jiej womW . vav^. .U 

. "Theri Vfe wiJJj ij^c)$,»;OTliw,tlie.<5|rcjwu- 
s^CQ to them/' cKJed hord Pifoluce, who 
had been laughing at the disccrmfited glut^ 
ton, tiftl^\|?we4i|ipft.j^e^,a^ ; 
, .1 U NfiUi»fr} .W vil*. ke#pi jer^r 5ec?et,*' 
^wldJiil:¥5^qW;;/' s€b'Cw^^, and awst i^ 
r^sv^ ;tbe c«rda!g^; Jt may.he^lp to^dbsl- 

jpatbtthc V0p£>i»rsi |]||it an^f^y yfnn <toH»-«^ 

wd lunJ^fi^i tb«t yiMif hf^asebe unh^ 
n^t. v)it}loir«isy:)IM|I«ftt&)r aitr tbft^Srjmyw''; 
Algernon, ^as well aware of thi$i tlMiiM^ 
• . • • fore 



tkr carariage, thda^V^ he coMihi^je^i ert^Ffi 
ncm Ttmd then^ to »ulf€t a pM^r^, t€» Ikiilk- 
self> and ta recommetid. braitolf rumty fei^ 
veoll^ to Sjiint Beoedk^fiiih liatirofti. v^Ukh 
* 4l<i not! ciscspe - Lorid DiiBlUtt'k : ntofuii^ 
Mphose mirtiL KadL oerer been idiom, Q9«H 
pleteljr exdtiid ; ' ^hile the ^wrquia ^udi 
Barl pitied Ha j|u«perstilk)^^ wea^Be^V 
\*hid(i'ted hifA.tQ,bopf»,thaj^^?lWwg 9^^ 
9ifew prayeiii VrouW ^ttwift fbr iMy errwW 
The (amriageJbetn^ hawe^1el'^ rsMi^di i^ 
pboed'in ik6 mi^le af ;|h^ r;0^/ivU^))^ 
the Saii'desired the po&tUlfiHas^:^^ ke^p^ iiH 
defiance of 4tane^> t^ey i^in. tP<^ ;(tviil^ 
sjeais inr Jt ;^ AIgetn4m ; leding^' m)lb^is 
ashamed atharifig retxdered hiimelf s^ob 
an object <rf mirlh fd hid'(ousiu» who?|prr-^ 
meiited him most UQmercirjkii)y> i^ohgb 
\^lh infinite droUeryr tiUfthe^ teacb«d tbe 
gines of the ft-ib»y> ^^hfchthtfy didiiol^d^ 
€mh i>g to their deSay> f tU* paiit etefvftn; 7 y 
' Not to diaturh the family^thiiy aligbted 
at ti|e poatdj ao4 found' Belthoqie .pnly 
. -• r - sitting 
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sitting ^Hp for 'them; and4S the Marquis* 
dccDited taidti^g any refreshitient^ thej im- 
mediately adjourned to their respective 
•partments^ where Algernon acknowledged, 
under tbe seal of secrecy^ to his dter ihitor, 
what had^efoUen fliem; butomitteddiaving 
been > previousiy tipsey ; nor dfd he diuse 
to^ mention how Veil be had entertained 
liie company : istill the tutor feared he had 
been very impiN»dent^ and highly blamed 
bim for his i1}-timed fit of devotion ; *bs 
BelthOrpe did not| like his niore* weak* 
minded ptipi^; fancy that either paters or 
ave% or even cstjling upon all the sainls in 
the calendar, waa t^ry efficacious in time 
of danger. But while he was endeavourmg 
to eradicate iBome- of Algernon's supersti-^ 
tious notions^ Donald was anticipating, 
while undressing his lord^ the satisfaction 
both he and the poor captive would fed, 
if he was, as he fully hoped and expected, 
safe without the walls of the Priory, by 
tbat/time the fallowihg evening. 

'^ If your brother does but answer your 
' * letter 
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lettef in person, I think it >ei7 prtbable 
b^* may be at Manch«t«» by this-*duj*/' 
resumed the Marquis. '* Would tb God 
ht were cinoe safe out'of the 'li{6\j4e ! I 
would have yon sot oflT before' ^dumer; 
tey yOtt are going to PrcBtoi»/to > fetch a 
^xiir of boots, that i pufposeJy ''bespoke 
there' tovday ; instead of which, do yott 
make the best oF ydiir>Way-ta Manchest^i^ 
-—the boots wefe not TiefaSy will be a saf* 
ficient e^Ulie for your returning empty* 
handed, and George cdn fetdh 'tkem ot 
"Saturday. -Should your brother inerel^ 
4iave written, w« tiaust, perforce, put some 
one else in the secret, as I 4ar# not delay 
the escape of the prisoner; Sdi^f^^ht aily 
ofhforeseen eveUt; ^hotild'^ikastrat'o' our 
plans/' 

' Bonald hoped for the best^ he said, soon 
retiring, though, Kke his master, be did 
»ot devote' many hours to isl^ep; , * 

Algernon, who was extremely anxious 
to ke^ the overturn a secret, ^ame into 
his brother's room, the moment he re- 
turned 



»«■ » 



* 

h(^:fbt«d .given ^Um : *!** tpv^f nighf, . Tbr 
Mafqttis .gijiAy assured bim ^ h<^i:mfgM d^ 

jokifd; tl« foeiiTM^. hcj.miei»Jy«j^, lit war 
svrer taiMr. Jbangliloii!*! ^tiesittoo^ thM 
tkey liad/feficttt a v^rj. ple^smtjd^ji; n^ 

tkeir farojtbesthadf/cfirtejnly «»detQo^ fn^ 
^ya^.thjejciibe of 'the grfipQ< ;^h)4 chusing 
tfr j-Wt Qiit* be thQttglirt- ht w^wWk. p?ty his 
|)4roiii«^ mi^tor.tjie Reclipifyi AbisJ teinV 

Jm lirotber oa hoFs^b^c^ -wha^gnt^vhiofi t 
ipU8tQRt,an, FjHdnySj ^o luncii at Hilton : 
quis from bending his steps the sanies w^j^ 

Md.htejb^; ne> otber^jengfi^esw^iiii »s he 
t|^as by no qde^iui desirous ^of ii>Q-easii|g bi^ 
intimacy ^Uh^the E^«i.Qh Jla4ws. ,, . ^ 
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Tm Odciof ^as ^ tyoine^ iaimi deemed ex* 
tremdjr tkiitered l^ our bem>^. vidt, vAuy, 

a seat in the worthy rector's study, y^h6 
assured hiiri, tbatjVhe'pod!* WdatuwtteTiad 
6o kiuAly dftwrtd/ afftd so 'g^nferoii^f re^i 
Heved, Wte truly ^liserviii^ ^of His' chwcli^', 
since Ae hiigbaml, thmrg?^ Vfery industrioifs^, 
found 'it difficult tb mainfeift h«r arid thfe 
childrelirfhe poorWortiari^htfvijt^ haav^fjf 
bad heaWh «ver ^nce tfrt biWh'brih^ 
child *e bad no lately kisti^whidir'fcad pro* 
wnted her from plying htri\)iiiiiing- Wheel 
v?fh herXftiial indtrstfy. The Marrquis in^ 

stantly 



SSS tAMQKfO IT 9MOnv 

stantly presented the rector with a ten* 
pound note^ for the use of this indigent 
family^ requesting he would bestow it 
upon ihero in wbttbpcopoHioBS he pleased, 
or make any necessary purchases for them, 
since industry ought always to be re- 
watded. 

This subject having^ however, been* fuWf 
drsc\i5scd,.4he Doctor very politely in- 
quired after Dr. Campbell, adding — ^' I 
kno^ >he ^ is f still wni^ilknt et« MonArqsft 
Cldttle^.ahd, vri^h J rifioi l^) justice, extremely 
proud of the .continued friendship of his 
late pupil." . 

•* Good Heavens! .my dear Sir,** exr; 
claimed the astonished Mal€oIm> vi^re yoi| 
the Dr. Mi|rray whom I have so fri^qniently 
heard him mention as one of his earliest 
£rt^nds? since it never occurred t to me, 
fDr.do I tbink it did to hioi, that .ypn re- 
sided in 'this vicinity, else he woul^ qpr-: 
tainly have favoured ipe with a letter :d1^ 
introduction to you; as, be. always menT 
lions. you in \Uc most flattering terms, and 

has 



h9B often .told me thi(b'yoa;iifft'#<^stufiejits 
in tll^saqp^ college.'' ' * • ; ^;j 

f^' We -certainly we«c, my .Lord," replied 
^tljie; Doctor; ^' and f^^rr^some years after 
ciyri^epaafalioii, we comtantly correspond- 
^; iMif^ aflea-^a lime>vV^e peased.to write, 
^$: we tnoyed jn very .diflferei^jt • ^irdes^ aad 
were- plaoed af a very g^eat distance from 
jea<ph other«^ rcana^ to Si^glaiodi where I 

mily, h»f/'w$ *iCfei!W4 ^6WS^%r ii|e, I fiaally 

m 

took orders^ and am now, as ycxur Lord* 
ship perceives, quite the country parson; 
and if I ci>Hld biit hope | fao^^ any resem* 
Waipif^cj Xft <^ds«¥fth'^;yicar of Au^rj^ I 
should Jeel completely happy; though, *I 
fear> I require (more thaii forty: pounds 
"^ a-year> to render me, like binr, ' passing 

''^That:! cs^n suppose; thqngh, a^ from 
him/' rejoined the Marquis, 

•* "< Troth famv your lips prevails ikitll'd^ttllle sway, * * 
' Jlnd foolft «h6 come id scoff reoMifi 'to phy.' 



»» .. 



The 



'--''ti^ €^ifm<i^ x^ 'Who pre- 

ceded a servant bearki^ various -refrdii* 
"tnents^ gave k turn ¥o the discearse'; and, 
'^fter a Httle ^enferal chit-chat, CterlMte 
Melb<Mjfit^ seSced theif guest, Wht^Cher tlie 
^PruSfvy vras really ivorth srfeiwgf ^lie-speike 
^iKghh^^iti ptr^isi^ df the Wildiiig, 'de^cMtkig 
v^ry j^Udtciofisily os^on 4he Taiiotta beaink^ 
'it displayed; btit ttgre6d tfiat maiiy «mK 
"tnodeirh l^ouses vfdre infinitely more cem- 
feTtab}e> Highwtfod IMd "ifae S^tMty^ for 
txatlipte. *' ' ;, 

•'*"* Oh, triitcy, tiiy ?Lopdl Why, 1 %ave 
i[)een as96r6d' that this dimiirative* man- 
VKiTi*4otrid'^st«nd^ in'^he^ g»«t btfl at 4he 

•* ;**Tliis-^om fe cfetfiiifly hfifell> «^i«i 

compared tb those I have of late acctt- 

pied, but is certainly more adapted to an 

^tiglShraa^V ideas of comfort," rfep^Jed the 

Marquis.- - 

The DoclDr a^^^eed to ihe }miu>€ of the 
remark, adding*-***^' I hsem iN»e<i assured 

that 



that Montrose <Casde unites comfort to 
soag^ificcQCi^j not ^ften the case.^ 

'* Come and judge for yofurselfj Docto^^ 

and bring tb^e ladies wjth you; our High-* 

land scenery is deserving notice^ and I do 

.ti0C mean to ^tir frpm home next summer/' 

'^ Your Lordship does us infinite ho^ 
nour; therefore do not be very much sur- 
prised^ if we should take advantage of your 
politeness— that is, Mrs. Murray /and my- 
self; as my niece is merely a bird of pas- 
sage here, and my daughter is ei^aged to 
spend some months with her^ ¥ihen she 
returns home.'* 

*' Very true, uncle ; still I should enjoy 
visiting Scotland, since Buonaparte cer- 
tainly confines us \yithin the limits of our 
little isle; but I am even more anxious to 
. explore the inside of the Priory — what lit- 
tle I can see of it seems so delightfully 
gloomy, ' Possibly your Lordship is not 
afraid of ghosts; else I can assure you, 
there are many old women in the village, 
who main taiti the stately fabric b haunted, 

VOL. lu M particularly 
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particularly a certain f'l^om with a large 
Gothic bow window^ or^ in the appropriate 
terni^ an oriel." 

^' Did you ever hear of ap old manor^ 
house^ or baronial residence^ that had not 
some such absurd legend attached to it ?" 
interrupted the Doctor, whose looks had 
more than once conveyed an indirect re- 
proach to the gay thoughtless Charlotte; 
'^ and as the Priory is inaccessible to the 
inhabitants oF Chedworth^ they must be 
deeply versed in its private history. Tfie 
fact is, my Lord, Mr. Langhton is not so 
popular as I could wish/ in the village— *a 
Catholic and a Jesjiit are names the lower 
classes grossly misinterpret; and Father 
Benedetto's being an Italian is all against 
him. Lady William Albany is a most ex- 
cellent woman^ and an example to every 
daughter — her's, I make no doubt> will be 
n6 less deserving : of ber son I know 
very little, ^as I dare not address him, for 
fear of alarming the susceptible mind of 
Mr, Langhton; and as he does not believe 

tlwt 
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that liny one can be saved who are not 
serious Catholics^ he acts up to his prin- 
ciples, in secluding his grandchildren froin 

the world/' 

'* Your arguments are very conclusive. 
Doctor,'' resumed the >Marquis : ** I caa 
only regret Mr. Langhtbn is not more iir 
beral \n hn opinions; since I am con^ 
vinced my sister is a great lo8er> in .being 
debarred from associating with the ladies 
present ; but I do hope, as she is to accom- 
piany our aUnt, Lady Winifred Albany; to 
town next spring, that she will be less 
strictly confined when she returns to the 
Priory.*' . » 

Mrs. and Miss Murray mad^ a very po- 
lite reply; but Charlotte Melbourne de- 
clared Mr. Langhton would not find it .so 
easy a matter to keep her wtthin' bQUjKls^ 
since she should long since have emerged 
from his Gothic habitation, haunted or not» 
even at the hazard of fexcommunication. 
Xhe Doctor endeavoured to soften- dpwn 
her speech; and. our hero gaily observed,! 

M 9 that 
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that a ghost» ^^here tid company was ad« 
mittedt might vary the scene. M^s.1^^u^• 
ray endeavoured to give a turn to ^the 
conversation ; and after spending ^ couple 
of hours at the Rectory, the \Marquis took 
his leave, infinitely mofe prepossessed ill 
favonr of Miss Murray than of her gay 
volatile cousin, who would^ he made nd 
doubts as she boasted, have soon set Mn 
Langhton and his anathemas at defiance* y 
The anxiety he frftfdr the f>o6r captive^ 
however, soon banished the Murray family 
from his. mind: admitting, as he hoped, he 
got safe oflT, what story would the monk 
lell, to account, in any plausible way, for 
his having been so long confined, since he 
must have had some ver}' xrogent reasons 
for having kept him thus secreted ? and he 
could not help flattering hknself, that, 
under Providence, he seemed to be markecl 

• 

as die agent to redress the poor young 
fellow's wrongs, to whom he had already 
written a very. long letter, desiring him 
to confide implicitly ii^ the person under 

whose 
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%*]>o6e cafe he nwant to ^bnd him to hwi- 

tdk>ti> lexplainiqg 'who. the was, and ev^ry 

^ iMera; aiid to thi$ he added a pocketr 

hookj ip 'Whidk he inolosed fifty pounds in 

tiote^^'iapofr* ^e blank leaves of which, he 

liad tMrittea btm a sort of vooafoularyy in 

English and Italian, jast lo enable him to 

make his-waints known t6 iiis compiinion. 

Thes^'he gay^ to IXotiM, when he dressed 

f6i» dinnef) d^iiingj him to hasten to MzA^ 

chesMtf, Mief9'he< hoped he fvould find Im 

i>rol9iei^ ftu* yfhom he gave him a sboit 

left eiv' con taininge his general ordert;; ^ni 

desirifig M wmM wtiie lo OmiaiU'thfe 

iDomenf he airivfti ii\ ^ tiovAu • . Shodld 

Atiek'disappoiiit ifaemy it was aetded Uul 

, tfi^ iralet shoitld' let his* niasterrkttoiiv wh^ 

lie returned; bpt if he gaimhiaa the wseit^ 

kig; our hera iwas to cMtent himdelf wiA ' 

keeping Lady \MiUidtn in' that; whil* M- 

Wld tiberated theipfisbnir; knd tpokedery 

preeautioa to^re^fent its being discevehtt 

idittt f oid he had takem • r 

' Having ihusi^ as he coheeit^c}^ guanted 

M 3 against 
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against every things ihe' AAiitiQis yhsM 
down to dinner^ roenfsdly praying for the 
success of his plaiis; vrhiie Ibe atiJI more 
ahxidus vakt hastened ' to the Nsig'6-bead^ 
hiving told Ashton he Wls gping to. Pres- 
ton^ and motintmg €rlow-w6im> set off £o# 
Manchester, and hod seatceiy reached the 
Jmnj4>efoye th^ coach he had desired his 
J>rother would «Qme down by^ rattled intp 
4he ^ard : he iew out; Wd to^ his infinite 
i^i the first. perbdtt who alighted w» the 
ymh^ he was s9/anxiously eXpectin|^ Hav«> 
Skng irfiaken fttaads very cordially, they re*- 
kirntA imPb the rooas Dimald 4iid quitted> 
iitliere! AlLck was briefly tnfonhed tvhy he 
jbtf belsi «o hastily auifimoded. The Mafr 
iqnisfs letter a]id::liberal.]»roiniaea^: would 
Hkhmm have 'iuAced, independent of hi* 
iegard br his brother, to have rendered 
-hifb Ikeir stauiAch aitxitiar/. 
\ J If they, coidd but get the poor ydttng 
Fellow sdfe witb6Tit:tke >^fe of tiiat 0^9^ 

m 

Priory, he would be answetable for tbeir 
ftuat betn^ traced* He should travel Mihia^ 
} ' nephew. 
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nepliew^ and be deaf and dumb> Which 
vrould answer many good purposes. Once 
ill liondon^.he could accommodate him in ; 
his own house ; and he would watch, over 
hlna with the utmost care^ till the Marquis 
oame to town> who might depend .upon . 
his. and his wife's secrecy, an<Ji updn 
thetirt conforming in every respect to bis 
Irishes. 

Donald did not think t^e old, monk. 

vould d^e .to, 9iake any. gre^t bustle; and 

iC he didi^ it mi^t be so ipucb;the>ett«rt 

for the young man, who ^n^igKt tbps di^ 

cpverwhahe >v^ 9n4>. to, jpi^wer what. 

IWr-pqsifi ; ^e bad; bef?n thu^<. strialy . fot^ 

fiqed : aVal^evep^;^ he (Ali.cj;:)| could hayi^i 

nothing to f^, while aip^ing. under ^f^ 

orders . of |iis Jordgi.wjho woul^ certaii\ly 

protect bjpix. let what would qccur. Of- 

this^ Ali(;k'Was tpp well aware^ to edjlertatq^ 

, any fea^ fpr hisfsafety. v 

. The next th^ng, thereforq, that was to Iwy 

c0nsidered, was bow to gtt Juliano. tO: 

I4^i^:bester, Admitting (which Donald, 

M 4 would 
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would not allow hitnstlf to doubt)- Aty 
get Kim without the wdk, would, he be 
able to walk ten miles> after havfog been 
s(» tong confined ^ Wiifa' such a pnospeet 
before hlm^ Alick thought he might ; they: 
could take th^ir time ; and as Donald <»Ai» 
ceived t&at his spirit would be unMualty 
buoyiEint^ he thought they might at all 
events make the attempt^ since any coih 
veyanee that ^rtiey might procure^ might 
Intimately lead to. a discofsefy 6f> the road 
they had taken. However^ if ihe poof 
youth could not teach Mttn^hestilr, Alick 
resolved to teaVe him in sdm^e secute cor** 
ner^. while he' procured a post^aise ; %ndf 
Ae ferther they were fi^in ' the Prjory, in 
case he did kftoek up^ the better. 

Having Ati^ s^tfled' their plaits, ^eyiisft 
Manchester together, taking it In turns tOi 
ride GIow-woBrra, and soon ^ftersrxoV^lock 
they reached Chedjvotlhi Leaving Ms hm^ 
ther at the entrance of tlid village, Donald 
took the horse to the KagVhead, merely 
tellmg the groom that hd had had his ride 

for 



forliie p^Ds^ as tfaii hoofs weta tiHt t^t^t 

ht l^n It^sttifed ba<;k to his bik>ltoH 

\4tbm. be ltd %cj:oiui *s0me fi^dt, t<) th« 

lane which ran by the side of the chapei 

ktfd^tuket/ani ^tevUbg placed him tinder 

tbe^ high h«d|g« dfppd(site> he 4^pi^ified fa 

lilfti vhere be profiofttd letfitig down hil 

fope-Ia^#r^ t)i4<iitfg; him be cateAif td ^* 

thi^r "Up that and fhe buiklle lie nfcould 

Slug 6ver>^ ^ sicKiii as Jafi^ifi> was isafii 

^1i^&; v^kh He bo^ hi^ ykouU be/ b^ 

tb^^^fgflt p'telock ; if, howevtft", anfy thiiig 

ciMutTdd ^o preveitt his fc^aV<9ig 'iris Htfiil^ 

tikiit't^etiifig, he (A^fek) ftiiJst eiiideavdtif 

id *p#dtiliA'U^liN^d at 'Hfghw<jtod/^aiy be 

allMild ^^ wish biM 4d 1>e^efen at Ched^ 

ii^<^b; sinie he v^ ktiowti ^ fsom^ tff ff# 

ladrd^nlif iJpen (eeo^d thoughts,/ 4ioW-^ 

eiter, Bonal^ pronitsed {to jcrin'faiii b&ti'* 

seH; shoiiid any-thicig iitdue^ litiii id^di^y 

liberadii^ ^e «»plive; arfd^«lfirti tb^^** 

pataled, Mdc ^promising'nort to fllk<Mr# 

tlit£^ ya^a.fyom tke spat> tiH Hflt^ th^ 

. ^ '^' M 5 amply 



aniply supplied ,wiib money, by hvt hi^ 
^bet% add with propef i|i«tnietidns« bow to 
Mt, upon any ancl every eflMfgency ibey 
CQ^ildjforesee. ♦ ^ • : i, : 

- Wiite the acttre DoBild miked ttmnA 
to %ht 'poTHh to hi« great joy, fhe bell 
tioilfd / ior ^'espers| as he wa» croeamg the 
ball; he therefore meii^y. exchanged a 
fern woFdt wffK.;Ash«<)f)/ idathre to wheie 
be: had been ^iin^theivha^ins seen the eld 
xiiafn p.r(>€ef4 td; cbapelj be, ^ened: ^ 
iliM:h]e«ewii,reo(Qi jrih^t* eteiy thiiig fvas 
ffvepailfid^fe^r/ Jeriaiifo'a/Aigbt; Hi.teii.»U 
imtes toefe; tberefinrfi. he^ $oft}y.^el€)i0t 

iiiardsi tl|fc'lM0ibef'iro«m; ifitbihinrbuiMMeof 
i^othfStjTor ihe^pr^Gp^eTi^ hit^ ladder>; bm* 
Ib^itb 9fid variQiia tools whish be: thought 
be. ifiigbt <:Waink; iik . bis potfketa Ho diit* 
cttJftf ibaiing impeded Jus progress, he 
aQon^reach^ the domey whew Juluno was 
ab^^y statiOin^ ready te^afibiii him every 
assistance in bis power. In.a few mimites^ 
be*was able to get out four panes of glan^ 
in eensequtfnce of tbe fitme-^fOTk being 

: 1 very 
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vtrymMh torndeA, the prisoner holding 
hk piHoW to catoli them as th<ty fell; when 
Donald • made Mqi a sign to ; break them 
very gentljr^ and strew them about ^le' 
Tooofir he imtaiitly obeyed himi- ever: 
evincing . infinite promptihide at taldng a ' 
bint; when the valet having: made a suf^ 
oient openipg^ kt down the boxidle'ior 
chitbes^ Jaliano inatantly ^trippedj. and; 
was soon adorned in clean ^ lineni^ Hiding 
pintaloQiis> boots^ &c^ .&€.«. whidt:inad«: 
audi an altemtion in his appiearance> that 
Bonald would hardly Have . known . hiol: 
again;. be had already packed up ^ all hbr> 
itartting. aiaterialis, which he. .put into thb:. 
bmn^vhe hastily made ;of 'his. cloti)^^,^ 
wbtle the >alel|r wiih . the aid: oft his toch^ 
eadb«g4Bd lh6;$>peniiig:.sulBaiq9tly -tot listti 
down- his ladder^ ;wj9^h)he,«bltl alrff^y^ 
made last; and in anothfifrmkNit^i JnUaiiOi 
ascended/ with his b|indj|s M^^nebai^^ and} 
his mattress^ according tQ:ihe« l^asqiw'si 
instructions, upon his back, jMhtcfai hairing^ 
thrown •doWn> he fjung'his af;in^ round. tJMS 

M 6 scarcely** 
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searcdy-tlefls gnttifieA 09*9)4 ^wAtnom^ 
i«e bjr signs to express hit ^futitudtfcbuf, 
aft cteo meimMts went ipMckiiiSj Julbno 
Bsuttily ootied his buntf e» in .which werr 
two ropesv made in c^nfemitjr to his iht- 
lir erw'a inaractitonB^ the* sbmrtest of ndnch 
h« JBslaDtlf iatteaed to thb bent iron 
fncMy leaving the end hanging deim into 
bit aparctqenr; the second^ vAkh was made 
out of both hia-^blankets and dieots^ Do* 
naM «ndevtoo]c to fasten to the Otnaux dt 
JHtu, ifiosattog hk wooden libdder lor 
thot pofpoae, and throwing the matteefld 
acrosk the-i^ireciae spot, since it mighfcear 
s%3 be ^presumed that the captive hod' 
nu4e A\h to dimb uf^ the iamer waBy««r 
tbij migfaf think be had firsS used hit Mpe 
for that parpos^-^that was atthtft to eo»p" 
^eture^ Hdwater, haidng arranged ofc^f 
iktn^ t6 fnrtrtief the imposMom they wisbed 
to practise npo4i the friai^i^ and to oblige 
him to give iome account of his ble pii* 
mntcf, Donald fastened bis rope^halder to 
ibe-exact place he had pointad oot lo hie 

broths. 



bf^Wi vihqm^ uj^on lookiog dawn^ He 
Qwcmvo4.;aoiiioii8l)r waitinj^ the €tent;he 
iiMde ]iK> doijbl ; he tberefioi^ fanst^ncd 
d^w» agnin^ -^nd nvakn^g JuJiuiii piiecede 
him lip the ,iMO^ea l«itd#r, having pre^ 
^9P% g^yffv^ hffathe lett^ aad padketr 
l}#f^ ivf ))^ received f jtoiol bis ,l<tfd, he 
smiled j)im vU> fle^ tlie ^ch^oaux 4t Jna^^ 
2(fid, t9 fobtaia ^ firm fpoti^g upon the 
n>^Q*bri4i|rj ivhen making him signs not 
t0 JDe too jprfei^ipilate^ he let gp his haod^ 
aDxiously looking after hi8i> as he des^- 
cended rather faster th^ prudence. ^^ 
ranted; bm.he knew, 1^ might depend 
Vp^n his h44^lt, and he, had takeA ca^ ta 
ftsien it very securely^ and Alick vim 
standing M the fopt^ u> pvewnt it frmi 
staying ; nevertheless^ hi^ hsatt did not 
fjBel completely Mighit;^ til) h^ sair hm jiwtp. 
npeii the ground^ and ^he iiext ihoii^i^># 
thi^w J^xk both laddev an^ ^h^ivJUlf^ aiiA 
saw the$»« after picking them. pp> basieiit 
Qvesia stile leading into the: Mdfc tbtmg^ 
he had Iw^ght hisii^tl^^ 
> «5 made 



ntide no doubt of tlieir sood Tentitig tsaKk 
jfVom alFporsuit^ admitting any-ivB9s^e on 
fbdf . 'lie next hastened to secdie bis oivH' 
retfeaff ; biit ^lid not omit any neeessary 
caution^ to preTeht' even footsteps being 
traced upon the leads^ in the direction the 
prisoner had niade his escape^ whose sboe^ 
which he presumed, from thenrappj^nt 
age, as his toes were coming through' 
them, had been made in Italy^ he had se- 
ciired. having an idea fhat they might cor* 
roborarte the opinidb of his having des* 
eended into the garden. 

At last^ however; he deiscended into the 
lumber-room, where he took care to leave 
every thing in the exact order aS he had 
first found them, and then returned tri- 
umphant into his master's room, muc&r 
More satisfied, and infinitely happier, than 
many conquerors have felt upon return* 
iMg home victorious, as he had no draw^ 
bbdis upon 'hh felicity^ and having> /aH 
ifi^gs conside)*ed> been very expeditiMS> 
as *it was ii6t more thai^ a quarter' patt 
; -^ - eight. 



€tgl^. -Ilti i^lTtut ddwti into Hie garden^ 
luitrtng pfemwly pttlkd off bis boot*; tokt 
lahei) wilhoat the hovm, lie put on the 
itafian •- shoe^ in -which he made seveval 
steps^ directly under die place where the 
aheets : and Uanfcets w)5r6 suspended ; mid 
then darted . at f nil speed to the opposite 
corner^ . whece He; wished it to* be liupposed 
iHe fugitive iiad contrived^ to scramble over 
the wall. 

^ He then returned into the housej re* 
arinled his boot%' locked Up the dipper^^ 
and returned a mental thanksgiving for 
having been^ -p^mitted to succeed - so well 
in so^ daring ao/attempt^ wishing he could 
let' his lord know hc^ be had managed 
matters; still he dare not firame any pro* 
tence to cal) him out ; ^nd -was fearful thart^ 
should he venting into the par lour^ Lady 
3W411him mighty if only from bis counter- ^ 
nance, suspect these. was more .than met 
the ear^ in whatever:he might sa]«..'. . t 
At lasiy howeter/ henrisl Ute-d-^tAe hfdth 
Ifie^ MiM-iiui%.it<i^j«lbdm'i tb^iltehing^ had 
irJtiiio seemed 



^•dRed vmisuMXfy \g»g^ thwgk' he itacti 
Mt propose netini^s ta. 'mmiMmt soon^f 
«ten eomqio*: md. asafi on|iii>pa«e to 
jpm^kx likii^ Lady WiHiam Jrad keptftifll 
in dsacmirse after ^r fiidber bad retired; 
CediQg assured tlmt^ iie mmst fed. it Teisf 
irtaovi^ to mote, » he [tiotwdid^ bjr clocks 
work. With qtikeas muoh satisfiicltixR'flS 
Dooald idaled itf, did be Ihben to . hoW be 
had managed matters, telling the gratified 
valet ih«t be $eiuBied i» have tbaaght- of 
)H»t every thiog; gaily ojJMterving/ that be 
had displayed as. much prudeliQe aod foie- 
thoiight. j» an enperieiKoeA jgeMMl eo^ 
have dotie^ when retreali^g.iroiiiisf anpe? 
ripr adisy i. prof0|isiti(g te teitafd both htm 
ai^ hk brother^ for having $o aUy se* 
oended his cbanlabk ioiteiitiiQm. . 

DiPoaU declared he :waa nuere than re* 
warded in b^ing > so fully ai»cmeded % 
hupiag the yilang man ^oald be able li> 
reach Mamdiei^iy said rvoitdern» whether 
Ibe Father labuldinakfeeaaydnK^vertealliat 
tiight, TheMaffi^ui«hbil]ie4>Si<^.^jl.itiigltt 
: .; . ^ enable 
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enable him to conceal Juliano's flight 
though he might not see the second rope ; 
but as Francisco never visited him of an 
evening, probably Ms eVasfoh would re- 
main a secret till the br{akfast*hour> or till 
the gardeners discovered the rope hanging 
from the turret. ♦ 

/ Donald agreed this wis Very probable} 
and having assurM his lord^ that his bro* 
ther and him had guarded against every 
probable dr poauble obsttHicfiob to th^r 
plttm, he retiredf^o sleep, in the pfeirtibg 
Bope of having rescued ft feHow-crettura 
ftom la slate of bottdage^ if not frMb d^K 
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CHAP. xn. 



I 



NwtR had Father Beyedelt^ «kpt mwe 
soundly,' little Auspecring that the prisaner 
be guarded «s.care£ully a8be wquld have: 
dgnf *^. apple of liis eye^ was upon .<^he^ 
road to Londoti, before he went to &ia» 
in the morning.. But na sooner were the 
household returned from chapel, than one 
of the gardeners, in going to bis work^ dis^ 
covered the ingeniqus patch-work rope, 
which was strongly fastened to the cramp 
iron-work which surrounded what all the 
servants deemed the mysterious turret. 
Donald had managed to drop it exactly 
between the Padre's windows, for fear he 

should 



should catch s^ht of 4t when lie ,ro9e to"^ 
mass^ though jt was hardly light ehofigh. 
at thdt .hour to. distinguish objects; stilly 
had 3ie pat.:his iiead dut to look at the 
weather^ he did'titotwish he should knock 
his Bose against this tissue . of sfaneds. 

The astonished .gardener hasten^ed back 

into the hofisev tO'icoirimuiiidaite the wdn- 

d erf ul discovery he bad/ made to Mr. ^Ash* 

ton, who, having been to see what had 

8o forcibly struck ; his • feUowHservant> waa 

dubious ' whether he. ought to giv^.Mr. 

Sjanghtodi^y MPhd.waii not jet returned froai 

cbapd/ immediate notice of this strange 

occurrence, or whether he ought to call 

the Fatiier, whom it a^ost conc^enied; as- he 

bad long been convinced, as he had bmted 

to Donald, that there was a wystery be« 

longing' to that turret, with which fid 6nt 

hut the Padre waa reaUy acquainted. I 

V Befbre be had decided bow to act, the 

Marquis, who bad risen rather earlier than 

usual,; ( being, like . bis * Talet, : extremely 

anxious to hear' ^an^ s^e .what* was: going 

forward). 
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forward }, came down » stairs. DcmalA wm 
ckme behind hjm^ akid happened to aieet 
Afihlon^ Justus he vras listufning into, the 
hbuse» wlui told bim vrfaal the gasdener 
had disisDKeredy and ltd: him to the very 
spot, as a. coniiMiatiDii ^ fitrong as. holy 
imt^* of the truth of hjfi recent fttmnices. 
. DomM played his p«t &LteJMefy well, 
agreed 4haf thb ce0lainl;y^ appeared: liko 
prdof positive^ thai tiiefe waft Mme jm^ 
coiifinai m this ohaervatdry ; and to jiid^e 
from the: stjse of the Ibotv heihoald aitp* 
pose it waa. d man; besidcn^ nio i%4Mia 

would hnve dared te h we ihos. tbHed her 

beok* . . . I ^ v,^ ,^ 

' '^ Then what the deuce cofaUrinalQe ^t 
OhLiialiaft heefi 9lmmiiS0ic)oirjaipna0n«rl 
HM >t bef» a yfomw, I shottild. haaelbecn 
nuch leflKT tUf pliwd. HovM^ven i oioat let 
my poor old feel of 9 wastea know that 
the inarfa. atnging-bird k flown-^^I only 
MTonder he haa not -already made the di& 
covtrfi Buityou perQ&lve^ Mr. Donald^ I 
¥m fight, in my coi^cctitretfr-^yes^ yes; I 

am 
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fim 4iot so easily dtrped ^s my master; I 
have iong suspected there wad more tbaft 
telescopes secured' by that chevaut dd 

While Ashton was thus priding himself 
upon his wonderfQl sagacity^ the Marquhi 
vas talking to Lady Williaiq atid^bis sister^ 
Vfho were lamenting that his. departure was 
drawing so near, %vhen they were joined 
by Mr. Xanghton and' the friary neither pf 
whom^ our hero was convinced^ were as 
yet apprized of the'departuw oPJuiiano* 
But scarcely had they began breakfast^ 
when Francisco made his appearance^ whose 
countenance clearly denoted that he was 
nbt the bearer of very agreeable intelli^ 
gence^ since he waisas pale as deaths and 
his hair seemed to stand ahnost enect^whito 
he stammered out-*-*' I want' to speak with 
you> Sir/'-addressing his master. : 

The Padre caught the alarm, though he 
was as yet ignorant df what Had terrified 
his confidant; bat a guihy eonscience ge*^ 
neraUy«Kmt6(irip8 tvin its accuser&s. He 

was. 
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vras, hotrever^ leaving the room; .wbeil 
Aahton entered, who anxious^ we must 
suppose^ to put' an end Jo the monk's sus* 
pense, briefly related the discovery the 
"gardener had made; entering irtto various 
details ; concerning the materials ' which 
composed the cord or rope that was sus* 
pended from the Father's observatory, not 
forgetting to mention the mattress, which 
tvas also visible from below, nor the print 
of a man's foot, whose toes, it should seem, 
to judge by the marks he had left in the 
mould, were coming through his shoes; 
and they had traced him from the border 
under the turret to the opposite comer, 
where they supposed he had made shift to 
scmmble over the garden- walls, h|gh as 
they wertb 

While Mr. Langhton was listening, with 
no very pleasant sensations, to Ashton's 
pro^x detail, who seemed rejdjced at 
having siich an opportunity to torment 
the friar, Francisco whispered' in his ear 
« confirmation of.all bis worvSl fe^rs* 

'' Let 



^' Let OS go and see v^hat Aslitpn has 
be^ti describiDg/' critd the bewildered Mr. 
Langhtot). 

. The Father, scarcely conscious of whi* 
ther he was going, followed bis lead^ as 
did the Marquis, presuming he was in- 
cluded in the invitation; Belthorpe and 
Algernon did the same; and before they 
reached the spot, every servant belonging 
to the house was increasing the throng. 
The rope Ashton had very accurately des- 
cribed, they all agreed; and it certainly 
appeared, Belthorpe observed, that some- 
body had been rash enough to trust their 
neck to w frail a tenure. 

*' Poor fellow ! he was not aware of the 
risk he ran,'' said the Father, giving Mr. 
Langhton a significant look, and returning 
into the house; the rest of the family by 
degrees followed his example, though 
most of the servants remained behind, tp 
wonder and to reaspn respj^cting who thfs 
poor fellow was, who had thus risked his 
neck* 

Mr, 



Mr. Laftghtoh was evMicttfljr fcoth vexed 
mid uneasy; LadyWilIiam seemed to par- 
ticipate in his feelings; and Rossdie wished 
(though she had solely bectt restrained 
from motives of delicacy) ihe had told 
her eldest brother, tvhen he questioned 
her about the turret/ that she had long 
suspected there was some one concealed 
^n the 'Father's observatory. Her Lady- 
ship, however, poured out the tea, arid 
the party began breakfkst; Algernon Jong- 
ing, yet not daring, to questibn his grand- 
father; Belthorpe, no less anxious to have 
this strange mystcty elucidated; and our 
hero> fearing that he should at last^ in 
cbnseqtiehce of being a heretic, be kept 
in the' dark. 

In about a quarter of an hour, the Fa- 
ther again joined them, though he had l^ 
no means tecovered* his wonted presence 
of mind,' since, forgetful (hat thei^ was a 
heretic, and a coinparative stranger pre- 
sent, he exclaimed^ looking at Mr. Langh* 
ton — '' The unfortunate being has actually 
*' made 



«naAe Us escape ; and xo^y, perhaps^ ere 
;this^ hwe oemie tcr $o|iie luittm^lji: ejsid/* 

'' Gild forbid V cried the person he ad- 
.dressed: '^^ut it is »ecessar^« as ii\at|efs 
liave turned out^ Faitfcery th^t the Mar^^jls 
of £ii4ennay, and my daQghler aad grand- 
.ehtldren^ should know how thh poor young 
fellow came to be an io^iaie of Lan^on 
Priory, and wl^t has induced him so rasjhly 
to endanger his neck, in making his escape; 
since> in my opinio^^ he ought to ^e pur- 
Stued without loss of time, and secured 
from running any more such risks." 

'^ I have no longer any wish to keep his 
unfortunate malady a secret^ my dear pa- 
tron/' resumed the disconcerted friar : 
*' would to Heaven I had placed him at 
once in a receptai^le for lunatics ! but I 
.could not divest myself of the idea, that 
maniacs are generally harshly treated, 
when from under the eye of their, rela- 
tions; and this poor youth being a fo- 
reigner, and unable to make himself un- 
derstood in any language but Italian, I 

VOL. II. ^ N wished 
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wished to keep him %^ith me^ and to admi- 
nister^ 'as far as laid in my power, to hh 
comforts and capricte^ sin£e he is a ne* 
•phew of mine — the son of i«.y youngest 
sister, who is thirty years my junior. \ She 
waS| like myself, devoted to the cloister 
by our parents; but a Tuscan nobleman 
having fallen in love with her, ^he became 
a wife, and the mother of the hapless boy, 
who has so recently escaped from hence ; 
who, in consequence of a fever settling 
upon his , brain at a very early age, was * 
pronounced decidedly insane before he 
was sixteen — tfiough, you may believe, no 
pains were spared by his anxious parents 
to remove so dreadful an. infliction. When 
Italy was overrun by the French • republi- 
can armies, my sister and her husband 
sought a refuge in Germany, at a relation 
of the latter's, but to whose house they 
could not think of taking their son: -as 
they then had it,. however, in contempla- 
tion^ to come to England, they wrote to 
me, requesting that I would take charge 
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of Ae unfortunate youth/ tiH thev couW 
SO arrange matters a^ to follow him.' I 
bonld not deny an only surviving' relative 
so trifling a favour; though I thought it 
necessary to mention their request to liiy 
honoured patfon, before I wrote them an 
answer, as I wished to have their son un- 
der my own eyes, as 1 then hoped and 
expected they would soon claim him at 
my hands; and, as I said before, I did not 
conceive I should be doin<j either them or 
him a service, if I suffered him to go to a 
•private dlad-house. Mr. Langhton, whose 
benevolence is unbounded, and who, \ik^ 
the good Samaritan, is always ready to 
pour oil into the wounds of the afflicted, 
entered into my feelings upon the occa- 
sion ; ^nd as I did not wish, at least till 
my sister's arrival, to have my nephew's 
unfortunate malady made public, he kindly 
consented to my having him secured in an 
apartment over mine, which had been pur- 
posely prepared for him; and to avoid 
exciting the idle curiosity of the servants, 

N 2 he 
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he flowed me to bring him is privsit^ly, 
$nd put. him in pDssessioa of the room he 
has m.recentlj vacated. A ISiithful old 
servant of my sister's delivered him into 
my hands; and 'I hoped I had giiaided 
against his coming to any harm^ having, as 
I conceived, taken every precaution io 
prevent his thus rashly endangering his 
life-^not supposing that he would remain 
more than six months under my care. But 
the Almighty had otherwise ordained ! as 
my sister died soon after her arrival in 
Germany, and her husband was> I fear, 
assassinated by some French emissary, who 
hop^ to be x:ewarded wi.th his estates. ' 
The servant who brou^ght my nephew 
over, wrote me the melancholy intelli"- 
gence; and, of course^ i was more than 
^yer bound to watch over the poor or* 
phanj whom I began^ to hope might \n 
time be allowed more liberty, as be cer- 
tainly has, of late, had lucid intervals, in 
one of which he must have planned and 
effected his escape; though- maniacs are 

generally 
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generally very capDing> aiMi have fn^ 
quentty contrwei to outwif their kee|)erfi 
—-'it is 6iily swrpfi^ng tha* the' fmil cwd 
to tvhich he trusted, did HOt deceive hfe 
expectations.** 

.. '* Providente watched owr him^ poor 
«dtil y^ ejaculated Mr. Langhtoo, who had 
l>€?fore been loM the sfory the monk had 
been relating for thc^-bencffit of the com*- 
patiy: ^^ fcut, pirary, how did he contrive to 
get OK^t upon the roof? I tho«^ht We ha3 
4^ndeaflJbured"tt) ^erfder that impractlcatAei** 
*' I ate- pfeitiwljr at a loss to knofw Bd«r 
1>e contrived ^¥d^rtake 'a SHiBcieht opefiflii^ 
in *ih6 iro^ IfSntfe^wo A, to get his body 
fhrough, Hd reached the slfy-li^ht by the 
means of a chaiir placied npott his table^ 1 
presiitne; and probably, in cbnsequencc 
^ his disorder, ( whiriW made him is^t every 
tiik and difficulty at defiance >, he had suf- 
fl^ieirt strength to bend the i^bn;' whfcH I 
thought secured him. Therfe i$4iVop«,'*t 
•irtilar to the' one ^astenerd to th4 (MAiux 
4efNM^ ii0\f ihispebded from ills h'm^^M- 
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fratne^ by which, I suppose^ he^ raided him- 
self to the height he required; he must 
then .have climbed or scrambled up the 
inner w^ll; and h:e had sense enough te 
throw his mattress ov^r the spikes, upoo 
which, I suppose^ he sat^ while fastening 
-the rope by which he descended into the 
' 'garden — altogether, it :s miraculous he di4 
not break his necK.^ 

>' f' It is, indeed, "resumed Mr. tanghton: 
/'but isit coiain that he ha& been able to 
sc^le the garden-walls? I pwn J think it 
yery probable he may. yet- be concealed 
^Qtnewhere about itbe. premij^es: let the 
gardeners search for hlip^ and let us ^end 
^ome of th^ servant^ to-make inquiries in 
;the neighbourhood; since, as he is penny^ 
.less, and unable tp n^e himself underr 
stQpd in Engltshx. I'd^r^ say h^ will sooa 
.bp, secured, as it will sQpn b^ peiK:eived by 
]tt>o^ who ng^y meet or overteke hin9> that 
4feP is dfira^ged/' . ^i .] : 

XV. vTb^. Father, who did not stem at aU 
4:heer«d by these prQ^^^^gsti^j Jeft\tlje 

1 room 
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room to search the garden, attended by. 
Algernon and Belthorpe, who were ex-^ 
tremely anxiqus to ^e this. said maiuac;^ 
neither of them putting implicit faith in 
the veracity of the desponding monk, par- 
ticularly the latter/ who strongly <Ssuspected 
that the late prisoner was much nearer 
related to him than he had chosen to ac-* 
knowledge^ though he thought it possible 
that he might be mad^ and thought the 
friar could not have hit upon a more eco* 
jiomical plan than the one he had adopted 
for his maintenance. 

The Marquis had not chosen^ unasked, 
to <gtve liis opinion upon the recent oc- 
currence; and as he did not participate in 
the monk's fears, nor in the hopes his 
companions entertained of finding the 
fugitive in the garden, he readily acceded 
to Lady William's intreaty that he would 
finish his breakfast, instead of accompany- 
ing the Father in search of his nephew. 

Mr. Langhton remained buried in 
thought during the monk!s absencej who 

l( 4 returned. 



teiumtd, after* Jbrhig' searched in eveiy 
earner of the gMrdeiij be said, wifhouf 
diseoveririg any traces of his poor ne-^ 
phew_; adding-**-'^ Anirioiis as | am to as- 
certain thither he is gmcj and to have 
him properly scdured/I tbink there is no? 
need to create any bustle in^the nerghbdur-^ 
hood," looking at the Mgrqiiis, as if he 
tvished to heA* his opinion lapon the 
subject* ii 

*" It would certainly be itiore destrable> 
coald lie be aecured privately,',' repiied 
our herp; " as it would save Mr. Laogb4 

some' expence; -sinoe the eaiislisg laws of 
Grestt Britain,' as ^ou doubtless already 
know, do. not admit of a |>er&oii being 
confiAedi isii this ^ntleman hts>JM&eD» es-^ 
cepi Bucb'^ ^tep jiad been aanctiofied by 
i physician Qfemmtmce,, andhd-^hadibeea 
publickiy decjarfed a. lunatioi add i treated 
as ^ucb. NdMr his having, wittdSt^irously 
mianapcd to re leasee himself,;; may, iti liaw, 
periiaps^ b&de^ed a proq^^odEl'daiir^.t 3 

# . know 



to secure their necks; since many, to my 
c^?^^¥h6W!^gy}^£V^ i1ilni.?a''4$tft y an 

lea^ecfVroiii'^fte-mr'of'lfe'md-fctfiiste 
wherV kfie Wis^*(affi^e(!^r^fe''«le'^1:d?ff/t 
ieldW, aridi«&s;fii^6ftse'^%tj<^/ayshea to 
pieces;' "btilf jm^^M^fk^ ^^pifiiiik&Hm 
coiUiuf^\l m kmi'^tyi >eveh ^iir 'lii^kiit^ 
liis 'escap^. ^'am^i^,h'^ MUj^'liaVeltalcea 
m i^hHhiiiiyW «Jhe <i>f -fiii' iiicJJ ihteil. 
vafe; tc^ jiH»it"fifi? ^stW; '^iid"<lioUld 1^ 
iriakdy* iidvf t^etift^^d ' tip6n' h?ni, hi5 ' rfftiy, 
as oth^'tJ? fyvd'dbnfe fci^ofif' MA^ run feftlie 
»o^^; OT* tixyiTfe^'of fcdld^afid hunger tii 
Sowe^ Ibrfe^^ot;, 1f ■ fte -<f6es iiot/ "which fia» 
not tohfreciuenfly fca^p^eB; 'AraV'hhnseM' 
into! this flrs^pon'd or rh'^^he raeebwith'; 
it wouM, theriefoit;;' %e ve'ry desirabte thkt 
he ^otild fee sectiretf." ' ' • 

Aj he expeetoi/the'Miki'qtifefUIIf stt(^ 
' '■ N 5 ceeded 
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•^ .under j,t|^ «?;?.. M ^W^ *>l ^ ^^^7 
skilfuLm^iJ in,«ucJi.di«iPKl<!rs* jyUh, which 

;tp bav^.givpn.him^a cj^ivfie .9?, li^overin^ 
i^i^ r^a^on^ as cloae cpofkieooienl mu^t have 
^een a8.irkafmii(.^tOyl)i3. spipits^^^ iDJurioics 
.to.his g(eperaljl^<;alth^\ Uidep<}> ^^4.1 ^^^ 
Jin Mr^ Lan^h^Qja!s fl^e^. I should lonj; 
since have insisted, upon your nep^ev^s 
beln^ either removed ficpm heoc^i ^r. at- 
tended 
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tended by some of the first medioil fliea 
in this country ; since the sort of mystery 
that has been made of his residence hore^ 
has neither been prudent nor judicious/' 

Mr, Langhton appeared convinced of 
the truth of this assertion, as he sighed 
deeply, while the friar heM down his head 
in evident confusion. Lady William en* 
joyed t^e spirited rebuke the Marquis gave 
the monk; so did Belthorpe^ and Algernon 
unconsciously rubbed his hands in high 
glee, Mr. Langhton, feeling himself called^ 
upon to say something in his own vindi^ 
cation, at last faltered outr-^' I have cer- 
tainly been very much to blame. Marquis; 
I ought— " 

" The blame all rests with me," cried 
the friar; " you were wholly guided by ray 
advice/* 

" I am as ready to exculpate Mr. Langh- 
ton ffom having intentionally acted wrong 
as you can be. Father,*' resumed the Mar- 
quis; ''still, as he must be more au fait 
of the laws of Great Britain than you seem 

n 6 to 



to he, he ought Tiot, in a ease like Ms, Uy 
liaie listened to yourtkdvice; since^ should 
«ny unpleasant circumstances occur, iil 
consequence of your prisoner having cs- 
caped, the* ^jlattie will ecjftially fall upon 
liim/' ^ 

<^ Your Lordihip does not do justice to 
sny feelings/' cf led tb^ more and inore per« 
prexed Italian. ^ I ne^r meant to render 
ny nq^he# a i^isoner; thoiigh, I dare say; 
Aoald' he be secured, he ^11 accuse me of 
having done so, when. Heaven knows, I was 
only actuated by roy sincere regard for him 
^—though I now perceive I have been t6 
blame. But may I req^uest a few minutes 
private conversation with- you, Mr. Langh* 
ton ?, for my mind is in too confused a 
ttate^ to allow me to come to ahy deter* 
mination how to proceed in this unplea*" 
sant business/' 

The old gentleman, though evidently 

iQlore displeased with the Father thim h^ 

even dared to avow, left the room with 

him> to listen to. lus jiistification> our hero 

6 supposed^ 



mpp&ieA, wlio'was.WcIf con^ti^d 4hat all 
ifit honk had said respectii^g liiliano wift 
iteolute' fittlon, aincc he was cfettain h* 
%cas not itisane; not did he, Kke Belthorpe, 
Ihink he was at hi I Wated to the F^th^r. • 
• Tfhe moment the door was shut upon Wi^ 
old man, Algernon, with a sagacious snrug, 
^xdaimcd-^^' Well, *tis a true saying that 
inunier wHl out, sooner 6r later: you and 
J, Belthorpe, have long'susjfected thit theri 
was some one concealed in the obscrva"!" 
tory/* ' ' ' <iif» • . 

- * '^ Various circumstances certainly led ti , 
' our forming such a conjecture. Sir : I am / 
sorry we were tiot mistaken, silice, as mat- 
ters have turned out, I grieve the iPathei* 
ever undertook the care of -his liepheW, bt 
rather, that he chose to confine him withii^ 
these precincts; since, wer^ there to B6 
any bustle, in consequence of^rs having 
made his escape, it wouM be 'extremely* 
disagreeable tb a man of Mr*, tatightoftii 
rttirfed habits of lifei and very unpleasant 
to yoUr Ladyship.^ . ^ 

• • • '''As 
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^ ''As I ewii0t'dou1|t the f^ather^s v^er^r 
city/' replied her Ladyship, *' I bopc^ 
ilboi/ld the poor young fellow be over- 
taken, all 'may yet be well : therefore, 
surely 90 time ought to be lost in endea- 
vouring to tra^ethe route he m^y. have 
followed^". 

'' The Father seems more anxious to 
exculpate himself than to seek the poor 
fugitive," said our hero, *' who may, per^ 
haps, return, or be brought home when 
ieast expected* It is well, however, he 
has to do with Mr. Langhton, instead of 
me, .as I should, for my owh security, re- 
quire him to accompany me to the nearest 
magistrate's, before whom I should insist 
upon his relating the story he has so re- 
cently told respecting his nephew; and I 
should . then oblige him to swe^ to the 
&cts he had stated/' 

" Oh Lord I Oh Lord ! I can bat think 

» 

what a quandary poor old Domini >vouId 
be in, if you had your way, brother," cried 
the highly-divei^tcd Algernon: ^' ecod) 

you 
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you. would Qot. leave Jiim a loop-hole t^ 
cr«p out of$" 

_,Xady WiUmm with difficulty composi^d 
her countenance ; while Belthorpe thought 
J^ijjr. Langhtoii , ought to be told that it 
might be necessary the Father should make 
the require^ declaration; feeling wdl asr 
s^^ed th^t . th/^ . n^onk would refuse, to as^ 
^frt upon o^th. the petty romance heha4' 
'lamused them .v(ith. 

. . In ^ very . (short time, the old pien re» 
turned. Mr. Laiigbton having senae cnou^li 
to know that the Marquis bad merely 
i^tated facts, when he had said he and /the 
friar had acted contrary to law; and he did 
not wij^h hi^ to suppose that he was to hi 
persuaded, to persevere in acting wrong, 
out of regard to his confessor's feelings, 
who had certainty fallen very much in l^k 
opinion within 'the last hour; he had, in 
consequence, insisted upon immediate iilf- 
^ quiries being set on foot iii the village 
and . neighbourhood, which he, now told 
the Marqui^y.adding— -^^ I thiuk this may 

be 
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he dotie without absd!iitdy declaring ftom 
whence the poor maniac madb His^lescape, 
sitice lie, of fcbiirse, eartnot r cVeal that cir- 
Vumttande/*' * ' * • ' •. ^ 

• * Our hero agreed -to the jtetice of the 
reniaric, and saw no reason folr isetting the 
vHIage gossfps Si-pfating. Vfie friar thought 
it' would be vi&ry Sbsutd;' since the lower 
classes of English* were exirfemcly prone ta 
scandal; nor did he see 'the necessity o^ 
Mating that the tugitivewds insane, except 
he hiA bfeen ^iillty ^bl^ ^Jr outnagcoiis 
action. -• - ' ' 

Mr. Langhtoh appeared to acquiesce iii 
this opinion, Hesiriiig the Father fo de^ 
cribe tht dress and figure ofhis'nepliew^ 
as they could not else niak^ any inquiry 
(at least with arty hope of- success) res^ 
pecting him. As to his being a foreigner, 
that need not be mentioned, in thle flm 
instance: appealing to the Marquis for hik 
pinion respecfting the mode th^y pro^ 
posed to pursue. He s^in said, the less 
hastiethey made the hetter/ situated dk, 

they 



they were witR respect fo ike fugitive j 
oflffering, a« ht meznt io iAt a rMt, io 
make inqiufies respecting him upon the 
Manchester ros^d; ^dvishig Belthoi^e ancT 
hi€r brother to take Ihe other great roads; 
the servants might beat about the iteigh^ 
bourhood ; and by thia^ metUis, they i^olild 
certaihlt, some of theiii^ cither c6n\e up 
with or bear of soch a V^andereri 

" Oh, I am conviilcedi he will be forth- 
coming, sooner or later/* said the friar^ itf 
evident pertiiri)ation; '^ silice he dirinQi 
miike himself tinderstood, except by stgtis; 
What is if, therefore^ likely will be donif 
ivitb4iim, my tmd Marquis^ shoxtld he; aa 
it appears venjri probable, apply to a:Qry >one 
for itelief?'* 

^'Except he liappens^ t<^' stombletfpoti 
some very charitable weil«diiq}Osed perioiij 
Father, be will pM)bably be taken to «b4 
chiiA'chwardens or ovei^eers o( th€^ pa#hh 
Iftvrfiifcli he maybe found; they Will, df 
cwfe^i carry hitn4>efore a rtiagistrkte, Wh4 
will oblige him, by means of an interpret 
• '' ter. 
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ter, to give some Account' of himself. 
Should he be seized during one of his 
lucid intervals^ you must know^ Father, 
what he is likely to assert in his own de- 
fence ; probably he will inform the justice 
from whence he came/' ' 

'MIe does not hnow where he was con- 
fined^ Maf(^i$ — I took care of that/' 

'* You may have acted very prudently, 
my good Sir; still I think it extremely 
probable that he will either be able to 
lead the way back to his prison^ or that, 
adipitting:him. to be rather reasonable, he 
will give such a' description of this house, 
as will perfectly satisfy the; justice: should 
he, on the cpntrary, rave» and rant, and talk 
incoherently, he will be taken care of till 
he is owhe4. It is, thenefbre,' to be wished 
that some of us may be able to secure him, 
since :you would find younelf in a .very 
di^agireeable {H^dicament, Faiher, if pub* 
lickly called upon to account for your 
halving secretly c^fined so near a rela* 

tiaiK" 

"Would 
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* f Would to God be had remained ia 
Italy. !•' fervently ejaculated the monk^ who 
either reluctantly proceeded to describe his 
figure 0nd dress^ but by no means suffici- 
ently accdrately to have answered the de- 
{sired purpose. This the Marquit^ was alone 
aWare of; he was therefore convinced^ that 
the old hypocrite trusted to Juliano's sup*- 
posed ignorance, and to hk not beings as 
he represented him/deranged, for his se- 
curity ; since he flattered himselC that he 
vrould undergo any privations, and endure 
every species of want/ rather than give 
such, ah account of himself as might lea4 
to bis being brought back to the Priory. . 
. It was, however, settled, that our hero, 
'Algernon, and .Bel thorpe, should, as had 
been proposed, take three different roads; 
the Marquis that leading to Manchester, 
while Ashton, who- was to caution all the 
other servants not to mention the morn- 
ing occurrences without the walls, was to 
ptoceed into the village, wbere^ without 
asakingany d4rect inquiries, he would cet^ 
U ' tainly 



famly learn whether such a person tiad 
been scfen; the Father said he would go to 
Hilton^ whither it was possible he might 
have strolled ; and our hero said Donalcl, 
upon Whose secrecy he knew they might 
sa[fe]y rely, should ride to Preston— -he 
should wiHtf his boots^ and it was as llk^y 
the jK>or fellow bad takien that rodd ad any 
other. 

Between ten and eleveii^ therefore^ they 
All left home, Algernon and BelAorpe in 
the erJdeht hope of overtaking the sup^ 
|>6sed maniac: not so the Marquis,and Dc^ 
fiald, who neither of thdm troubled any 
one with inquiries respecting a pecspft 
they hoped was many miles on die London 
Toad; and we presume our readeTs will 
guess, that no one ets4 obtained any tiiS* 
ings of the fugitive. 

When the family met at dinner^ Mr. 
Langhton, who: began seriously to dread 
that. some misfortune had befallen the late 
icaptivc^ dilBolaTed that he^ feared he had (aes 
the Marquis, had suggested in the monb- 

IDg) 



Ing) drowned himself^ m which case he 
mi^^ht not be found for nine days ormcre. 
Xhe tnanik*s c^^uiiteaance brightened fpr 
a moment; biit as heweH knew Chat the 
fugitive was not insane^ he dared not bopd 
he had made away with himself; yet he. 
affected to think it very probable some- 
thing had befallen him ; repeatedly declar- 
ing he should never forgive himself, were 
it to be proved that .he. had come to an 
imtimcly end; when in fact he would have 
readily given the half of his savings to any 
one who could have assured him that his 
late prisoner was no more* He might be 
Marvedj to be sure; but the English were 
naturally charitable, and if he could but 
make himsdf understood, he might obtain 
^ome relief. 

While he was making these reflections^ 
the. Marquis, who felt by no means satis^ 
fied> asked him his nephew's name ? 
^' Juliaoe Co^rsini, my Lord/V 
•' His fatfeer was a Tuscan noble, I think 

you 
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you said: was he attached to the couHof 
the Grand Duke ?^V 

^' By no.mefins; he chiefly resided at a 
castle he had in the neighbourhood of 
Sienna." 

. '* The Eail of Algernon made some stay 
jat Siennaj when ' he was making the grand 
tour, he told me; very probably he was 
acquainted with the Corsini family." 

" 'Tis possible, my Lord — though they 
lived very retired. But may I request you 
%vould not mention the recent occurrences 
at Highwood? we are Catholics, and, as 
such, likely to be infinitely more blamed, 
for what no human foresight could have 
prevented." 

Mr. Langhton seconded the friar*s re- 
quest. The Marquis assured them both« 
that he should be extremely sorry to ex- 
pose them to censure; though he did not 
conceive their being Catholics would either 
extenuate or aggravate their error in judg- 
ment, in the eyes of sensible people. Lady 

William' 
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William wished it had sooner been known 
that there had been such an inmate at the 
Priory, and that the poor young man had 
had proper advice. Belthorpe, in more 
gentle terms, spoke to the same effect, 
Algernon also seized the opportunity to 
give the crest-fallen monk a slice, who 
. with difficulty kept his temper, particu- 
larly with Belthorpe and his pupil. The 
Marquis he dared not contradict; besides 
he felt that he had reason on his side ; he 
had, besides, a very high opinion of hispritir 
ciples — therefore from him he could bear 
a rebukie; but he could not so easily digest 
Belthorpe's malicious insinuations, and still 
less, Algernon's rude hints and implied 
doubts, (which he had very gfossly ex- 
pressed), respecting the sex of his nephew. 
The U5ual summons to vespers alone pre- 
vented him from resenting their interfer- 
ence; and he resolved, Italian-like, to be 
revenged, when they least expected to fall 
under his displeasure 

CHAP. 
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fTttfi Marquis and Lady William being left 
fete-d'4ite, she, of course, dwelled upon the 
strange occurrences of the morning, de^ 
daring her astonishment at the fugitive'd 
neither having been seen nor heard of in 
the environs; seriously asking our hero^ 
-^whether Mr. Langbton would have any 
thingto dread, admitting a magistrate were 
to take cognizance of the business ? 

Malcolm assured her, thai as the friar 
alone was Xo blame, Mr. Langhton could 
only be censured, for having,. perhaps^ been 
too credulous. As for the Fatber>be would 
certainly be required to give a rather clearer 

account 



account of his ndphew, supposing (as he 
doubtless would be) he was forthcomings 
than he had done hitherto; since he did- 
not. scruple to acknowledge^ that he^ for 
one, put no faith in the vague improbable 
tale he had told. 

'^ Nor Ij upon my honour. Marquis ! I 
liave long suspected there was a strange 
mysterj, attached to the turret he inhabits, 
and I was fearful, as has proved the fact> 
thai my father* was priVy to it; though I 
am convinced he implicitly believes what- 
ever his confessor chuses to assert — such 
are the fruits of a life of seclusion ! Mn 
langhton has lived out of the world, till he 
hai; become unconscious that, he was vio- 
Jating, the laws of his country, when, in his 
opinion,* he was displaying, his humanity. 
However, I hope your spirited remon- 
strances. Marquis, have rather- opened his 
eyes, and that, he* will never again suffer 
himsc^lf to- be duped into acting wrong, 
even by the Padre, whose absolute want 
of 'a Section for tfie poor wanderer, has 

VOL, 11. o heightened 
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heigh^ned the dislike 1 have long fell; 
but never before afvowed that i bore hioi 
^ ■ ■■ . But i had no patience to hear htm 
descanting upon his fin^ feelings towards 
his late captive, when it was easjr to per^ 
ceive that he would have been extresmely^ 
pejoiced, had he broken his neck in endea- 
vouring U> escape fVom his tyraiuiy. Wha 
can this poor youth be, if not, as he de- 
clares, his nephew i" , 

^' That time aloiCe cai^ determine,"' re- 
plied Qur hero : '• not the father's nephew, 
I would venture to affirm; noirdo I think 
be was insane/' 

*' The Father would be much more at 
bis ease if he were. However, I hope,«my 
dear Marquis^ that should Mr. Langhton 
be involved in -a^y difficiUties, in conse- 
q^uence of his mfaluation, with respect t<^ 
lius confessor, that yo(i will stand. his friend; 
for I am fearful he will be generally' con- 
deniQed, should his credulity be ev)er ou^e 
public." 

^' I wiU ever sitand Itewacd v^ his de^ 

f^nce. 
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fence, "since J am conTtncefd he iMrely 
erred' through ignorance ,\ biit, for the prc^ 
sent, I think we hadf better let the matter 
rest. The monk must be mfserable while - 
he remains in suspense; antt if his'fcapttve 
Iwis any former friends, he may* ©ever know . 
vhither he is gone ; or he may^ whenr he 
least expects it^ be called upon lo declare 
who he reaWy is; awl in an Engjfish court 
of jusftke, he HHist beware of perjuring 
himself.^ . 

Lady WiBiam was prevented! from re- 
plying, by the return of <he party firoai 
chapeK The Father d}4 not come in t<]^ 
supper; and, at an early hour, as Mn 
Langhton was not in spirits, thfey retired 
for the night, when Donald amused his 
lord with repeating what had passed among 
the servants, respecting the fugitive, who 
certainly gave their tongues full liberty 
within the walls, as they were debarred 
from relating the wonderful event to their 
friends; and certainly, one and all, they 
entertained a most shocking opinion of 

2 the 
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tbe old Italiani 49d of his confidential 
Fr^nfisc^^nor.bad they spared Mr. Langh- 
toD| Vfho, they made no doubt^ would con- 
lUTe at ^ny evil doings of; the tnonks^ to 
obtain absolutipn far his own misdeeds. , 
.^The, Marq^uis desired Donald not to drop 
a-J^n^ xiespectiQg the fugitive to any soul, • 
except }h\sf^ Wother^ as he was resolved to 
xi|a);e^I>e;old Italian, declare^ not only who 
Juliano waSjbut why h^ had kept him so* 
long confined ; briefly recapitulating the 
stqny h^^ad told, respecting him^ which 
Donajd^ pironounced to be a fi(:tion from 
beginning to end. He then retired, re- 
joicing at having so completely outwitted 
the old hypocrite. 

The next morning, being , Sunday, the 
family did not go to mass at seven; and 
as our hero always dressed for the day . 
when he rose, as be always made a point 
of going to church. wherever he was, he 
was completing his toilette, when Alger- 
npn rapped at his^oor,.crying— ''Tisonly 
me^ brother." ,, 

" Pray 



V 



' '* Priy walk id/' said the.MarqQtsi i' •'- 

He did not require any further invita- 
tion.— '* Well, how are you this moriiitig? 
I dane say you slept ^ d-v»-l-h deal' better 
than Domini-r— talking of hini^ Iiahi sural 
^all make you;laugb--4but oii^ has no op- 
portunity of speaking a word below." !.♦ 

Do'nald^sv/ho neTer forgot bimself/upon 

the streil^th 4Hf being honoured with his 

. lord's confidence, instantly retired; when 

Algernon having given way to a violent 

burst of laughter, exclaimed-— '^ Oh, what 

would I have given you had been at my 

elbow last night. Marquis ! Oh, Belthprpe 

;and I had such fun ! I am sure I laughed 

•till my sides iwere as sore as the Father's 

back IS this morning, I should supfM>se; 

* for,: would you believe it ! he gave himself 

the discipline in good earnest — we saw 

' hixn^ through x>ur peep-^bble, lashing away 

at suichf aerate, I thought I should, ha'^e. ex*- 

pired with laughing — calling out, between 

whiles, upon' every saint in tija calendar, 

o 3 and 
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and pronmmg.^to |miy to tbem all ill tiirn^ 
if tbey would bat stand hm £ribnd M the 
present emergeiicy." • * 

** You vete equally: devout not long 
nvtce, i recollect," $aid'the Marquis. 

^' Aje, I know I acted like a £90! — hfSt- 
thorpe told me vo, and my coustti quizred 
me ciiarmiDgl}^ — but> iiang mej. if I would 
have flogged mysdf t6 pleas«%any on^. 
However^ I do ihink this, budoess will 
' pnore tiie death of odd Doihine; for grand- 
: father i« very angry*— you touched hira up 
nicely^ asBeidaorpe says^^you put the old 
gen^eston upon ht^^ mettle. The Padte 
lias ruled t/ie ^roast loiag enoi^^-^every 
0!ne in t^r turn; I «nly iwisii be was iseat 
after bis ^mad hephew-^boiigh I daiie siy 
'we do not kndw tbe rights x>f that stotj 
yet.*' • \ 'r;' . 

; ^ You must be the best judges; but if 
livedo nbt gd dQt^ii# we shall keep inaeak- 
fast wait£ngw" r 

'rXrwe: how sorry JE.aai yau^are going 
V > , « , .. ,. to- 
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fo-^morrow ! How^ver^ v^e shall meet again 
in London; and then I- will see a little of 
life^ or I will know the reason why." 

The Marquis made no doubt of bis actf- 
fii^ very absurdly, but did not feel inclined 
to teli hini so; he therefore walked down 
Istdirs, and Algernon was obliged to follow 
fiirn.- The rest of the family were in the 
oriel parlour. - The Father looked extremely 
melancholy, and seemed very unwell. <Mr. 
Langhton, who was seriously angry with 
iiim, 4nd not very well pleased witi^" ham- 
6elf/ww peevishj and disinclined to talk^ 
ifcbugh very polite to his guest, who siiir 
t$ieireiy tejoieed that he was upon the ev^ 
of hia departun^ as he was convinced that 
Ite shbuld not make any farther discoveriea 
t^e^^pecttng hhprotegie; since he was now. 
convinced that he ttiUst have i^ourse to 
Ihe hw> to- oblige the old dinner to reveal 
V^ho he really was> and why he had kept 
iiifti so close confined; and it would re*- 
quire both time and r.eflection to detei*- 
mine upon the pk-opet mode of attacking 

o It the 
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the old hypocrite^ as he was resoltned Id 
spare Mr. Langhton. Juliano^ who must 
prefer his complaint to the Chancellor^ he 
supposed, might presume the owner of 
the Priory was ignorant of his being de- 
tained there. This would be a nice point 
to manage; yet he flattered himself that 
the monk might be exposed, without any. 
blame attaching to his patron^ since he 
would not be the only man who had beca 
the dupe of a sanctified hypocrite. 

Little passed during breakfast, biit when 
the servants were withdrawn, Mr. Langhton 
told our hero, that, upon mature deliberar 
tion> he had resolved not to take any faiy 
ther steps to discover the retreat of the 
unfortunate fugitive, since he greatly feared 
it would prove of no avail, and it might 
render public what he acknowledged he 
earnestly wished to conceal. In that case, 
the Marquis replied, he would do right 
.not to make any farther stir in the bu* 
ftiness. 

Lady William ^ghed, but did not speak, 

and 



XA^GHTOK PRIOItT. JBT 

aoid the Padre groaned internaliy. Tte 
bell for chapel .seemed to rouse them all; 
and our hero^. wishing them a good morn^^ 
ing^ sallied fortfar^ meaning to go to the 
parish church, as he had done the. Sunday 
before. 

Dr. Murray, who had rather expected 
to see him there, was upon the look-out 
for himj and having joined him at his owa 
gate^ walked with him to the church, itJRie 
ladies bringing up thj^ rear;' and ]»pt.wttK* 
standing Charlotte Melbourne had pr,Pr 
nounced our hero a mere Goth, she- had 
taken unusual pains to appear to advanr 
tage, since, unfashipnab|e as s^ie tl^augh^ 
biiPi tshe.had no objection to be^OiAing . a 
noarchiQnessi through his .means. He waSI, 
bc^idesj extremely haijdsome> and appeared 
very g^od-tempeired,- and.jshe might in 
tM»e model him to her mind. . ^ ~ :- T 
;.Mis3 Murray; who had seen mnth to ad- 
mire, and nothing to condemn, in his man^ 
ners and appearance, the preceding Sun^ 
day> was still imore prepossessed in his 
. : ' . ;t o 5 favour 



iavour fiow> owiiig to the ttnafiected ^a^ 
xky -he liaii displayed towards one of heir 
£ithar'i pensionris; ciuMigh she did tiof^ 
like ten cousin^ presinne to bdpe she should 
tver beser his nMit. 

The Doctor had laid out the ten pdunds 
Mir hero had given him^ in necessaries for 
^ poor labourer's foimily^ felling them 
to vdioitk they were so greatly obliged; 
aad ihey were all assemblal in the church^ 
yatd, to ibowand curtsey to their youths 
M benelactor^ which they did with great 
tivmility, and ^ppatent beart£elf gratitude^^ 
ad he pas^d them; and he completely woa 
the warm hearts of every surrounding viV- 
iagfTj by kindly telling the poor womsA 
lie waK glad to see her look so much bet* 
tier, and by nbticiiiif the eurly-pated ur^ 
^hin who had induced htm to Tisit the_ 
fiptts^e; resolving to pay them another 
visit befi^ iie teft lancashirej and lo do 
something for the child who had ftiat at^- ' 
liacted bis notice. 

Ifaviag followed ikft Jadies into tbt 

Rector's 



> 



Rectot'i )^if, \x6 again 4i«afdt ah exddleAf 
i?efn!iOti^ iind rdtut-ned to the Priory, toordi 
prepi3t9i^eided tfaah ever ih favour of the 
good Doctor; of whoni> as Mrell as of the 
ladies^ he took a vei*y polite leave, inform* 
ih^ tketii that he should remove to High* 
wood the heitt day; but assut*ed them that 
he should not leave Luncashii^ with6ut fiittt 
calling at the Rectory, 
' The Dodfor Wte etti^ftHcIy flatteted t«, 
find himielf thnsr kindly notibed by a idatt 
so very miH:h his su^ior^ atid who d6uld 
be only actuated by hh tegard for hi*, itt 
thus seeking his acquaintance; Us he Wart 
Well a Waif e that ht Was )iot Iftelf to ia- 
crease his niece*!; vanity, bydeclat^ilg htm* 
[Self her adlk^ireri as he i)fefceivedi havinf 
putposely Watchfed his Comi tenancy, that' 
her laboui^ tbileftt^ had been totally 
thrown a^y upon him, sitice he had 
€hiefiy 'directed hi^ diicointe alld tXVt^ 
ti6!i to fa^ \^ff(fr ^ d^iighti^. 

The F^i^nch IMieS, iis tmiirl, ditled at lh«. 
Priory, and a{l]^eM«d to t>«ftici]^ii(« ti^ fhe 

• ' * 06 feelings 
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feeKngs of Mr. Langhton. and (^e Padre, 
particularly Madame, whom our hero per* 
ceived was by no means at her ease.— - 
f' Can she be concerned ;n the mystery 
which hangs over my pppr protegee ?*' 
thought he. ^ Then again he reflected that 
Belthorpe^ not the Father^ was her confes- 
sor^ and he was (ertain)y not in the monk's 
secrets; therefore^ he presumed she was 
merely acting a studied part; and he gave 
her credit for being an excellent actress, 
since nota door opened,, i^thout, her ap- 
pearing to participate ia the; Padre's visiUe 
uneasiness. ^ • «> 

. Jh^ day, therefore^ went off very hea- 
vily. Lady William and her children did 
net go ta yespers in the eyening, as it was 
the last our hero was to spend at the 
Priory; and Mr. Langhton , was more anxi- 
ous than ever to, conciliate hM^egard, as 
to him alone he, lool^e4'Up;ibr protectL^jfj^ 
i|i case he sho^j^>be.ob]jjj^d to afqpe^r b^n 
fore any .magistrate, in Cjpi^sequence of Ju- 
UaHoftavin&ii«^J^j|e«»]j^, .. .. ,., 

f . ' ^^Well! ^ 
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j,^ ," Well ! I, am., pure/' said Algernon^ 
when his grandfather and the Padre had 
left the room, *^' Father Benedetto has fried 
in his^ skia^most gloriously to-day: even 
>srfaile saying; ma^^ he startled js^veral tifnes, 
fancying) L^are s^y^that bje heard a thun* 
deriog .ra|ii at the portal^ and^ that his ne^* 
pheWf was brought back;, apd when you 
rang the house-beU^.^brflthpr,, he seemed 
almost at his last gasp; naj^ he has infected 
Madame, with^ hjs fearsi for she has been 
upoB the^^djg^t all, day. ^WelL surely we 
shall find out at last what is become of the 
poor lunatic/' : i r^ 
j;.*' Most probably," resumed >th^ Marqui^ 
of whom Lady William inquired wheth^i: 
any thijjg respecting the, poor youth ap- 
peared to .have transpiired.intjie village? 

'' No one seemed to be at all aware gf 
the. Girctl*stance/' he replied : " his ser- 
vants wowld . ce?taioly have heard them, 
had jfny rj?pprt3.)p,e!8U in circulatiop,. or had 
any stranger been seen in the vicinity^ 
JBut , as this . is a . business . which merely 
. • . concerns 



concerns the J^Jidre/' he went on, ♦' and as 
ne alone will be implicated, should any 
ihiiig unpleasant occur, let tne request 
your Ladyship will endeavour to banish 
the circumstance from your mind, since I 
vould tilmoit venture to kfesert the fugi* 
tiVe'has not come to any untimely end-—* 
that musthav^ transpired ere this; there* 

« 

fijre I feel inclined to rejoice at his having 
secured his emancipation/' 

^ So should I, believe me. Marquis, were 
t convinced h^ was safe, and not likefy tcf 
perish with cold or hunger/* 

" I am^ inclined to hope he h xn nd 

danger of'&ding either," rejbinett our 
hero, ^* as I suspfert he planhed Aiid mh- 
naged his escape during a lucid interval, 
in which case he may have provided ag^iti^i 
every evil j so mjcnyliours have now elapsed 
since his departure, that I think lie did not 
set ofF wholly unprepat^ed'td brave' the 
dangers he must apprehend he might en- 
counter/' 
*' God send yoti itaay prove si true pro- 
phet, 




ph^t Mftrquhr W aft events, yau have 
raised my spinti, and I will endeavour, as 
you ad^ase, to think no more of this dis- 
tressiiig affkir/* 

Algernon^ ihottght no orie but the friatr 
iiecd to fret about the matter, sin^ hte 
alone would have to answer for his death, 
if any misfortune had befallen him.. 

'^ Then let ns chatige the subject," *^ifl 
the Marquis^ reverting to the following 
day; and before supper, he iiuccMded' ift 
rendering Lady William extremely cheer- 
ful; and as Mr. Langhton*s fears siAsided, 
he became less gloomy and abstracted, 
and met the family at breakfefst tfee hcKt 
morning, in very tolerable spirits. * 

The Mdrquis proposed the ladies shduM 
accompany him in his post-chaise, to 
which they very readily assented. 

'^ Then Belthorpe and I had better set 
out first,'* said Algernon, ^ else we ^11 be 
too latc*f6r dinner — ^for our codch was not 
bought yesterday, and our old horses 
never go out of ajog^rof ' -* • . 

• 6 Afr. 
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Mr. jLanghtqn dkl nqt approve of these 
impertinent remarks, and the friar called 
the young man to order, in no yer^ dulcet 
tone; while the master of the house hoped 
.the Mafrqui&\Kauld frequej^Uy Ipok in upon 
the^ while he remained in Lancashire; 
adding — '* Should you, during your resi- 
dence at'Highwood, hear any thing rc^- 
'pecting the unfortunate fugitive, may I 
request . th^t you will take proper mea- 
sures to have.,bim secured an^ placed in 
proper hands? and should we obtain any 
intellig^ce respecting him, will you al- 
low me to trouble you to become my 
^gient upon the, occasion ? Ypu will know 
how to act infinitely better than I shall; 
anj[} I care not what money it costs me, so 
long as I am but spared the shame of 
coming forward to defend my own con- 
jdijct/f • . ■ ... 

" You. never ahall be reduqed to so dis^ 

> .J I' ' , • ' * 

agreeable a necessity, if you williJlo,w me 

carte blanche. Sir. The father will, doubt- 

less, whenever called upon^ not refuse to 

. •: ' .. answer. 



ing* his nephew, which a magistrate m^j 
tbii^k pi^pp^f Mto^ask. The sf rvdfit who 
brought > hi iri over; ms^y i^asily be; forth- 
coming; if not^ thfBre are many Italians in 
Ebglamd; frodi Florence and Sienna> \^h9 
,tnu$t b^Q.he^rc} pf )his Corsi pi. family^ and 
probably. . Ihat their son laboured under 
a mental derangement : ;that i^t onci; as- 
certained beyond a doubt, will fully ^3^ 
onerate -the Padre frpm any charge whiqb 
, his nephew may/ during hjiaJupid intervals^ 
bring against him/* - .:^ . 

The ponl^ was visjbly uneasy during ouf 
faero's.s^eecb; jiut^ he .^as^ top cautious t<f 
Atop a l^mt likely, to lead to -the clucid^ 
.tion of the. mystery the Marquis wished tp 
/athom^ as he conte&^ himself with as^ 
j^enting^.jn general .terms^ to everything 
he advwce^;: and Mr. Langhtpn wa^ prpj- 
fu8e^ ji/2, bis tj^anM to hisLordship^afsuMng 
,hi:m; that b^^ wopld aantjtipn.prid rpppfirm 
any thing b? might eitlier^^^pif^dp, res- 
J - pecting 
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He tli^n reverted to Alg^iTion's |)ro- 
piitlti^i joiiriiey it> U)iid)^; Sloping tfa^fi the 
Maquis W6l^ld b«%o dfttij^irt^ e^ Ho tmtn^ 
itntitkf^t-him whelfi th^tej ffcough lie did 
Ittot %Vish hitii to mii tnulNi IdMlie high 
%vorM^ ti«t met-ely to Visit Atiiong his re- 
latiorts ;' ift« H it wfej- ifebsblttt^ rie«edfu}, 
^Hy he slioiild' not dbject tb hii^ Bfeing 
;ptiesented' M cbiirrt, thtAgh ht^ feared iH^ 
would riot ft^eirito tttttih idvtii^tage l*ere. 

The Father thought th* £ari tod Mar- 
ijuisifotfldljteYli^bHf judgfes *T WfcBt he 
*tight. Of btf^t trotlo^do, nSflfee *e (Kfif. 
l<kt>gbtt)n) had lived t66 Wiig dttt t>f tti^ 
VotM to give hfe advice «^A the occa^ 
idon. The old g'ei^tlehian fbt^ the ni0iiki& 
implied «iarta^m; 'AM it}ifM tn^ns helped 
W cottdliate matters bet #e<»n th^^tii. 

At liist, ho\^erer, the flirty siti btti f&t 
Rlghw6od, l^vitig Mf . ianghtbh atid 9ite 
bomfester «A^|j^f^(^ thongli jtev^ le^ dk^ 
• 'a posed 



posed to enjtyy each ottirtTs eioiftpeifty. 

'DonaM followed his Idrd on' hoi^back^ 
liavihg received the thinks and bljesiings 
of all fte household, in retarn'for th« ^fi- 
b^ral donation he h^d made* thetn^ by fni 
master's <jrdets. -^A t *l 

After a very pleasant ridfe, the Mlurquis^ 
Lady William^ at>d her daughter/ dr'^ve 
into the coutt-yaffdy in frotit* ^fl;ad>ji M^i- 
trifrfd^s mansion ^ A4'gernm> and-Belti^rpe 
following in t)^ Lamghton rumble> as the 
former styled the fatnily xrooich. ' < 

The servant in waiting led the way into 
tlie gmnd ' sialoon* wiiere Lady Winrif^^d 

'gSveti^ g\ieests the meeting; and ha^Kvvg 

'Wek^mbd lifAy WilUani and her duu^hter 
to Highwood in vet y Haltering terms, site 
turned td dnr hero^ eofngratulating herself 

>iipon now htfvillg liiin<for an inmate ;-«ufld 
fifaahy addressed Alg^ftid^l aiid hit (tutor In 

^t'teiy iipprtpria^ terms/ Sixc next itttrd- 

IdAceA <her wab^ *o^ tJife whole party; ydt^ 
though the yOutig Ittdy wais adorned for 

^coiH|uestj oi» 4i€hro,* lik^ his grandrather, 
t.u: saw 
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saw very Unit to admire in her, as her 
staring^ Or, as Eady Winifred would have 
said, pieroing black eyes, rendered her sal- 
low completion and. high cheek^bdnes 
ipore apparent irnpt'W^e (her, stiff jetty 
locks any embellishment to her counte- 
liapce; and her ^gure Was certainly, not 
C9fit in the mould of the Graces^ as she was 
shbi^ Xathier stout^ and very hightshoul* 
-dfred. He was, hpwfevpr, extremely po- 
r Ike to the young lady, as was Lady Wil- 
Ham and her haughtier; and Algernon 
endeavoured to follow their lead, thpugh 
. he was extremely deficient in many of the 
commdn forms af good breedijvg, and 
wiinted a great deal of. polishing; toa'emier 

- » 

him fit to appear in the first circles. 

Not so his sister, who had lived equally 
jfitiT^d^ as . well as hex mother, l>ut they 
j bQth looked the gentlewopeii t anji the 
.fqrmer always dre^d very /a^hi^fn^yt 
j^hough v^rjr;)umpl]^;> bc^^ (Ladydiip bstvka^ 
long .employed onp ^pf ,.the first dress- 
•foakeisin M^che^e|-« ;^l,ph|i«9ras r^y«d 

* that 
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i^al her daughter should <never appear sih^ 
gulsLT, nor in t^e fashionable costume^of 
her yaunger days, to which Lady Winifred 
still strictly adhered. , 

Little of moment passed till dinner was 
an]iQiixice4> .which' rejoiced 'A%erlion> wba ; 
did notapproive 6f Sriieh late hoiirs^ though 
her Ladjfibip n ev-ir dijted later than foup; 
but he had not taken a luncheon, therefore 
he was extremely hungry; and as every de- 
licacy in $€la.^QO i^mpked tip^n the board, 
he.made:him3^f ample; adlnends for having 
wdiied so mudi beyiimdi his iisual^ time^ 
qjas^ng down repealed .draughts of ale^ 
which. J^ afBrqied was exceUeut; and ap-r' 
pearing tar. consider himsdif /perfectly \ at 
hbme. . •• ':i * 

' Lady Winifred was surprised' to see ah ^ 
Albany such a glutton, consoling herself: 
with the reflection that he took more after 
the Langhtons; still he by no means re«- 
sembled his mother, nuith less his aster; 
indeed^ she felt angry ;at ^uchtan Orsson's . 

being.abieto <?laim iaTelfltioiulhip to theiQ>.« 

and 
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and the Marqvis «f Sndermayj^ wkpm sha 

<' Was eomplete in fieatufe and in mind, ' 
With all {ood ^ace lo grace a ^ntleman }'* 

and to who9 stye- pdid ^e ufmost aHefr- 
tioir, as well as to Lady WiUkiflfi and the 
loitety ftosalie^ 'whmn die perforce ac- 
knowledged was infinkdy handsomer than 

. het ward; but still she hoped thai Miss 
AJ(hi»y's superior fevtn^M would aH teast 
purchase her a titiked husband, as she <M>uld 
not flatter herself that she would fever 
shine as Marchioness of Endermay^ his. 

'X<0rdsh]p hwvmg ceptainly not appeared 
very much struck with her dkavim. 

Belthorpe^ who was to the full as fond 
of good eatiag and dridikiiig as'' his pu- 
pil^ had, faow&ver, the sense not to give 
way to his appetite Bpon^ this occasion; 
and ^ he oertainly endeavoured to keep. 
A}ge]HkOB./WMiin bcMnids, but he was dbaf 
to all his 'hinti^ :atid pegardless of his 
look»; andr sdto^ the ladies h^d^ relive^ he 

would 



m^wlA h^v^ msk^ a$. fr^^^Uh the boul^ 
as he J^. dane s^t 'Pvestoo, fjf tl^e. Macq^i^ 
h;»d nqt r€mi]3ded him of* having t^ne'^o^ 
hindii)g> that it would be laecess^ry he 
shpul^ be soJlp)9r«wb€^n hf jfOin^ the party 
in t^ s@^lj9^^x ^l\H^I^ th€^ Marqvii^ soc^n prop 
po«e4 dioipg. 

L^djh Winifred, w^io* ^© s^«^ off t^^f 
ivardj desired herto^it dowti to the.piaao;. 
aiad as sb/e w^s a very lotlers^Ie f]^prapmer> - 
[^:4pe4!wilj;^.]^ fti^U share of applansef; 
whiei) the Mafqi^is:^ no less an.^ioii^ to e^- 
bi^t ibe aceofldpiHsbmenli ^f his si^er^ 
reqi>ested her to faviOiWfrtheOT with a son^; 
adfed thougb certainly not a. scieiaitiliie singer^ 
she bad w )fiD6 a voicas and so. good aa 
ear^ that she deb*^ghted all: her at&ditdiiB^ ivImk 
were astoui^eAwheir they learnt that her * 
mother had bfe^ rber principal ikistrui^trefis, 
am^jted by')£el[tbonpe^ who readily gave 
them a? sipiHiiiiien ofbi^^ skiill^ aiad bewan^ 
cevtaiiiil)/^ n^i despicable muskbav 

. The aftemooiij Iberefohe^ pi^ssed off veffy^ 
pleattuHjr; aod &fler . te^^. Ls^ Winifred 

reverted 



reverted to hit' ih^6hdcd! London journey, 
saying, she ptoposed leaving horiie in 
M^rch, and returning home early* in May, 
if the weather set in warm,- else she might 
remain in town till after the birth-day. 
Algernon, who knew his movements^ would 
be regulated by her's, wished she had re- 
solved to* set off in Xaniiaiy, as Ldrd Dun- 
luc6 had wondered how anybody could 

« 

vegetate in the country after the winter 

biwh-day; it was very pjn*p^r 'td - leave 

town for a fortnight at Easier, lie agreed: ' 

*' Because k is the iashiOfti^ replied the 

Earl, ''and you 'Wotrfd lilceto regulate 

your movements by that standard, and to 

^ divide your time between London, Buigh- 

ton, and Weymouth/*' • . ; j' o.> ■'^\v :^ • 

* ^ '^ Oh, Iwouldt always spbnd November 

and December at Wopdvilley Siif/' * 

^^ You are resolved to cofiviticethfe com- 
pany you are the'slavie of fitsbibn, :by which* 
no sensible- man^iiraillil-'^er^regui&te tii8> 
C0ndi&t>-^I appeal ^:n^ti, Marqais/* ' 
I am ro!«f^artiiil tciithe oau£f(i^ at all 

seasons^ 



:. « 
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seasons^ jmy dear imcle, to be able to argue 
thepoint with my cousin: possibjy, a win- 
ter spent inLondoDa and in the fashionable* 
world, may render me less. of a, Goth than 
I am at present; but I am fearful I js^lbM 
never enter int^^.^cr ^qe.> spirit of |any 
fashionable water-drinking place, as J am 
not fond of dancing i/ti warm weat^qrj /and 

as I never play at any game, .except for 
amusement, I am, fearful my timjc. .w^uld 
hang vei-y heavy upon ray hdiXid$,,^^f>^ip^tf^ 
yient with. a. very 9gTeea^je)|>arty^^t.jf8Hii|th^ 
adjacent, rides and wa^^ yf^fp . jB;i^\xiej9Ci^]^ 

pleasant.'' . • , .1 v.I *--• «\ .'«: v*"^ * 
/• You w.itl..,bf,\ofv|a ^'i&rytdiflfferei>f pf>i- 
pipfi ;tbjs . fiiflp u.tW(?lYeipAnth, ; }S^^i^:; 
^ried'I-ord Pi^tnlij^ce-,* /''A^wiq^f.spi^^laH 
town, ai\d,^.sMjj[jfner,a^tjBr^gfjtpn,>Yi)I majt^ 
y.ou^a cbnyer,t t<^ fny<way,of thin^ftg,;ipij 
will neve;:; ^^}^ cx()^,jt\^^i^\^i^rhQjtov^ 

.ihlJ^^ M"^^^ f>^-?.pJS^^Hl>^a^ii^,tp^"qnf?f 

as much his owa,«^gJ^4..f|^n^)Bg^..tjjRt.i«j 
, ijVo:|.ji. ' p • should 
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should evince more spirit, and cut a greater 
dash than his brother seemed inclined to 
do: at all events, he was well convinced 
that he should prefer residing in London 
to living at Montrose Castle, which he fan- 
cied ihust, like the Priory, be a very dull 
place. 

* At nine o'clock, Mr. Langhton's coach 
came fbr his daughter and grandchildren. 
Lady Winifred hoped she should often see 
the hdite duriftg the Winter, promising to 
visit them at the f riory very frequently, as 
4he was resolved tliey should henceforth be 
very good neighbours. She did not ex- 
tetsd her invitation to Algernon; but he 
presumed he was included in it : and when 
he got home, he declared that the Priory 
sfeemed like a dungedn, when cotnpared to 
High wood; telling Belthorpe, when tlhey 
were ajone, that when once he was his 
own master, he would follow the maximfi 
of his cousin, wlio secerned a lad of spirit, 
and not bury himself in the countr^^ as hk 
l)rother had hitherto done. 

''Ruth! 
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^' Farth ! you would not call it being 
buried, Mr. Albany, were you to reside at^ 
Montrose Castle; and I have heard you say, 
that a cottage and the girl you loved, was 
preferable to a palace with a woman you 
did not: has the great heiress induced you 
to change your' opinion, for you cannot 
like her?" 

''Not I, truly; though, positively, B. 
the Father has hinted to mi, more than 
once, that it would be a very meritorious 
action were I to marry her, on purpose 
to render her a convert to the true faith; 
and her money, you know, would enable 
me to live in style.'* 

''True; but I would advise you to stick 
to Pauline, as Lady Winifred will never 
consent to your marrying her ward, and 
she will never ^sten to any but a titled 
suitor: why, she absolutely looked down 
upon you — all her Smiles were reser^'ed 
for your brother and cousin ; they are 
peers, and you never will be one. Where- 
as, Pauline has beauty, wit, and family, to 

recommend 
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recommend b^r; and 1 think it very pro- 
bable she may- recover part of her proper- 
ty ; if nor^ yon will have enough for both." 
Algernon agreed to the truth of this; 
and as hisJevv9ousin had certainly scarcely 
noticed him, and as be really loved P^u-. 
line, h^ swore the Padre was^ an old fool, 
and that he might bring about a match 
between hi^ ^ad nephew and tiie heiress, 
for what , he cared, for he would stick to 
his first flam^e, whose health he drank in a 
bumper, and thep retired to dream ofJave 
and a cottage. 



ENP OF VOL. II. 



r 
•i '• i 

L&ne, Darling, and Co. L,eadenhall Street. 




• A .C 



f 



"i^ J 



\ 




